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*W1ill There Be Enough Food?”

‘That's the tstle of the 191
Yearbook of Agricuiture produced
by the U.S. Department of
Agricuiture. It’s a question of vital
concern to many milions of
Americans and 10 a pgrowimng
population around the world. It's a
question that's not easdy an-
swered.

In 344 pages, a variety of
yearbook writers have pondered
the question, some pointing out the
harsh realities ot our agricultural
history and others looking torward
to new agricultural suceesses. The
yearbook covers a number ot
agncultural concerns, including-
the loss of prime tarmland,
whether agricultural productivity
1s leveling oft, the problem ot soil
erosion, the diversion ot
agricultyral resources from tood
production te meet energy
requirements, inereased water
and soil poliution and tood shori-
talls around the world.

1n mntroducing the new yearbook
recently 1n Washington, Secretary
of Agriculture John Block said the
subject ot the yearbook, Wil
‘There Be Knough Food?” 18 more
than one sunple question. He posed
a variety of questions.

Can American farmers continue
to meet our needs and help ease
hunger around the world? Wil our

tood production system continue 1o -

provide more paychecks for
Americans than any other in-
dustry? Will tarm exports continue
to pay tor one-fourth or more ot our
unports each year? Block said the
intormation 1n  the yearbook
represents the considered
viewpoints ot many authors, with
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ny eltuil bemg made towards a
pre-determined answer.

Block told his Washington guests
that he thinks American tarmers
will provide ample tood products
needed by the nation’s population
for the foreseeable tuture. But he
pointed 1o two main clouds that
might threaten that situation,

The tirst, the problem of
maintaining the nation’s natural
resourse base with emphasis on
revitalizing sotl conservaton
programs. ‘I'he second, protecung
and strengthenng agricuitural
research,

Block said the world is in-
creasing its  dependence on
American tarmers. He expects
them to be providing 15 percent ot
the world’s agricuiiural supplies
by 1985. Compare that with only
two percent in the early '50s, and
only 11 percent a couple of years
ago. 'T'o do this he says, U.S. tarm
exports will have to mcrease as
much as eight percent a year.

‘fhe yearbuok ceremony was
prumarily a media event, auned at
gaming 4as much atiention as
possible for the publication.
‘Through good luck or good plan-
nng, the secretary had the pertect
backdrop tor his introduction
speech—a year's supply of toud tor
a family of tour. There It was, all
stacked up In boxes and bags,
bottles and plastic contaimers—
5,446 pounds ot tood, with a retail
value ot shghtly more than $9,000.

‘The backdrop was an old 1dea
updated and brought sharply into
tocus by the utle ot the yearbook.
“Will ‘There Be Enough Food?”’
When you see how much food 1t
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takes tour people tur a yeat, i
makes you wonder.  ° .

fhe wfea of g display ol & year’s
,apply ot toud was tirst pulled
together 1 190l by an A&P
supermarket i Cleveldnd. The
DubPontl Company, working with
Sateway stores, updated 1t 4 few
years back and was responstble tor
getung 1t all together again tor
1981. '

Standing i fromt ot ihat
agricuitural abundance, Bloek
discussed the umportance ot
American agricuiture around the
world and the department’s
conumtmnent L wsuring a con-
tnuing  supply ot healthy
wholésome food at a reasonable
price.

It was interesung to note what
the big-tume media tolks wanted to
talk about. Block was there to
introduce his yearbook and talk
about agriculture’s comunitment to
the tutwre. But the media folks
wanted to fook for scandal.

‘They wanted to know it the
yearbook ot agnculture was
necessary. They wondered how
many tood stammps couid have been
issued Instead of the yearbuvok.
They worried aboul what was
going to happen to that huge
display ot tood, once the 1V
cameras stopped rolhing. And they
wanted o know who paid the bl
tor the medla event they were
partictpating k.

1 guess John HBiock 18 used Lo that
kind ot questioning. He Kkept his
cool and gave sensible answers
without betng drawn 1nto a debate
that would have put hun on the six
o'clock news. He said the yearbook
was 4 tradition that he tell was
important, that it provided good
useful information to lots ot people,
and that he pianned to continue 1t
even though 1t did cost guite a tnt.
He said the question, “Will There
Be Enough Food” 1s one that all

_Americans need o consider and

that the yearbook will help them do
that. ‘

He also said lhe media event
didn’t really cost the taxpayers
anything, since the bl tor most of
the acuvity, ncinding the tood
display, was being picked up by the
DuPont Company and Sateway.
And he also pointed out that once
the event was over, the tood was
gowng to be donated to the Capital
Area Food Bawnk. One reporter
even wanted (o quarrel with that,
since firms that donale to tood
Danks, get 4 tax write-ott.
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1 camnie awa) 11 onit tiat gathering
Lconvineed - that agrncullure has a
tremnendous story, but we're going
o have 4 tough tune telimg 1. It
was ubvious to e that the media
present wasn’t really mterested in
the Yearbook ot Agriculture and
what 1t said and the 1ssue that it
rowges, They wanted W tind some
wil o U Deparument  of
Agricuiture. They wanted to
pruvoke the secretary mto saying
something that would make good
headlines and they wanted to look
for waste of taxpayer fnoney. °

1 sincerely doubt that any ot
them knew anything about
agriculture w ask  meamngful
questions about 1, sv nstead they
focused on what they did Know
about—waste In govermment.
Theremn lies a message tor the
agricultural conununity.

‘The big cty media doesn’l un-
derstand agricufture, and as a
result  sn't gomg to give 1t
voverage. ‘They'll either 1gnode 1t
because they don’'t think what
agricutture folks are domg 1s
unportant, or they il distort what 1s
said because they don’'t understand
it. Or they’ll look tor a scandal.
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Frank G. Bamer, left, retired chairman of Agronomy.Ex-

And It there 1sn't a scandal, then
there probably won't be much
coverage.

‘That’s a tawly broad indicunent
and 1 suppose 1t 1sn’t tair Lo all big
ity media tolks. Perhaps some do
understand agricuiture, but their
concerns at the yearbook
ceremony didn’t show it.

‘There may be waste 1 govern-
ment, even some 1n the Depart-
ment of Agricuiture, but atter
scanmng the 1981 Yearbook of
Agriculture and pondering its
topie, Wil There Be Enough
Fooud?” 1 don’t think “we can
calegorize it as a waste,

As a footnote, 1 might add that
the yearbooks of agriculinre over
the years have become classics,
even collector's ntems, cherished
by their uwners tor their content. 1
can recall one ur twu that weren't
thal great, bul most ot them are
worthy ot publicalion, and 1 think
the 1981 yearbouk will be classitied
as one of the really good ones.
Copies are avadable tor §/ trom
the Supermtendent ot Docurnems,
Washington, D.C. 20402, You smaght
be dble t get a free copy by
WrILhlg your congresstian.
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tension at Penn State, is honored as “Man of the Year" by the
Pennsylvania Plant Food and Protectant Educational Society.
Making the presentation is William Gerhart, of State College,
representative of American Cyanamid Company and member
of the awards committee. During a quarter century at Penn
State, Bamer developed fertilizer and seed recommendations
that evolved into the Agronomy Guide and started district

and state hay shows.
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