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Reindeer offer Alaska new agricultural industry
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA -

Reindeer herds may provide
Alaska with a new agricultural
industry.

Although there once were some
600,000 reindeer on the Alaskan
tundra, the industry virtually
collapsed for economic, biological
and political reasons, and the
number of animals dwindled to
only30,000.

Now Alaskans are trying to solve
some of those problems—with the
idea of enlarging the reindeer
herds. Working together are U.S.
Department of Agriculture
researchers and extension
workers, the University of Alaska
in Fairbanks, and state and native
groups and organizations.

Diseases and parasites plague

the reindeer, and Dr. Robert A.
Oieterich, a veterinarian and
professor at the university, seeks
ways to control them. His research
and testing have helped solve two
major reindeer health problems,
warble flies and brucellosis.

Under Dieterich’s direction, the
Northwest Alaska Native
Association began last year to
inoculate a portion of its herd for
protection against warbles,
parasitic flies which seriously
inhibit weight gain in animals and
weaken their disease.

Warbles also destroy all com-
mercial potential for the hides by
perforating them with holes. To
fight this pest, Dieterich is using
famphur, a larvicide which has
been used successfully oncattle.
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treatment of other free-ranging
species such as moose andcaribou.

The Reindeer Herder’s
Association listed control of
brucellosis, along with warbles,
among its highest research
priorities. Vaccine used for
brucellosis in cattle in the United
States is not effective with rein-
deer, so Dieterich is- testing
alternatives.

However, traditional methods of
appUcation-pouringfamphur over
the animal’s back-though suc-
cessful with cattle, won’t work for
reindeer. Hair on the reindeer’s
back is water repellant, so fam-
phur can't penetrate. In addition,
this method, like inoculation with a
needle and syringe, requires
physical handling that causes,
damaging stress to the semi-wild
animals;

Dieterich, in cooperation with
the 3M Company, is seeking the
answer with a ballistic implant
system. A 25-calibre compressed
air rifle can be used to shoot a
biodegradable, drug-impregnat-
ed pellet into the reindeer. The
newly-developed method also
could make possible vaccination or

John Shaeffer, president of the
Northwest- Alaska Native
Association, says he hopes a lot of
people will get into the business of
reindeer.

Shaeffer says the association
could harvest 1,200 carcasses
annually by increasing its present
herd from 7,000 to 30,000 reindeer.
That would lower red meat costs in
the region and provide an
estimated 40 full-time jobs and 80
seasonal jobs.

Both the lower meat costs and
jobs would benefit Northwestern
Alaska, with its 14 percent (Turn to Page 816)
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$192 + 1840M -.19% 37f
THESE ABS SIRES ARE NOW PLUS *2OO

29H4000 Columbus +5294 +2639M . -.19% +64F
29H3161 Print +5272 +2044M +.00% +7SF
29H3064 Jason +5262 +2157M -.08% +6SF
29H3085 Elmer +s2so +IBI4M +.04% +72F
29H3815 MilkMaster +5232 +1750M +.00% +64F
29H3105 Milmay +5232 + 1748 M +.00% +64F
29H3313 Jax +5225 +2045M N/A N/A
29H3098 Dynamo +s22o +1874M -.10% +S2F
29H3130 Tempest +s2lB +1743M -.05% +S6F
29H3287 Luck E +S2I3 +1742M -.06% +S3F
29H2960 Sexation +S2I2 + 1460 M +.07% +64F
29H3303 Eric +s2o9 +1784M -.10% +49F
29H2851 Valiant +s2o4 +1547M +.00% +S6F
29H3261 Sinnissippi +s2o2 +I9IOM -.18% +4OF
29H2856 Brook +S2O2 +IB3BM -.15% +43F
29H2510 Demand +s2oo +2172 M -.31% +2BF
29H3845 Radar +s2oo +1727M -.11% +46F

unemployment rate. The average
income per household in that area
is nearthe national poverty level.

Additional income can be
realized from the hides, once the
warble fly is eliminated. Antlers
already are generating income
from sales in the Orient, where
they are used for medicinal pur-
poses. Top grades sold for $5O a
poundlast year.

Almost half a square mile of
range is needed to. support each
reindeer, said Jack Luick,
university scientist who studies the
nutrition and management
problems of the animals. The
amount of land a herd requires
depends, in part, on management
practices.

Alaska’s 13 herd owners hold
land-use permits for areas ranging
from 500,000 to 1 million acres.
Twelve allow their herds to wander
free on the open range. The thir-

.97% +I.7BPDT

41% PDTN/A
74% -.SIPDT
73% +1.30 PDT
70% +.ll PDT
62% +1.40 PDT
67% +1.50 PDT
N/A N/A

71% +1.51 PDT
69% -.49PDT
71% -.05 PDT (
72% +2.38 PDT
66% +.13PDT
77% +2.20PDT
66% +.51 PDT
67% -.99 PDT
99% +.71 PDT
59% -.09 PDT

Wholeads morehp classes lorfuel efficiency
in overlOOhp 2WDtracto«?

