EAST LANSING, Mich. —
Scientists have now vaccinated
chicks - agamnst Marek’'s disease
through the eggshell, demon-
straung for the first tume that
resistance to disease can be
established by that method, says
Jagdev M. Sharma, Agricultural
Research Service veterinary
medical officer.

Sharma, stationed at the ARS
Regional Poultry Research
Laboratory adjormng the Michugan
State Umversity campus,
collaborated with Ben R. Bur-
mester n developing the
technique.

“We were surprised by the
results,”” Sharma says. *‘Chicks
were protected from Marek’s
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study, chicks that were vaccinated when
emBryos proved that inoculation did not reduce hatchgbility.
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disease by the time they hatched so
they overcame early exposure to
the disease much better than
chicks vaccinated at hatching, now
the common practice i com-
mercial- production. 'The vac-
cination had no adverse effect on
percent of hateh or rate ot gain.”

‘To vaccinate the embryos, a
small hole was drilled in the shell
-and the needle mnserted into the
egg. The holes were then filled with
paraffin, although later tests
showed no ill effects from leaving
the holes unfilled. After hatching,
the chicks were exposed to
Marek’s disease by’ injection or by
air treatment.

“This prehatch vaccination
procedure may help overcome
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White SP combine model 8800, 5 yrs.
old. Price to sell. 15 row grain header.

6 row, 30 inch corn head, fully
hydraulic $25,000. Good condition.

Phone: 215-458-5060
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24

Approx. 7 mi. northeast of Bedford,
Bédford County, PA.

Real Estate - Approx. 262 acre tarm, 70 acres
crop land, 34 acres pasture,
woodland. 2%z story brick house, modern
100x40 bank barn,
through property, also Charolais cattle and

MR. & MRS. DAVID BOSSART
Bedford, R.D. 1
¥For information phone

Claycomb and Mishler, Auctioneers

vaccination failures that are an
ncreasing problem 1n commercial
poultry production,’” Sharma says.
In most ‘commercial flocks, vac-
cime 1S mjected shortly atter
bhatchang. Within a few hours, the
clhucks are placed in brooder
houses, where exposure to Marek’s
disease virus is hkely. The tume
between vaccination and exposure
18 sometimes so short that
chickens do not develop adequate
immumty, and some chicks get the
disease.

To confirm thus theory, Sharma
put oft exposing some chicks to
Marek’s disease until 8 days after
hatching and vacctnation. They
were fully resistant to the virus,
indicatintg that the vaccine and
vaccination procedure were ef-
fective; the problem apparently
was due to lack of time for im-
.mumty to develop after vac-
cination,

When birds vaccinated 3 days
before hatching were exposed to
Marek’s disease by injection 3
days after hatching, they suffered
14-percent losses. Birds vaccinated
the day of hatching and exposed 3
days later suffered 72-percent
losses. .

“We found optimum protection
was achieved if vaccination was
done at about the 18th day ot
embryonation,”’ Sharma says,
*the same ume that embryonated
eggs are routinely transferred to
hatching trays i commercial
operations. It may be possible for
producers to vaccmate and
transfer eggs at the same time.
Whether our methods, under
laboratory conditions, would
be practical under commercial
conditions remaiwns to be deter-
mined. It also remains to be seen if
this method of vaccwmation 1s
teasible for other diseases.”

Eggs used 1n the tests came trom
chickens regred i isolation, free
from exposure to Marek’s disease
and othe tumor-causing viruses as
well as other bacteral and viral

poultry pathegens.
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-~ Marek’s disease control a success
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Jaddev M. Sharma, veterinary medical officer, inoculates a

fiat of chicken eggs with-HVT vaccine from the flask while
laboratory technician Barry Coulson removes the next flat
from the incubator for inoculation.

Wool Growers honor
nat’l members

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah —
Awards were presented lo two
lvestock agriculture leaders and
the family ot-the turd at the
recently completed convention ot
the National -Wool Growers
Assocration in Portand, OUregon.

Abner Rice ot Dillard, Oregon
was presemted a Specilal Service
Award 1n recogniliun ot s
“umgue and dedicated service’!
the American sheep tndustry and
the NWGA. Rice, who 15 a
promunent Uregon sheep rancher,
spearheaded the drive to deteat the
1980 Oregon reterendum that
would have banned the use of steel

Sale of *79 hunting licenses ends

HARRISBURG ~— Sale of out-
dated 1979-80 hunting licenses has
been discontinued by the Penn-
sylvania Game Commussion. °

Outdated hunting licenses have
become popular items for souvenir
hunters, collectors, hstory buffs,

12 Noon

-

158 acres

stream

14-623-6765

O O R e

LF LY

We'fi‘%

etc. The Game Commussion first
made outdated hunting licenses
from the 1976-77 bicentenmal year
available, and sold nearly §,000 of
them when an mstant demand
developed.

Interest 1n outdated licenses has
continued, aithough popularity has
dropped somewhat from the imtial
offermg. During the past year,
about 1,200 of the 1979-80 cutdated
licenses were sold to collectors.

Although the 1979-80 licenses are
no longer available, the Game
Commission 18 now offering for
sale outdated hunting lcenses
Trom the 198081 year. Licenses
avallable at a fee of 25 cents each
include the archery stamp, the
muzzleloader stamp, nonrestdent
hunting license, senror resident
hcense, junior resident license and
adult resident License.

The Game Commission is also
offering for sale outdated 1981
resirdent and nonresident bear
licenses, at a fee of 50 cents each.

‘There 1s a $2 handling charge for
each order. Orders should be sent
to Pennsylvama- Game Com-
mussion, 8000 Derry St., P.O. Box
1567, Harrisburg, PA 17120.
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traps for predator control in that
state.

In presenting the award to Rice,
Bob Genney, also of Oregon and
treasurer ot the national
assocration, said that the acton ot
Rice and s commuttee ‘served
nolice that capricious and punitive
actions duwrected agamnst produc-
tion of agriculture would be met
with strong and capable
resistance,” The referendwn was
uitunately defteated by a two to one
margin.

Jun Bowns ot Utah State
Umversity, was honored as the
recipient ot the Camp Tenders
Award, dedicated to persons who
aren’t mvolved directly 1 the
production of wool and lamb.
Bowns was oited for s con-
tributionn I the field ot range
management and ammal damage
cuntrol. His citation noted that “‘no
wdustry can survive without the
support and the assistance of
people like Bowns whose primary
c¢oncern 1s the adaption ot
protessional  techmqgues to
management problems.”” Bowns is
trom Cedar City, Utah,

Elwood Rich and Roscoe J. Rich
were presented the McClure
Award i memory of thewr-
decveased father, R.C. Hich. Rich
was a promunent idaho rdhcher
who served as president ot the
National Wool Growers Association
1n 1936. Rich was mstrumental
the organizaton ot promotional
programs tor woul products,
among nwmerous other acuvities.
‘The MeClue Award 15 the hghest
honor the mdustry can bestow
upon a lamb and wool grower. It 1s
named tor a tormer association
otticial, S.J. MeClure, whose 1n-
novative  programs comprise
many of the traditional activities
ot the NWGA today.

in honoring the Rich tamily, Don
Meike, ot Kaycee, Wyonng who
serves as chairman ot the Board ot
the associalion, explained that
R.C. Rich “epitomized  the
leadership and deternmunation that
have been the hallmark ot the
industry and assoctaton over is
1l/th year span.” The National
Wool Growers Association is the
uvldest  national lhivestock
organization w the United b‘wle‘s.
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