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For the avid gardener

Seeding,

and mulch
more

Weeding

Biological Insect Controls

Now that (to coin the old phrase)
*“‘Spring 1s sprung,”’ you're
probably being bombarded with all
sorts of gardening catalogs and
mail order seed offers, but one
which needs special attention and
spectal warning are “‘inexpensive”
offerings of bhiological controls,
People tend to turn toward these
offers because they unply a
“natural” control for the garden.

But, some 1tems sold by mat
order firms as ‘“biological con-
trols” for insects may be over-
rated, says a University ot
Maryland insect spectalist

Lee Hellman, Extension en-
tomologist at the campus, says
that many firms sell beneticial
insects that eat harmful insects.

“The theory 1s fine,” says
Hellman, ‘‘but there are lots ot
problems n the practice ”

One ‘“biological control” (as
opposed to chemical controls, such
as Insecticides) 1s the ladybird
beetle, more commonly called the
ladybug In California, the beetles
eat msect pests called aphids
during the summer. In fall, the
adults migrate to the mountans
and hibernate over winter In
spring, the beetles thaw out and tly
tothe valleysto lay eggs.

They don’t hang around the garden
long enough to do any good.”
Another poor bet is praying
mantis egg cases offered tor
purchase by mail. Several hundred
egygs may be contained in one egy
cluster, and this teads homeowners
to think that they’ll have lots of
hungry mantids around the yatd
during the summer to eat
mosquitoes and other noxious
insects pests
Not necessarily so, says
Hellman ‘'As soon as the young
praying mants hatch, they’ll eat
anything That usually means they
end up eating each other — very
tew survive to eat pest insects '
Those that do, adds the en-
tomologist, seem to detend
territories and drive out others of
their kind. By mudsummer, there
are only one or two mantids in an
average garden or lawn, anyway.
Hellman points out that gai-
deners would be better off finding
their own praying mantls egg
cases In fencerows and abandoned
lots. Look tor hardened masses of
troth attached to twigs and
goldenrod stems, he suggests.
Some nsect predators otfered in
the trade can be more beneticial
Hellman recommends lacewing
eggs, tor example.

Pa. apple hbldings down 19 percent

HARRISBURG —
Pennsylvama apples mn
cold storage on Feb. 28
totaled 99,827,000
pounds, down 23,564,000
pounds or 19 percent
from a year ago, ac-
cording to the Penn-
sylvama Crop Repor-
ting Service

Of that total, York
Inperial apples, at
40,320,000 pounds,
comprise the largest
variety 1n cold storage
for fresh market and
processing. They are
folilowed by Red
Delicious apples at
15,246,000, Rome apples

at 14,196,000 pounds and
Golden Delicious apples
at 12,768,000 pounds.

Apples m cold storage
mn the continental
Umnted States on Feb. 28
totaled 1,648,926,000
pounds, down
386,911,000 pounds or 19
percent ,

/A\ Golden Acréé

Golden Acres s abrand name registered by Taylor Evans Seed Company Tulia
Texas 79088 T € names or numbers are vanety designations

HYBRID SEED CORN

ROBUST, HIGH-YIELDING, UPRIGHT

LEAFED, SINGLE CROSS

6992

* Fast Grow Off
* Strong Stalk

* Fast Dry Down

* Excellent Seedling Vigor
* 110-Day Maturing Range
* BigYielder

WE RECOMMEND TE 6992

SEE YOUR LOCAL GOLDEN ACRES DEALER
Charles, Myers, Rt 2, Chambersburg, Pa 717 263 3328
Harry Bard, Rt 5, Shippensburg Pa 717-532 4471
Ralph Daughtery, Rt 1 Brogue Pa 717 927 6084
C J Wonsidier Bros , Rt 1 Quakertown, Pa -215 536-1935
lvan Leid Harness Shop, Bowers Kohler Rd Kutztown, Pa 215 682 7926
Ralph Shook, 109 George St Pen Argyle, Pa 215 863 5186
Robert Faust, Rt 1, Andreas, Pa 717-386-5154
Elmer Ungermach, Rt 2 Paimyra, Pa 717 838 2069
Burnell Feezer, Rt 3 New Oxford, Pa - 717 624-2086

-

Mat! order firms collect **Here’s an nsect that teeds on Mausdale Farm Supply. Danville, Pa 717 275 4850
hibernating beetles and ship them aphids for i1ts whole lite,”” he says Farnsworth Farm é)nfplgly,iiuéhe'svile, Pa - 717 584 2106
East for home gardeners to refease **The young hatchlings can’t travel
In their gardens to eat aphids But tar, and even the adults are poo COME IN NOW FOR YOUR SEED NEEDS
when they're released, says tlyers Most of the lacewings
Hellman, "'they take off and t1y to remain in the general vicinity ot N
tind Califorma’s Central Valley thelr hatching ”’ _
=8 2 DOUBLE OFFSET TANDEM
Model F-17
The one and only = y
TROY-BILT s Into s Tough,
- - -
Roto Till TillageTool Line.
+
o o I er This double oftset’ harrow is Ask your AMCO dealer for a
available n cutting widths from  demonstration today Lﬂj

i Y
ls now on SALEI 9:3|: tO 151011 Wlth 9” blade

spacing

Weight per cutting foot
ranges from 296 to 337 pounds,
and standard features inciude
regreasable toggle mounted
bali bearings with AMCO s
Protect-O-Shield, feathering
blades on rear gangs, 11,"
square cold rolled, high carbon
steel axles, reversible clevis,
adjustable gangs and heavy-
duty scrapers

These tough tillage tools are
designed for use with draw bar
horsepower from 50 to 95 hp
based on individual model|
recommendations

AMCO Products
Save on the tiller now owned by over ¥z million gardeners Yazoo City, MS 39194
Find out for yourself how much joy gardening can be this Please contact your local dealer or
HAMILTON EQUIPMENT, INC.
567 S. Reading Road
Ephrata, PA 17522
Phone: 717/733-7951

very season Visit soon for a free demonstration and try

one of TROVY-BILT'S
seven models for your-
self See how it beats ali
others hands down

Your Factory Authorized
TROY-BILT Dealer
Full Parts and Service » Trade-ins

Holli

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

1755 W. Main St. 222 E. Main St.
‘Ephrata, PA 17522 Campbelitown, PA 17010
Located on Route 322 Phone (717) 838-6021
Phone (717) 738-1131