□ AJlis-Chaimen turbocharges all its over-WOhptractors.
Turbocharging is just one of the reasons why Take ihe challenge Compare feature for feature
Alhs-Chaimers leads 3ofme 5 over-100 hp2WD You M discover why our line and yourAUis-Chalmers
categories in tests for fuel economy Ourdiesels dealer are better designed for youroperation when
are yearsahead m productivity dependability and u comes to fuel efficiency and top performance
fuel economy 3 of our biggest over-IDO ho 2WD
tractors feature intercoolers for improved per- PgHtr
fprmance economy and long life A new fuel lilt A
pump assures top performance and easy cold- encaiy

weatherstarting By-oass oil filters mean cleaner Atactfr #>uai anrne
oil fewer changes MmA AULIS“CHALJVIERS

New 3year tractor service policy now available.
See us for details

1.TPD,Waiver to 9-1-82 on all current model tractors

2.11.9% APRfor 3years (5% dealer participation)

3.13.9% APR for 5 years (5% dealer participation)

4. Cash in lieu of.

ROY H. BUCK, INC.
Ephrata, RD 2, PA

717-859-2441

CJ. WONSIDLER BROS. B. EQUIP., INC.
RDI, Quakertown, PA 8422 Wayne Hwy

i? 1®’3361935 Waynesboro, PA
- 215-536-7523 717-762-3193

WERTZ GARAGE
Lineboro, MD
301-374-2672

AGRONOMICS INC.
Box 64,R.D. 2
Factoryville, PA
717-945-3933

PAUL DOTHRER
FARM EQUIPMENT

R.D. 2. Mill Hall. PA
717-726-3471

NICHOLS
FARM EQUIPMENT

R.D. 1 Bloomsburg PA
717-784-7731

MARSHALL MACHINERY
R.D. 4. Honesdale, PA

717-729-7117

LH. BRUBAKER, INC.
Lancaster, PA
717-397-5179

AG. IND. EQUIPMENT CO.,
INC.,

1207Telegraph Rd.
Rising Sun, MD
301-658-5568
301-398-6132
215-869-3542

GRUMELLI FARM SERVICE
Quarryville, PA
717-786-7318

BHM (ARM
EQUIPMENT, INC.

Annville, RDI, PA
717-867-2211PETERMAN FARM

EQUIPMENT, INC.
225 York Road CJ. WOXSIDIER BROS

Carlisle, PA RD 2, Oley, PA
717-249-5338 215-987-6257

SHARTLESVILLE AIRVILLE
FARM SERVICE EQUIPMENT, INC.

Shartlesville, PA p.o. Box 37,
215-488-1025 Airville. PA

H. Daniel Wenger, Prop. 717-862-3358

MECKLEY’S LIMESTONE C. J. WONSIDLER BROS.
PRODUCTS INC. Rt. 309 & 100

R.D t Herndvin, PA R 2 Tripoli, PA
717 758-3915 215-767-7611

ABS
Allenwood, PA
Bangor, PA
Baptistown, NJ
Carlisle, PA
Clifford. PA
Coburn, PA
Columbia, PA
Detour, MD
Oornsife, PA
Elmer, NJ
Ephrata, PA
Holtwood, PA
Kirkwood, PA
Lambertville, NJ
Lebanon, PA
Leola, PA

CALL YOUR LOCAL ABS REPRESENTATIVE FOR
COMPLETE DETAILS ON THE JAN. AB2 SIRE SUMMARY

George Showers
Eric Heinsohn
Cindy Gordeuk
Wayne Piper
William Horton
Wendel Mutser
James Charles
Jim Carmack
Steve Kieffer
Cyndy Hetzell
Darvin Yoder
Paul Herr
Dan Rush

717-538-1812
215-588-4704
201-996-2068
717-532-4401
717-222-3224
814-349-5310
717-898-8694
301-662-5419
717-758-1714
609-455-8187
717-733-0966
717-2844592
717-529-6548
717-658-7316
717-949-2381
717-656-6700

Robert Fulper
Paul Martin

Linden, PA Larry Bower 717-323-9710
Mansfield,PA Harold Robson, Jr. 717-962-7731
Mifflinburg, PA John M. Beachy 717-966-1344
Mifflintown, PA MervinZendt 717-436-6386
Miltvijle, PA WilmerHendricks 717-458-5949
Mt. Airy, MD AllanPickett 301-663-4191
Pen Van, NY Calvin Crosby 315-526-6144
Port Murray, NJ Robert Kayhart 201-689-2605
Prospectville, PA William Tyner 215-542-8479
Reading, PA Robert Greider 215-378-1212
Reedsville, PA GlennBarr —717-667-2775
Stewartstown, PA Tom Engle 717-993-6836
Thomasville,PA Ira Boyer 717-225-3758
Ulysses, PA Bonnie Barker 814-848-7674
WestGrove; PA DanRush 215-869-9187.Lynn Gardner


