
KEARNEYSVILLE, WV -

Eating greens may be a special
treat, but harvesting them is
backbreaking work. So a trio ot
U.S. Department ot Agriculture
andState engmeers are developing
amechamcal harvester to revive a
dying industry.

which bunches and ties the leaves
automatically.

crew ot three turned out 18 cartons
(432 bunches) ot mustard greens
per hour and 28 cartons (672
bunches) ot turnip greens per
hour-rates that are only slightly
better, on a worker-hour basis,
than hand-harvesting. However,
this test model was designed for
single rows. A multiple-row har-
vester could mcrease worker
productivity, says Peterson. He
points out that the engmeermg
involved in converting his
prototype into a multiple-row
harvester should be relatively
simple. Productivity could also be
improved by 30 to 50 percent if
there is good weed control, and the
greens are ofmore uniform height,
he added. Hand-harvesting
currently accounts for 10 to 25
percent of the sale price of leafy
green vegetables.

The harvester wasrear-mounted
to a60-horsepower tractor that has
hydrostatic drive in order to
maintain a precise ground speed.
Peterson’s collaborators were ARS
engmeer G.K. Brown, located at
Michigan State University, and
A.K. Snvastava, assistant
professor ot agricultural
engineering at Michigan State
University.

“Fresh market greens are on the
decline because they have to be
hand-harvested, and workers are
ditticult to lind,” says Donald L.
Peterson who is with USDA’s
Agricultural Research Service at
Kearneysville, WV

The harvester performed well
for turnip and mustard greens
which had been drill-planted, but
did not satisfactorily gather
collards which were grown as
widely spaced individual plants. It
produced bunches that were more
uniform in size than hand-
harvested greens and equal in
quality.

While stationed at East Lansing,
Ml, Peterson and two colleagues
desgmed, built and tield-tested the
first prototype harvester which
gathers and cuts the leaves and
conveys them through an in-
spection area where discolored
leaves and weeds are removed by
hand, then on to a mechanism The prototype harvester and its Peterson estimates it will be 2 to

Harvester for greens may save time, labor
3 years betore the prototype
harvester is ready tor commercial
use. Brown and Snvastava are
continuing its developmentandare
trying to adapt it to a large variety

WASHINGTON - The United
States will make $55 million
available to Poland in response to
that country’s urgent need for
corn, Secretary of Agriculture
JohnR. Block said today.

Funds will be provided through
an allocation under Title I of
Public Law 480 (Food for Peace),
and will supplement previous
short-term financing made
available under the Commodity
Credit Corporation’s GSM-102
export payment guarantee
program. Commodities to be
financed under the P.L. 480
allocation will be purchased for
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of leafy greens, including root
crops that are sold with their leafy
tops, such as beets, bunching
onions, turnips and possibly
carrots.

$55 million available
to Poland
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ALSO - WILL DO SIGN
PAINTING AT OUR SHOP.

AMOS FISHER
667 Hartman Station Rd.

Lancaster, PA 17601
717-393-6530

Compare the Stoltxffus
Woodwork Calf Hutch

August and September delivery,
Block said.

CCC last September allocated
$670 million in credit guaranteesto
Poland to enable it to obtain
commercial financing to buy
American agricultural com-
modities in fiscal 1981. Poland has
now used about $652 million of that
allocation.

Title I of Public Law 480 allows
receiving nations to buy U.S.
agricultural products for dollars,
but on credit terms more favorable
than normal commercial tran-
sactions. The total P.L. 480
financing period for Poland will be
10 years.
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MARS daughters are freshening all across the country, and
they are doing extremely well too. mars daughters are doing so
well that his POM went from +1653 to +1716 when 114
daughters were added to his USDA Summary. MARS daughers
look very nice too. His POT went from +1.63 to +1.79!

Caliyour ABS Representative and ask for MARS!

Bangor, PA
Baptistown, NJ
Columbia, PA
Ephrata, PA
Holtwood, PA
Lebanon, PA
Leola, PA
Port Murray. NJ
Prospectville, PA
Reading, PA
Stewartstown, PA
Thomasville, PA
West Grove, PA
Kirkwood, PA
Elmer, NJ
Mt. Airy, MO
Allenwood, PA
Carlisle, PA
Coburn, PA
Linden, PA
Mansfield, PA
McClure, PA
Millville, PA
Mifflmburg, PA
Mifflmtown, PA
Reedsville, PA
Ulysses, PA

Eric Hemsohn
Cindy Gordeuk
James Charles
Oarvm Yoder
Paul Herr
Paul Martin
Lynn Gardner
RobertKayhart
William Tyner
Robert Greider
Tom Engle
Ira Boyer
Dan Rush
Dan Rush
Cyndy Hetzell
Allan Pickett
George Showers
Wayne Piper
Wendel Musser
Larry Bower
Harold Robson, Jr
Michael C Ewing
Wilmer Hendricks
JohnM Beachy
Mervm Zendt
Glenn Barr
Bonnie Barker

215-588-4704
201-996-2088
717-898-8694
717-733-0966
717-284-4592
717-949-2381
717-656-6700
201-689-2605
215-542-8479
215-378-1212
717-993-6836
717-225-3758
215-869-9187
717-529-6548
609-455-8187
301-663-4191
717-538-1812
717-249-8882
814-349-5310
717-323-9710
717-662-7731
717-658-7316
717-458-5949
717-966-1344
717-436-6386
717-667-2775
814-848-7674

(IBS

Rear Vent
(Option)

Lifting Hook
for easyhandling
(Option) »

One Sheet
Galvanized
MetalRoof

Simple, efficient
eyebolt and pin
connector

38” orSO” high wire

Sturdy2x4
construction
Treatedskids
exterior

INC.
Tilt OutFeederfor/
easy access

TRACK FOR FASi
CHAINED TO CEIi

Box 109AA, R.D. 1
Abbottstown, Pa.

17301
plywood -ft

Dealers: (Calf Hutche

717-259-9868
Water Blasting - ||
Chemical Cleaning
Brick & Stone Re- ||
pointings Water-
proofing ||Adams County:

LIPPY & RINEHART SALES
Glen Lippy, Littlestown, Pa

717-359-5793 or
John W. Rinehart, Taneytown, MD

301-346-7326
Lebanon County: Chester County:

UMBERGER'S MILL ZOOK'S FARM STORE
Rt 322, RD#4 Lebanon, Pa Honey Brook, Pa

717-867-5161 215-273-2943

RD #4133 Fleetwood, Pa 19522
215-944-7571

X STOLTZFUS WOODWORK
RD 2fBox 2280, Gap, PA 17527

717-442-8972
★ DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE IN SOME AREAS ★

MEMO
HAY,

STRAW &

EAR CORN
SALE

EVERY
MONDAY
At 11A.M.

NEW HOLLAND SALES
STAILES, INC.

Phone 717-354-4341
Lloyd H Kreider,

Auctioneer


