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WASHINGTON, D.C. - To help
fewer inspectors do the nation’s
meat inspection job more ef-
ficiently, the U.S. Department of

. Agriculture is streamlining in-
spection requirements in hog
slaughteringplants.

One result of the changes will be
a reduction of about 110 inspector
positions, Donald L. Houston,
administrator of USDA’s Food
Safety and Inspection Service,
said. But, he said, these inspectors
will be reassigned to other
essentialareas needingpersonnel.

Houston said the standards are
being published as an interim

regulation, meaning they go into
effect immediately, because
current federal hiring restrictions
create an immediate need for
more efficient use ot agency
personnel.

However, the regulation will be
reviewed at the close ot the
comment period on October 27.

With the new procedure, made
possible by knowledged gained by
meat inspectors over the years,
today’s inspectors can complete
their examinations in less tune,
Houston said.

Aided by a mirror, the inspector
can observe all sides ot the carcass
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Although biomass agriculture is
a new phrase, it’s an old concept.
While scientists are now
developing sophisticated methods
of capturing and converting
biomass energy, cavemen prac-
ticed the concept. For in its sim-
plest form, the burning of wood to
release solar energy for warmth,
light and protection from hungry
tigers was probably the first man-
made use of biomass energy. This
energyoriginates with the sun.

The complicated chemical
process involved in plant
production is all a part of biomass
energy production. Man first
converted it to his own use by

eating the plants. Then he burned
them tor heat, light, and protec-
tion. He then burned plant
materials to kill insects, improve
grasslands, clear fields, and shape
weapons. Finally somebody struck
oil and we entered the age ot fossil
fuel—a source that took millions of
years to form and that will
someday run out.

So now we go back to our earliest
form of energy and start trying to
answer a lot of questions that have
been shelved for many years. No
doubt some of these answers will
put farmers in the forefront m the
energy production race that is
bound to occur duringthe next tew
decades.

without turning it. Further time
savings will come from greater
reliance on visual, rather than
manual, inspection ot the internal
organs. For example, inspectors
have learned that they need to
observe and teel certain organs,
while simply observing others is
sufficient.

"Diseases ot the spleen, for
instances, such as tuberculosis or
abscesses, are readily visible,”
Houston said. "Liver lesions are
easy to see, and abscesses rarely
are buried in swine liver as they
frequently are in the much thicker
liver ofcattle.”

Houston said in plants where the
new procedures are used, three
inspectors will be able to inspect
up to 506 hogs per hour, compared'
to 337 per hour at present. Similar
or higher gams m productivity are
achievable in larger plants which
havemore inspectors.

‘•The new procedures will permit
increased inspector productivity
with no loss of effectiveness,” said
Houston. "The changes are based
on improved inspection
procedures.

"Present inspection procedures
have been used since at least the
early 19305. Since that tune, the
incidence of diseases found during
inspection has changed, and tests
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TOP QUALITY BARN
SPRAY & BRUSH

PAINTING
p\ Penetration And Adhesion.

$13.00 per gallon applied, no additional cost. Average Barn $650.00
The farmers in Lancaster Co. are lucky because of the amount of
competition in barn painting.
Check with usfor the best deal! BRUNING

PHARES $. HURST
Rd 1, Box 420, Narvon, PA 17555

215-445-6186

Years of experience plus self
employment givesyou quality

work for less expense.

Mirrors help streamline hog inspection ,

indicate that more efficient
procedures are just as effective in
detecting current disease con-
ditions.”

The Federal Meat Inspection
Act requires the inspection tor
wholesomeness of all meat sold in
interstate and foreign commerce.

The interim regulation was
published in the August 28 Federal
Register. Comment., must be sent

NEWARK, Del. - The 20th
annual National Broiler Housing
Seminar will be held October 7 at
the University of Delaware Sub-
station near Georgetown. Deadline
for registration is September 25.
The $l5 fee covers lunch, coffee
and donuts, and a copy of the
proceedings.

Subjects to be discussed during
the seminar include an update on
solar research projects at the
Universities of Delaware and
Maryland; factors affecting
ammonia release in' broiler
houses; limited area brooding
techniques; alternative con-
struction designs—the flex house;

before October 27 to Food Safety
and Inspection Service Hearing
Clerk, Room 2637-South, U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C. 20250.

A background paper is available
trom Food Safety and Inspection
Service information. Room 1160-
South, USDA, Washington, D.C.
20250. Telephone(202) 447-0113.

Nat’l Broiler Housing
Seminar set for Oct. 7

present and future housing in the
South; a breakdown of con-
struction costs; a report on the
current status of the animal rights
issue; and a report on the current-
status of retroactive investment
tax credit legislation.

The meeting will begin at 8:30
a.m. and adjourn at 3:15. It is
sponsored jointly by the Delaware
and Maryland Cooperative Ex-
tension Services and Delmarva
Poultry Industry, Inc. For more
information, contact Extension
poultry specialist George
Chaloupka at the Georgetown
Substation 302/856-5250.

UN-KRETECO.

CONCRETE SPRAYING SERVICE
A PROVEN PRACTICAL WAY OF APPLYING CONCRETE

• Repair Retaining Walls • Reseal Manure Pits
• Strengthen Existing Masonry • Reseal Silos

Walls • Trench Silo Construction
★ Also Concrete Pumping Service

For Information Call:

KEYSTONE GUN-KRETE CO.
43 S. Harvest Road

Bird-In-Hand, PA 17505 717-768-3641
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Fiberdome Storage Bin FiberdomeForage

Funnel
Fiberdome Feed Cart Fiberdome Callhutch

MADE TO LAST WITH FIBERGLASS - from FIBERDOME
Fiberglass is practically dent Economical to Use • Simple to
proof Stands up to long periods Install • Easy to Operate •

of hard use • Contents stay Eliminates Oirty Chutes •

fresh because fiberglass Directs Flow of Feed • Saves
little or no heat • Because mere Wear on SiloChutes • Adapts to
IS very little condensation on the Any Make Silo
inside, moisture cannot alter the
contents of material being stored
• Fiberglass is rust resistant .——
Acidsandsalts can't hurt it - f

nbenlome. ...maAfc&stI P. O. Box 1 1 Lake Mills, Wl 53551

The only all fiberglass feed cart
• Buff exterior white gell coat
interior • 14 bushel capacity
(4 93 Hectoliter) • Immune to
silage acids does not rust • Easy
to load, unload and sanitize
• Tricycle gear with one
swiveling caster • Length 68 1/?”.

insulation value prov/des
warmth in winter while
remaining cool in summer •

Hutches may be nested for
compact storage • Hutches are
easily moved by use of firmly
imbedded i*bo(ts • Studies show
respirator problems disease and
calf mortality are reduced when
hutches are properly used

Width 31*/?”, Hopper depth
231/?'’ Tire Diameter 8" •

For more information contact your nearest dealer

PHILLIPS FEED
SERVICE INC. THOMASDUNLAP MONT-BUCHS FARM
Gei mansville, PA Rt. 220, Jersey Shore, PA BUREAU CO-OP ASSN.
215-767-3819 717-398-1391 Souderton, PA

Bath. PA 215-723-4355
215-837-6061

FARM BUREAI
Mifflinburg, PA
717-966-1047

NORTHERN STARSILO
Watsontown, PA
717-6495151

nri/oirrr c/ipm SliSf TERRE HILL SILO CO., INC.D EQUIPMENT" Womelsdorf,PA SOLLENBERGER SfLOESI 717-933-4616 215-445 6736 PA
717-729-7988 717-264-9588


