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Pseudorabies breaks out in
BY SHEILA MILLER

HARRISBURG - The highly
contagious pseudorabies disease
that has been plaguing hog
producers in Lancaster and
surrounding counties for almost
twoyears has crept into a Franklin
County farrow-to-finish hog
operation.

According to Dr. John Cable of
the Pennsylvania Department of
Agriculture’s Bureau of Animal
Industries, this is the first case of
pseudorabies in Franklin County.
The disease previously had
seemed confined to the Ephrata
area of County, with
only a few isolated cases occurring
in Berks, Lebanon, Chester and
Schuylkill counties. There are
presently 25 herds under
quarantine 23 are in the Ephrata
core area with 1 in Berks and 1 in

counties.
A local veterinarian alerted BAI

on Dec. 27 when he suspected PRV

in a group of 15 steers on the tai i n
Several of the steers wore
exhibiting the symptoms of ‘mud
itch’ rubbing their heads and
scratchingseverely. -

PRV, which is passed from
swine to cattle through nose-to-
nose or nose-to-rectum contact,
affects the steer’s central nervous
system and results in death within
4 or 5 days. Although it is not a
‘dead-end’ disease in swine, it
causes severe losses in pig num-
bers due to a high incidence of
mortality. It is suspected that the
Franklin steers were infected with
the virus through contact with the
sows housed next to them with onlv
a fence separatingthem.

After the death of two of the
steers during the first week, the
Franklin farmer submitted two
complete carcasses to the BAI
Summerdale laboratory for
diagnosticwork. The'veterinarians
and staff isolated the PRV-causing
herpes virus in a brain culture.

• FALLING OFF • LEAKING AIR
• DETERIORATION • INKING OFF
Keep your milk production at its peak by
replacing your tired inflations with' new
efficient ECI soft designs.

DIFFERENT THAN ANY OTHER INFLATION

Ask your dealer for the new ECI Mfni-catalog or write direct to:

HITCH UP TO A WINNER!
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Franklin Co.
.'lirtiiiltaii!”. 1 in* staff ran

blond test- die Franklin far-
mer's pigs. All tests came back
‘positive’ for PRV.

Since the disease broke out in the
herd, 14 of the 15 steers died, and
the farmer is suffering severe
losses in his pig crop, reports
Cable. Out of a total of 24 litters, 22
have been lost.

The source of the PRV in
Franklin County is being in-
vestigated at the present time
through the efforts of Dr. Robert
Probasco, Region 6 veterinarian.
“At the present time there are no
leads on how the disease was in-
troduced.” comments Cable.
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Livestock, Grain & Bulk Feed

TRACTOR DISPLAY
1982 PENNSYLVANIA

FARM SHOW
Allan or Larry will be at the show

Monday through Friday to help you...

M.H. EBY, INC.
Manufacturer of All Aluminum Track Bodies
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Refrigerated Trailers,
Sales & Service
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Blue Ball, Pa. 717-354-497 T

r* 1
5*

I

HM72 C122

91056

mosmm
MGS TRAILERS has your answer with

convenience in mind!
VISIT our rustic sales barn to see these

winning trailers first hand.

All we do, makes it easy for you to .

“HITCH UP TO A WINNER”
8-5 Weekdays
215-267-7528

SOI 02

Near Zinn's Diner at the
PA Turnpike North of Exit 21.

HAULING FIREWOOD? SNOWMOBILES?
CYCLES?

YES, MGS can install a hitch and wire your
car to match your new trailer.

MEET A

Tractois
Equipment

NEW WORLD
OF FORD
POWER!

ON YOUR WAY TO THE
FARM SHOW FOR FREE
COFFEE & LITTER BAG

LANCASe FORD TRACTOR, INC.
(THE FRIENDLY STORE WHERE YOU GET MORE)

1655Rohrerstown Road, Lancaster, Pa. 17601 Flory MillExit off 283
Phone: 717-569-7063
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