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| Beware of deadly silo gases

There’s noquestlon that modern
glass-lined silos offer advantages
to farmers in feed and forage

reservation. But they also present

a greater hazard to human health

if not used properly.

That’s the warning from Gary L.

3 Smith, Extension safety specialist
and agricultural engineering in-
structor at the University of
Maryland in College Park.

Smith notes that old-fashioned
concrete and masonry silos had
enough porosity to allow poisonous
silo gases to seép out slowly.
Yellowish stains on older, much-

used silos in rural areas around the
country give proof of this
phenomenon.

But modern airtight silos do not
offer similar protection to human
health, Smith points out.
manufacturers are aware'of this
hazard, and they have provided
blower fans and stenciled safety”
instructions which should be
carefully followed.

Basic precautxons are as
follows:

—When filling upright silos, run
the blower fan for 15 to 20 minutes
before you enter the structure

Keep the blower runmng as long as
sorneone is inside the silo.

—After a silo is filled, keep all
persons and animals away for at
least two weeks ~ preferably three
weeks. Never open up a silo unless
someone else is close enough to
come to your rescue if necessary.

—Keep the door closed between
your barn and silo room during the
danger period to protect livestock
from silo gas. -

—Provide for patural ventilation
during the danger period to carry
away silo gas fumes. This includes
keeping outside doors and windows
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open in your silo room. Remove
chute doors in your silo to the level
of the settled silage.

Be on the alert for bleach-like
odors or yellowish brown fumes in
or near your silo, the Maryland
Extension safety specialist
cautions. These are the telltale

“signs of nitrogen dioxide. the

poisonous component of silo gas.
If you experience the slightest
throat irritation or coughing in or
around a silo, get to fresh air
quickly, Smith warns. Only two or
three breaths of silo gas can cause
temporary loss of your sense of
smell. This can lead .to a false
sense of security that the poisonous

gas hasgone away. .

. You can make your own test
monitor for detecting silo gas by
starting with a clean'paper filter
from the coffee-maker in your
kitchen or the strainer in your milk
reom.

In a small clean dish, mis the
following solution: Y teaspoon of
liquid cornstarch; %5 teaspoon of
potassium iodide (brown iodine -
not red) and-s cup (3 shot glasses
of water).

Soak the paper disk in the liquid
solution; then dry the disk in an
oven at 100 to 125 degrees
Fahrenheit. Fold Scotch tape over
one edge of the disk and make a

— N hole for hanging. Wet the disk with ,

- water and hang at the bottom of

gilo chute or inside the chamber of
bottom-unloading silos. If the disk
turns purple, silo gas is present.
Once this chemical reaction oc-
curs, the disk may not be reused.

NO LITTLE
DEALER!

ORDER YOUR FALL SEED
GRAINS NOW*

» Certified Maury Barley
» Cestified Abe Wheat

e Certified Hart Wheat
» Certified Logari Wheat
¢ Certified Roland Wheat
» Certified Titan Wheat
* Winter Rye

JOHN DEERE

* Complete Line of Forage Grasses.
* Holland Extra Baler Twine
* Binder Twine

P.L. ROHRER & BRO, INC.

SMOKETOWN, PA  PH: 717-299-2571

r--

-----------.

H. E. EBY

JD 4420 CORN SIDEHILL JD 6620 JD 7720 CORN
SOYBEAN COMBINE SOYBEAN COMBINE SOYBEAN COMBINE WELDING
* Cab, Air, Heat, Auto. Header, 25 Foreman Road
Slow Shaft Monitor. * Cab, Air, Heat, Auto. Header, * Cab, Air, Heat, Auto. Header, - Elizabethtown, PA
Available With: -« _ Slow Shaft Monitor. Slow Shaft Monitor. 717-367-8344 or 8823
¢ 444 4-Row Wide or 443 4-Row . . . .
) Available With: Available With: .
. gfg'.‘:’,‘;‘, Platform * 643 6-Row Narrow Cornhead » 643 6-Row Narrow Cornhead : Stainless * Heavy
« 213-215 Rigid Platform * 215-216 Flex Platform * 215 Flex Platform . g{un:mum . Eg:l':fment
ee
* Cast Iron . Equipment -
e * Portable *Mig
* WEBACK OUR MACHINES WITH PARTS & SERVICE! Heliare

e Combine Parts Unit Exchange Available ¢

USED COMBINES

Farmer's Special
10% Discount

JD 6600 DIESEL JD 4400 GAS JD 95G iH 403 DIESEL with.coupon
With Cab - Read To Go With Cab No Cab .HYDRO Fast dependable welding.
- ’ A- table With 435 4.R thth 4 l;\‘;')w Corn Head - NO JOB TOO SMALL!
i ith: vailable : 5 4-Row Narrow justable Wide or .31,
. RowA\L?SZ?,'f l*ﬁf:‘c;w 4 Row Wide or Narrow Cornhead ) Narrow Expires: Oct. 31, 1981
6 Row Narrow 4440r443 - 12’ Platform With Pickup | With Platform YL L L L L
Two To Choose From! Reel

FARMERS!. ..

Interested In Making Extra Income
By Selling Your Neighbors Seed

Corn, Alfalfa, Sorghum, Sunflower

N | orSuda ngrass?
! Please Contact:

O'S GOLD
< SEED CO.

c/o Jack L. Crone
28 Mayfield Street

WHITE 545 6AS
12,000

* No Cab, 4 Row Wide
Asls-Wherels

JOHN DEERE 6600 G

e With Cab, Air, Heat &
Chopper, Spike Tooth $
Cylinder

Cornhead, With Platform $ 5 ooo
’ \ "

As s - Where Is

Agway Money Market Saving Certificates Now at $2,000
For Average Interest of 14.76 % ... Call For Prospectus!

CHAPMAN EQUIPMENT CENTER, INC.

Corner of Ruppsville Road & Chapman Road, Wescosville, Pa. 21 5-398-2553 .
Open Mon. thru Thurs. 8 AM to 5 PM; Fri. 8 AMto 8 PM; Sat. 8 AM to 4 PM

Dover, Pa. 17315
717-292-3406

* Prime Territory Open x -
O Yes, I'm interested In Dealership

O Yes, I'm interested In Buying
Name '
Address
Town
County




