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A 'stitch in time' means reven

BY SUSAN KAUFFMAN
Staff Correspondent

The adage *“*A stitch in tune
saves nine’” holds an obvious truth
to many a homermaker. But to
Lynn Rankin, a homemaker and
businesswoman in southern
Chester County, “‘the sutch In
tume” seems to be just what the
tamily bustness needs. To clear up
this contusing statement, let’s see
how Lynn explained the situation
herself.

“When we moved to this area a
littie over tour years ago, this store
was a grocery business. It didn’t
take very long to reahze that was
about the worst investrnent we
could have made and we had to
close 1t. With an empty store we
gave a lot ot thought to what we
could use it tor. Quite a tew people
mentioned to us they telt thete was
a need tor a tabric store tn the area
sinee you have to dive tor quite &
ways 10 any diwrection to find one.
When my gitls were younger, 1
used to sew a lot tor them and
myselt, mostly by hand, since 1
didn’t own a machine then ve
always loved needlewosk, emn-
broidering, crewel ”’

*So, opening the tabiic-
neediework shop seemed lke a
logical thing to do We opened last
May. The number ot customers
that we are seemng each ddy hds
greatly mncreased since that tine
and 1t looks like the business s
going to go well, "’ she satd.

Lynn lives with her husband
Hobert, a salesman and sel-
viceman ot o1gans, and also with
their two younget childien Jun and
his wite Maigaret, and then son

Junmy Paul and Andy, an eighth
glader dat the Oxtud School
District 1 southern  Chester
County. They also have two oldet
daughters, Jinny, who lives in
Georgla and Susie, who lives in
Hawail.

Lynn explamed that the tamiuly
lived, until very tecently, i the
Media area outstde ot
Philadelphia. But #t became too
crowded for us and we have been
much happier ltving out here i the
country,’” she said.

Setthng right into the activities
ot the area, Lynn and her tamuly
became members of various
organizations. Lynn belongs 10
Farm Women 3 ot Chester County,
and tor a tune also belonged to
Russellviile Grange Y1,

Lynn said she spent the last
tourteen years as a news
cortespondent 1n the Chester-
Detaware Valley area. She said, 1
had to give this up just about a
tonth ago because 1 tound theie
just wasn’t time tor both the stote
and the newspaper work anymore.
1 1eally enjoyed the working and
had my letter of tesignation on my
desk o1 a fong tune betore 1 tinally
handed 1t 1n.”

She added, "1 was o hatd
deciston because 1 also love W
wiite, but It 15 belter to do one
thing tight than do two ot them
haltway.”” *When | think about i,
I've done a lot of things in the past
tromn bemng a 1eceptonist, d
switchboard operator, to workig
ds a desk satgeant in 4 siall town
police station. Bul iuniung 1y owi
tabric business is the nost etl-
joyable thing I've done.”

‘These Jobs, all 1elating dhectly
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Here Lynn displays the pillow she made using the machine
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strip quilting technique. This same technique can be used to
make place mats, pillow: and vests.
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A Stitch in Time is a good piece of advice that material to suit her needs, but sewing
Lynn Rankin took to heart in her business workshops, sewing designs and ideas, and

ventures by naming her fabric shop the same.

Here, the hungry customer can find not only

to workimg with the public, have
ptobably given Lynn wvaluable
training in opet ating a stot e.

She said, * 1 have always enjoyed
people and 1 guess that 1s 4 big
asset i bemp m yow own
business. Betore gomg into the
grocely business, I’d never had
any expet lence handlng the books,
ordering and all the lttle things
that go into youtr ewn business. I'm
not too keen on scrubbing the tloor,
but 1t’s ali pait of the business!”

Lynn 1s an enesgetic, sometines
cotieal shopkeeper. Not that she
15 In any sense of the word 4a
comedian, but her down-to-earth
evaluations and matter-ot-tact
swnmaries often contain a touch ot
wit. Most of the tune, howevet , she
1s very serious about her tasks and
the concerns ot her custoinet s.

Her shop, called *'Stitch
Tune” 15 housed 1 patt ot the
tamily’s laige old biick and traine
home at the corner ot 896 and old
Rte. 101n Russeliville.

In addition to otterng a ldarge
selection  of  tabries, notions,
pdttetns, and tools ot the trade
such as sewtny machine repatis
and scissor s shat pening, Lynn also
maintains a large mventory of
counted c1oss stitch supplies. ~"We
cdaily mote counted cross stitch
thdn any other type ot needlework
because It 15 50 poputar Light now,’”
she explatned. “We continually
have to expand that departinent
because ot the many new letns
that ate conttnually comung on the
matket "’

Knowing what 15 popildr and
what the customers will buy ate
necessaty ingredients ot operating
a store and, tor Lynn, s was
sumewhat ditticult to begin, but
with the help ot wholesalers and
vdliious salesinen who come to her
store, she has built up an extensive
mventory which she says she teels
15 bastcally sound.

've always been a  tabiiholic”
who can't resist buying at least one
plece ot tabric when 1 go into 4
tabric shop and, like many of iy
customelts, 1 oo have drawets tull
ot pleces Uil get to one day. So
unagine what 1t 15 like now when 1
g0 1nto a watehouse with shelves
and shelves ot lovely colots and
prints. 1 have to keep totalling up
the cost tn 1y mund to hold myselt
back. We also have quite a tew
salesinen who come to the shop
and I1t’s hard to 1 esist temptation.

*“When 1 tirst went into bustness
1 was atraid thdt the materals 1
selected would not be the ones iny
custoiners would like, but 1 had
good help in selecung the basies
and soon leained to 1 ely on iy own
Judginent ”’

*1 won't say 1 haven’t picked a
tew that dre turkeys, but trom my

custoers’ conunents 1 omust be
doing  something  right.  1Us
something you have to leain tast —
when we were i the grocery
business we would edl ow
mustakes, but not here,”’ she satd.

Lynn ieadily admnils that her
husband 1s oite ot her biggest
assels i the bustiess because he
not only helps to Keep a tighter
teigh, but also helps vut wheneyes
she needs some woik done 1 the
store.

At the 1ear of the store, Lyun has
4 work area set up with sewing,
tmdchine, ron and woik table, She
enjoys giving classes on cratts
which include the very pupuial
11bbon tnaching quiiting and tolded
star cratts.

Here Lynn demonstrates the steps to assemble a quilt

even a place to get her scissors sharpened.

Lymn sdwd of her own teaching,

1 do like piving classes afthough i
have never thought of myselt 4 &
teacher.

One thing this expetience has
taught e s that 1 can it L really
want to. 'mnaking things tor sate
and for samples at the shop that 1
piobably  wouldn’t have uied
betore, but now that 1 have to, 1
tind that 1 can. 1 guess it 15 tiue
whein they say thdat necessity 1s the
mother ot wvention.”

Lyunn has shated with owm
teaders her dinections tor mdaking
Lthe machine-stitched, suip-quiited
pillow. The techinique can also be
applied o making  placeinats,

(Turn to Page B4)

pillow. Stitch a strip of fabric face down upon the center
square of a diamond-sh:aped piece. Flip over strip and finger
press. Continue sewing strips around the center square to
form a first row; then start a second.

Figure 1

Figure 2




