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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Thirteen
livestock herds containing nearly
4,000 animals were found to be
infected with bovine tuberculosis
during the fiscal year which ended
Sept. 30, U.S. Department of
Agriculture officials said.

“This continues the generally
decreasing trend of tuberculosis
infection in U.S. cattle herds
during the past ten years,” said
Ralph Hosker, a veterinarian with
USRA’s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service. “In 1971 there
were 67 herds found infected with
the disease.”

All animals in the 13 herds were
slaughtered to eliminate the
disease and the owners paid a total
of $1.4 million in federal* in-
demnities, Hosker said.

“We’re inclined to forget that
bovine tuberculosis is also a

human disease,” Hosier said.
“Bovine -tuberculosis can cause
hunchback, which rarelj* occurs
today. The disease was usually
spread by humans drinking raw,
unpasteurizedmilk or by handling
infected raw meat. Today’s meat
inspection programs and milk
pasteurization are designed to help
protect people fromthe disease.

“Tuberculosis is an insidious
disease with a delayed incubation
that may have a long-term effect
on exposed animals remaining in a
herd,”he said.

“The last 5 herds authorized for
destruction during the 1981 fiscal
year had 550 cattle and 5 swine,”
Hosker said. These herds were
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located in Vermont, West Virginia,
Illinois, Kentucky and Puerto
Rico.

“Thanks to a broad range of
detection and surveillance
techniques, weare able to find and
remove these sources of tuber-
culosis infection,” Hosker said. “If
left undetected, they could have
spread the disease unknowingly to
other herds.”
r Hosker said the Vermont herd
wp a 185-head dairy operation
nearEnosburg Falls. The infection
was found through tuberculin
testing required in the com-
munities where the milk was sold.

Meat inspectors helped find the
disease in three other herds when
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they reported lesions resembling
those of tuberculosis in the car-
casses of slaughtered cows. USDA
officials traced the animalsto their
owners and confirmed these in-
fections through testing and
laboratory diagnostic procedures;
166 head of cattle near Bloit in
Boone County, 111.; a 66-head herd
near CApon Bridge, W. Va.; and 85
cattle and 5 swine at Summer
Shade in Metcalfe County, Ky.

Also, Hosker said, APHIS
authorized the slaughter of a 45-
head herd at Naguabo, Puerto
Rico, because animals had been
intermingled with another herd
found to be infected this past
summer.

The other eight herds destroyed
duringfiscal year 1981 were: three
in Alabama, two in Puerto Rico
and one each in Arkansas, Texas
and Hawaii.

Hosker said veterinarians
confirm infection in cattle herds by
tuberculin testing, examining
carcasses of those with positive
test reactions, and culturing
tissues with lesions resembling
tuberculosis. The APHIS National
Veterinary Services Laboratories
at Ames, lowa, does the diagonstic
laboratory work. An infection is
confirmed only after the causative
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In concluding his remarks,
NCGA President Mullins called on
Agriculture Secretary Block to
arrange for an immediate meeting
of the NCGA farmer officers with
President Reagan.

“Such a meeting would allowthe
President to focus solely on, and
hopefully appreciate better, the
financial plight in which the U.S.
government is placing U.S. com
farmers,” said Mullins.
“President Reagan and par-
ticularly his economic advisers
must clearlv understand the long
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bacterium, Mycobacterium bovis,
is isolated.

Federal and state officials check
for tuberculosis through meat
inspectionreports, milk ordinance
testing, screening tests and testing
of livestock for sales, shows, in-
terstate and export shipments. In
addition, veterinarians on occasion
test all adjacent to an in-
fected herd or within a designated
area.

Whenever herds are destroyed,
the premises must be thoroughly
cleaned and disinfected and
remain free of livestock for at least
30 days.

Hosker said infected or exposed
herds are destroyed whenever
possible, since the disease returns
some 25 to 30 percent of the time
when less stringent measures are
undertaken.

The cooperative state-federal
bovine tuberculosis program
began in 1917 when about five
percent of all cattle were infected.
Now, the infection rate is less than
one-tenth of one percent, hesaid.

According to Dr. Max Van-
Buskirk, Jr., chiefveterinarian for
Pennsylvania’s Bureau of Animal
Industries, Pennsylvania has not
had a tuberculosis outbreak since
1978.

term ramifications to both the
national and farm economics,
should he move to embargo corn
exports. Failing to gain full and
complete cooperation of other
exporting countries in a grain
embargo will only accelerate the
collapse of U.S. corn prices, now
below $2 per bushel in several farm
states. Moreover, the shift of
Soviet grain import demand to the
other markets will allow the grain
exporting countries to gain a
permanently higher percentage of
world grain trade to the disad-
vantage ofU.S. comgrowers.”
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STEEL TANKS
OVER 190 IN STOCK

275 Gal. to 12,000 Gal.

Can Be Used For -

• Feed and grainbins
• 'Livestock water tanks
• Feeding troughs
• Tolls& Bridges '

• Manure Storage
• Fertilizer Storage
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PAUL B. ZIMMERMAN, Inc.
Hardware • Farm Supplies

I Manufacturing.* Crane Service
Box 128, R.D. #4,.Lititz, PA 17543

Wood Corner Rd., 1 Mile West ofEphrata
Phone: 717-738-1121


