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Animal rights

(Continued from Page A33)

since rail carriers could sign
waivers,

In 1959, the federal government
passed the Humane Slaughter Act
and n 1966 the Laboratory and
Anmmal Welfare Act was adopted
The veterinarian pointed out the
1970s saw the ‘‘evolution of how
society feels about animals.” The
Horse Protection Act was passed
1n 1970 and the Animal Welfare Act
was amended. Legslation to
protect wild horses and burros was
created, foo Then in 1976, both the
Horse Protection and Animal
Welfare Acts were once again
amended.

Schwindaman noted the animal
welfare groups are concerned
about the rights of ammmals, a
movement that began mn Europe.
“We must try to understand their
concerns,” he advised. ““They are
reasonable people for the most
part. We must be careful not to
become polarized.”

Penn State's Kenneth Goodwin,
head of the Poultry Science
Department, voiced his opimion
that farmers are under a mandate
to produce livestock as efficiently
as possible, while keeping the
welfare of those animals in mind

Over the years, farmers have
seen a transition in ammal
husbandry that moved livestock
and poultry from a range situation
to confinement in order to control
predators and execute proper
management.

Calling on his experiences in the
poultry field, Goodwin noted
“pbards 1n cages today produce as
well as, if not better than, floor-
raised bird He stressed the caged
birds’ “hvability” was better than
range or floor birds.

With mproved health and
feeding management, Goodwin
stated poultry producers have
been able to surpass goals in feed
conversion 1n the broiler business.
Instead of producing a 4-pound
bird with 12 pounds of feed mn 12
weeks, producers now can produce
a 4-pound bird with 8 pounds of
feed in 7 weeks. -

“There has been no time in the
history of the world when people
have been able to eat as cheaply or
as safely as today,” Goodwin
exclaimed. ‘“And farmers are
being criticized for doing thus.”

Goodwin conceded there are
some management practices that
might need changing, however,
and suggested that discussions on
animal welfare be kept open —
basing these debates on things that
can be measured, such as fertility,
productivity, and abuse.

The poultry scientist defined
animal rights as ‘an-
tropomorphism’ — assigning
human feelings and thoughts to
ammals. ‘“When I'm asked how I'd
hke to be kept in a cage, I respond
that [ wouldn’t But, neither would
I like to eat my own feces like
rabbtts do, or eat regurgitated
seafood hke seagulls do, or

hibernate all winter like hears

Robert Johnson of the
Massachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
told the group his agency’s task
was to ‘‘prevent cruelty to
amimals.”

“There 1s a growing conern and
awareness among nonfarm,
nonlivestock people about animals
used to produce food,”” he ex-
plained. ‘‘People over the years
have made an intentional blank in
their minds between the animals
and the end product. Now they’re
asking ‘Does the end justify the
means? Are bargain prices worth
the way animals are raised?’.”

Johnson noted that original
ammal welfare concerns centered
around horses — overworking and
overdriving. But now they concern
all management systems —
overcrowding, deprivation of feed
and water, absence of social
behavior.

“Neither the hvestock industry
or the humane groups could
condone filagrant cruelty,”
Johnson stated. ‘“The 1ssues need
to be defined and measured.

Umversity of Maryland’s
Thomas Hartsock, associate
professor of animal science,
commented that farmng and
nutrition cannot be separated. He
said farmers have been asked by
consumers to take a closer look at
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PFA President Keith Ecke! deliverea nis luncheon speech
to the conference participants on Tuesday, voicing his con-
cerns for the family farm and its public image as well as the

future for farming and PFA.

Resolution 305 which would create
a study group to look at the
economic, scientific, ethieal, and
environmental aspects of ammal

Agricultural Committee. “This
legislation won’t see the hght of
day n this adminstration,” he
predicted.

hushandry ho )
how and why they’re doing things husbandrs < heen <ent to the

However, he asked, “Are farmers

obligated to keep their animals READ

better than Mother Nature -
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Grow

life Experience the fascination

your own backyard Natural
education for kids, profitable
hobby for adults To get started

Factory Showroom Everything
you need for successful small
animal raising Fuli line of pre
fabricated, all-metaf Lifestyie
enciosures Watering systems
Feeders 100 foot rolls of welded
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Guinea Pigs
small animal. Right
inyourown -
backyard!

Puta fittle bit of country inyour

and fun of raising small animals in

visit the 1100 square foot Favorite
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Rabbits. Quail.
Pheasant. Racoons.
Chickens. Turkeys.

. Any

wire mesh Complete modular
rapbit raising systems Allat
direct-to-you low prices Stopin
today and save!

Favorite Manufacturing, Inc,
114-116 Earfand Industrial Park,
Building #1 Just East of New
Holland off Route 23 Phone
(717) 354-4586

Cypen weekdays: 7 30 AM to 4 30 PM

Fridays 7 30 AM to 6 00 PM
Saturdays 7-30 AM to11-30 AM
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DARK BLUE STRUCTURE WITH A
GLASS FUSED STEEL ROOF

IMMEDIATE ERECTION FOR
GRAIN STRUCTURES.

We have a special Introductory -
Ofter on Spring Haylage
Structures.
You can buy now with a
10% downpayment and
lock in the 1981 prices
on a 1982 Sealstor!
Balance of your
structure will become
duein spring.

CALL FOR
DETAILS
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Sealstor offers the
widest range of
liguid manure sluny
tank sizes available

Reliable, Affordable Laidig Unloaders
ROSKAMPROLLERMILLS | e o

) INSTOCK  caiiFor § | SPECIAL |
)  6.5x9 with 3 H.P. Motor Price

) Laidig Jr. Unloader ... *6500 )
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Superior engineering,
features and
performance
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PENN DUTCH FARM SYSTEMS, INC. LF117 g
1730 Highway 72 North Lebanon Pa 17042

I amnterested in l
(7] High Maisture Corn [T] Haylage or Lorn Silage
y 0 O Storage Storage N

Liquid Manure Storage ] Replacing my ofd or broken
[ O Please add my name bottom unioader with the Lachg . I}
to your maihng hist D Lawdig 43 Jr Gran Conversion ¢ “y ﬁ

1730 Highway 72 North

RN Lebanon, PA 17042 NAME
AN B ADDRESS E
717-273-9324 g ory STATE 2P B
TELEPHONE (including area code)
B NO. OF BEEF DAIRY HOGS |




