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Survey shows Md. rural landowners want land kept

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Most
rural landowners i Maryland
strongly agree foreign ownership
of land 1n this coutry should be
restricted, believe that landowners
should be able to do whatever they
wish with their land short of
harming the environment, and say
they have a ‘‘moral obhgation™ to
conserve rural land for future
generations.

Those are just some of the
results of an extensive survey of
rural iandowners and their at-
titudes 1n Maryland that also
shows a “typical’’ rural landowner
most likely was born and raised on
a farm, 1s married, between the
ages of 46 and 65, and retired.

The survey, part of a larger five-

year study of land use and land-use
policies in Maryland, was designed
by Umversity of Maryland
agricultural economusts to provide
state policy makers with basic
p information.

“‘State policymakers are looking
for basic planning information as
they come to grips with some land-
use’ 1ssues as farmiland preser-
vation, land speculation, taxation
and the environment,” said Billy
V. Lessley, professor and research
economust for the Unmversity’s
Agricultural Experiment Station.

Lessley said the survey of five
representative Maryland counties
offers some of that basic planning
information.

The five counties — Dorchester,

Allegany, Garrett, Harford and
Howard — were selected, ac-
cording to research assistant Neal
Bliven, because they represented
four major categories of
population growth and density in
the state.

Other issues most rural lan-
downers in Maryland agreed upon
included giving farmland
preferential tax treatment to keep
the land 1n active agricultural
production, Bliven said.

Most respondents to the survey
also agreed high-quality farmland
in Maryland should be preserved
by public policy for agricultural
use, he said.

But while rural landowners
across the state agreed to a large

degree on these 1ssues, other issues
brought a variety of responses,
according to Bliven and Lessley.

Asked If profits from rural land
speculation in Maryland should be
taxed at higher than the present
rate, a large number of survey
respondents said ‘‘no’”’ or
remained neutral, Lessley said.

Opinion also was mixed on issues
such as restricting development n
the state to land that is not well
suited to agricultural production,
he said, and the perceived need for
zoning In rural areas.

When asked about governmental
regulation of local land use,
however, sigmficant numbers of
respondents in the survey said they
“don’t know” if there is too much,

“as 1t 1s”’

too little or sufficient control,
Lessley said, while a nearly equal
number said there was too much.
The study also showed more than
half of all rural land in the survey
18 titled in both a husband’s and
wife’s names, ranges In Size from
five to 59 acres and, with the ex-
ceptions of Allegany and Garrett
counties, is in active agricultural
use.
In those two counties, however,
just under half of all survey
respondents’ parcels were in ac-
tive agricultural use, Bliven and
Lessley said, and a large majority
in all five counties — ranging from
63-96 percent — said they foresaw
no change 1n the future in how they
will use their land.

Asgrow claimed
better beans.

|got’'em!

Consistently higher yields.

A3127.....

A unique and exciling Asgrow soybean
in the early Group {ll matunity range,

4 days earlier than Wilthams A3127

1S a shorter, erect plant fype with dark
green foliage and excellent standa-
bility — better than any variety of fs
matunty tested A3127 1s especially
oftractive ot maturity Its erect plants

are easily threshed A3127 has shown
o high level of field tolerance 1n the
presence of new races of Phytophthora
Root Rot It 1s resistant fo purple stain
Powdery Mildew, shattenng and
tolerant to pod and stem blight
-A3127 consistently delivers
outstanding high yields

Recommended Seeding Rates
7 rows 2 7seeds!ft
15 rows 5 5 seeds:/ft
30 rows 8 seeds/ft
36 rows 10 seeds;ft
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A3127
Establishes Record Yields

NCGA Convention Aug. 1-3

WASHINGTON, D.C.
— The 24th Annual
Convention of the
National Corn Growers
Association will be held
at the Veterans
Memonal Auditorium in
Des Moines, Iowa, on
August 13, 1982. In
addition to a normal
schedule of business
meetings of the NCGA
Board of Directors and
a general meeting of the
NCGA delegates, the
August 1-3 NCGA

Convention will
highhight the following
developments:

—National winners of
the 1981 Corn Yield
Contest at an awards
ceremony;

—A comprehensive
trade show featuring the
newest agricultural
equipment and ser-
vices;

—Outlook and
prospects for U.S. and

world corn production
and trade;

—Special interest

programs and at-
tractions.

Interested individuals I'M NOT
should contact: LION...
National Corn Growers The Classified
Association Convention, . Livestock
Attn: Lucy Norton, 200 5""‘"'.
West Towers, 1200 35th ey
Street, West Des
Motnes, Ia. 50265;
telephone 515/225-9242.

The performance of A3127 in 1980 & 1981 in Maximum Yield
Research work conducted at Rutgers University confirms what
farmers are finding in their fields across areas where group
Il soybeans are grown...that A3127 has tremendous yield

potential.

1980
Number Variety Average High
Comparisons Won Yield Yield
A3127 16 12 68.1 94.0
Elt 16 4 63.8 89.0
1981
Number Variety Average High
Comparisons Won Yield Yield
A3127 16 13 68.5 93.0
Hobbit 16 3 64.5 88.8

1980 & 1981 Summary; Maximum Yield Research with soybeans
in New Jersy in 1980 & 1981, Roy L. Flannery, Specialist in Solls
Rutgers University.

A3127 1s available in New Jersey thru these
authorized Asgrow dealers

Spacial Note Asgrow suggests that growers review State Test bulletins for complete test results

NORTH JERSEY BURLINGTON COUNTY
BILL BECHENBERG, IR. PETTIT & LIPPINCOTT
Pittstown, N J. Birmingham, N.J.
201-735-4142 609-261-2959
CENTRAL JERSEY SOUTH JERSEY
asgrow E. H. TINDALL, INC. IVAN GARRISON
Lawrenceville, N.J Elmer,N J.
609-587-5740 609-358-2656
or Contact
RAYA.LAYSER
1111 Narroc Road, Mechanicshurg, PA 17055
1-717-766-0653

For top corn yields
this year!

SMOKETOWN, PA

Pelleted UNIPEL 21-7-14 is an ideal fertilizer for the grower
who wants a Uniform Single Application of a complete
fertilizer on corn in Spring or Fall. It’s especially good for
programming high yield corn for grain, or for silage, and for

corn/soybean rotations.

g Let’s talk about 1t.

- omHn Come in and see us soon.
FERTILIZERS
Hobng the Workd Grow Bette?
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It meets the changing needs of most soils and supplies )
the ratio of Nitrogen, Phosphate and Potash...to maintain a ;
favorable plant-nutrient balance for top grain and forage
production.

Other Unipel Grades Available

20-10-10
10-20-20

10-10-30
13-34-10

P. L. ROHRER & BRO., INC.

PH: 717-299-2571

TM's, ORTHO CHEVRON anddesign UNIPEL Reg US Pat Off CHV57888
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