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Speak out for farming; call a Congressman

WASHINGTON D.C. — Last
Friday the Agriculture Council of
America (65 members of
Congress from both pohtical
parties) and Farmland Industries
announced plans for a national
hearing on the farm economy,
conducted by telephone on May 11,
with an accompanying mail-in
survey on soluttons to agriculture’s
current problems.

A bank of 50 telephones will be
set up 1n the Cannon House Office
Building Caucus Room. Members
of Congress, their aides, officials of
Executive Branch departments
and representatives of 1n-
dependent agencies with economic
responsibilities have been 1nvited
to take calls from 10a.m. to10 p.m
(EDT).

The purpose of thus farmers’
oversight hearing 1s to drarmatize
to the Washington audience the
depth of farmers’ and ranchers’
difficulties and to try to stimulate a
broader discussion of feasthle
remedies.

“It 1s not an attack on the ad-
ministration or anyone else,” said
Allen Paul, president of ACA.

“It 1s an attempt to find
solutions, acceptable to a majonty
of the interests represented 1n our
government, by discussing these
too-long-1gnored problems with
officials of all backgrounds—rural,
suburban or urban,”” he said.

In 1980 and 1981, U.S. farm -
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come fell to its lowest levels since
the 1930s’ Depresston. The
projections for 1982 (dependent on
weather and other relatively un-
predictable factors) warn of
further, sharper declines

Farmers, farm business
operators and anyone else who
wants to call can tell officials
directly of their situations and
their views on various proposed
remedies—simply by dialing 1-800-
368-5769 between 10 a.m. and 10
p.m. (EDT) on Tuesday, May 11.

The 12-hour call-in has been
made possible through a grant to
ACA from Farmland Industries,
the nation’s largest farmer-owned
cooperative.

The U.S. representatives and
senators (see attached hst) who
jomned 1n today’s announcement
endorsed the telephone hearing as
an extenston of their attempts to
have the phght of thewr con-
stituents more fully considered in
the making of national economic
and budgetary policies this year.

In 1982, according to tentative
long-range estimates by
Agriculture Department experts,
U.S. farmers and ranchers face a
nose-dive m farm income of up to
28 percent—from an estimated
$18.9 bathion 1 1981 to perhaps
$13.6 billion (the “best guess’’ in
March within a range of $13 to §18
billion). Net farm income 1n 1980
was pegged at $19.9 bilhon, or $8.1
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Fortified With A New Combination of

Power-Packed
Ingredients!

¢ Grain Distillers Solubles
e Ammonium Polyphosphate

* Condensed Fermented
Corn Extractive

ARCADIAN GOLDEN URAN 30%, Poly-N 10-34-0,
Wholesale & Retail

— ALSO —
Lime Sales & Spreading plus retail
insecticides & Herbicides
Call Us For Your Chemical Needs.

MARTIN'S AG SERVICE

c¢/0 JOHN Z. MARTIN
RD 1, Box 716, New Holland, PA 17557
Phone: 717-354-4996 or 717-354-5848

billion 1n 1967 dollars about half
what it was during the 1974-75
recession. In contrast, per capita
disposable 1ncome for the
population as a whole has m-
creased smce that time by more
than 11 percent, reported the ACA
spokesman.

The grim prospects for 1982 farm
income are not a secret. If they had
emerged for many other n-
dustries, however, there would be
consternation, an outery
throughout the government and an
mtensive search for solutions by
all, not just those directly affected
or directly respensible for the so-
called farm constituency, he said.

‘‘Washington policymakers
seem to know the problems of, for
example, the housing and
automobile industries. Now 1t 1s
time for farmers to speak out and
be heard,” Paul said. *‘There may
only be less than 3 muilion farm
operators and workers, but 20

million other American workers—
from tractor factories to super-
market check-outs—depend for
their jobs on food and fiber
producers’ staying 1n business.”
No attempt will be made to
control the opinions of those who
call, Paul explamned. Most callers
will be using a survey question-
naire that asks them to briefly
describe personal financial
situations and then rate, by order
of preferred priority, various
proposals that have heen advanced
as solutions to today's bleak
agricultural economic outlook.
Responses to the survey, which
respondents are being asked to
mail to ACA, will be tabulated
mmediately after the hearing,
made public and later forwarded
to President Reagan, Speaker of
the House Thomas P. O’Neull, Jr.,
the appropriate commuttees of the
Congress, Secretary of Agriculture
John R. Block, and the heads of

for free

relevant governmental agencies.

The Agriculture Council of
America 1s a nonlobbying
orgamzation of producers, farmer-
owned cooperatives, agricultural
associations and Jocal and national
agriculture-related businesses. it
serves as a forum through which
diverse agricultural interests can
focus on solutions to problems of
common concern and as a source
of factual information about
modern agriculture for the non-
farm public.

NEED SOMEONE WHO
CAN FILL THE SHOES?

Try A Help Wanted Ad
In Classified
Phone 717-394-3047 or 717 626-1164

FISHER AND STOLTZFUS TRAILER SALES

Call 717-768-3832 between7 a.m. &9 a.m.
or call 717-354-0723 after 6 p.m. East of New Holland. Pa.

Special
*2595

8x20 Gooseneck Flatbed $3395

8x16 Gooseneck Dump Trailer, J&§
7 ton capacity $6595 j

6x16 Bumper Trailer ’
For Horses or Cattle
Small Trailers For Tractors

ARE YOUR
MANURE

PROBLEMS
KKNEE DEEP?

If so, call

Reinforced Walls.

M The Wall is Only as Good
as the Material Used.

e Silage Pit Wallls
o Retaining Walls
e Insulated Walls
e Slatted Fencing

¢ Manure Pit Walls
¢ Hog House Walls
o Chicken House Walis
e Concrete Decks

Invest in Quality - It will last a lifetime.

Balmer Bros.
CONCRETE WORK, INC.

410 Main St. * Akron, PA 17501 ¢ (717) 859-2074 or 733-9196

Call NOW For New Springtime Building.
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