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HARRISBURG Drought, like
beauty, is in the eye of the
beholder. Tothe weather watcher,
spring rains signaled an end to the
drought.

year than last.
McSparran said, “The problem

is that we began this summer with
a rainfall deficit. Scattered
summer showers usually do not
contribute to making up that
deficit.”

cumulated last year. While not
downgrading the gains from the
rainfall this spring, McSparran
says that full recovery did not
occur.

Tothe farmer, whose indicator is
the amount of moisture in the soil,
the wet topsoil stimulated crop
growth and in his eyes, wiped out
the drought.

February’s heavy rainfall ran
off the land, melting snow and
temporarily increasing stream-
flows, but could not seep into the
deeplyfrozen ground.

March normally is the time when
the spring thaw and rains and
melting snow create excellent
conditions for renewing ground-
water levels. However, this year
March was a drymonth.

April usually is the best month
for recharging the groundwater
This year, however, small, scat-
tered rainfalls, while improving
soil moisture conditions, did little
to recharge the groundwater
tables.

McSparran explained stream-
flows in both the Susquehannaand
Delaware River Basins have
dropped since the end of June.
Streamflows can be used as an
overall indicator of water supply
levels because in Pennsylvania,

in the summer,
streams are fed by springs and
seepage from groundwater
reserves. Groundwater levels,
according to McSparran, never
recovered from last year’s
drought, and now cannot feed the
normal amount of water into
surfacestreams.

But to the watersupplier and the
hydrologist, the drought is not
over, and that means it really isn’t
overfor any of us.

State drought response officials
were concerned that the spring
rains would provide only tem-
porary relief. And that’s exactly
what happened, according to John
McSparran, director of the Penn-
sylvania Department of En-
vironmental Resources’ Bureau of
Resources Programming. Mc-
Sparran said two indicators
drought watchers observe -

He said although much of the
state experienced normal or above
normal rainfall for several months
this spring, the precipitation did
not make up for the deficit ac-

May and June were wet months
hut hot weather had begun, and
most of the rainfall evaporated or
was used by plants.

streamflows and groundwater
levels - now show the drought is
continuing and could be worse this “Whether or not the ram that

Drought, water deficit not over yet
falls is stored depends on timing,”
McSparran explained. “If we had
had our heavy rainfalls in March
orApril, instead ofFebruary, June
and July, we would have ex-
perienced much greater recovery
from the drought.”

What all this means is that this
spring Pennsylvania had little
actual recovery from the drought,
althoughthe rainfall did keep it at
arms length. Reserviors are being
drawn down because summer is a

peak water-use time, and the soil
moisture content is decreasing,
slowing the growth rate of crops
and turning grass brown.

These factors make water
conservation important at this
time. McSparran advises public
water suppliers and industrial
water users to start monitoring
their wateruses carefully, because
the need to stretch remaining
supplies could be greater now than
lastyear at this time.
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WE'RE GROWING REITER

HERR’S FARM and HOME SUPPLY™
Known for Quality Products

and Low Prices

of CORN CRIBS
COMING SOON

KORY REAR
TRACTOR BLADES

• All 3 pt. hitch
• 360° rotation

II • 7 settings
• Heavy duty

/ welded
construction

Mai HP
llaite TraelQf Hit SAli
6’
r
8'

40 249.95 209.95
40 289.95 249 95
60 439.95 38995

Don’t Buy
Until You
Cali and

Check Our
Prices!

KORY GRAVITY BOX
Model S-165

• Sills -7 ga • 165 Bu
• 970 fbs. • Heavy
• 60” Height Duty
r"' 4^‘469«
220 Bu.
R" “If *599,s

RUNNING GEAR
• Standard Tongue
• Adj. Wheel Base
• 6Bolt Hubs
Less: Wagon & Tires

10TON
8 TON
6 TON

HOG PANELS
34"x16’, Reg 518 95

SPECIAL
SALE *l4"

52"x16’, Reg $2l 95
SALE *l7”

. Reg. $599.95 .Sale *569*5

. Reg. $499.95 .Sale *469*5

. Reg. $465.95 . Sale *435*5

WOVEN WIRE - KEYSTONE RED TOP BRAND
Stay Filler

Height Space Ga Reg, Sale
12‘/2
12Vi
12Vz
11

$63.95
69.95
84.95

112.95
69.95
99.95

125.95

$59.95
64.95
79.95

105.95
63.95
94.95

119.95

12Vz
11

- CEILING CIRCULATING FANS

J'

• 56" Fan • White Enamel
• 20,500CFM- 5 Year Warranty

fk *2 Speed Low-4 AMP, Hi-9 AMP Sizes Availble:
p • Control Not Included 36- 43”

Ito 9-
*

10or More *9B’%,

WHISPER COOL VENTILATORS
• Cool and Ventilateyour attic at no extraoperating cost
• 12”Turbine
• With Base

Reg.529.99 SALE
$25.99

unt
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ADVANCED DRAINAGE SYSTEMS INC

FIELD
DRAIN
PIPE

(ASCS Approved)
4" Solid or 6" Solid or

Perforated Perforated
Also Available in 8”, 10", 12”, 15”. 18"
CALL FOR QUANTITY PRICES

4"... 24* Per Foot (By the Roll)

AUGERS 4

<#'1....175
4”xi5’.... *133.75
s-iir.... *162.75
e xie. *199.75

Box of 12

$ 1.99

WE UPS ANYWHERE - JUSTCALL 717-464-3321
SALE PRICES GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 8

DIRECTION
FARM A HOI

;toemherr
M SUFFLY..
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* EM HERR
FARMA

HOME SUPPLY

FARM & HOME
SUPPtY

U>. 1,Rte. mSouth, Hrnile M.
miniStint, Fa.

Plwee:(7l7)«M-J3ZI

I MILE SOUTH OJIFWILLOW STREET

Store Hours
Won Thurs

7 30AM-
-6 00 PM.

Sat
7 30AM
500PM

TRUCKLOAI
JUST

ARRIVED

KERR
CANNING JARS

AND LIDS

Quart, Reg. $4.49
Wide Mouth... Sale *3.99
Quart. Reg. $4.29
Regular Size ..Sale *3.79
★ Pints and Vz gallon jars

and lids availableat
special prices also.

ECHBAN
TRIAL OFFER

$7.00Value
Sprays 2,000 Sq. Ft.

See How Well It Works!
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