
NEWARK, Del. - Swine
producers have several feed op-
tions now that new crop wheat and
barley areavailable. Either oneof
these small grams can be sub-
stitutedfor corn.

Putting together some of these
cheaper energy sources can
present problems, though, says
University of Delaware extension
livestock specialist Richard
Fowler. Rations must be flexibleto
allow substitutions when prices
favor using anothergram.

“Price isn't the only factor to

for
consider when making a sub-
stitution,” says Fowler. “A
palatable and economical energy
source can be supplemented to
correct nutrient deficiencies. But
even when properly supplemented,
it must be acceptable to the pig or
poor performance will cancel out
its lowercost.”

Nutritionally, barley is about 85
percent as valuable as corn in
swine rations. Barley contains
about 7.5 percent fiber, com has 2.5
percent. Its fiber content reduces
barley’s value compared to corn.

Consider wheat, barley

Low test weights can turther
decrease its value. A bushel of
barley should weigh 48 pounds.
Lower weights indicate higher
fiber density and lower feed value
forthe pig.

Feed composition tables
describe barley as having 11.7
percent crude protein. Most barley
is lower than that, ranging bet-
ween 9 and 10 percent protein,
Fowler reports.

"Don’t use all barley in starter
diets,” recommends Fowler.
“Limit its use to 25 percent of the
complete ration for pigs up to 50
pounds. Levels can go to 80 percent
of the total ration for all other
classes ofpigs.

“Barley meal rations result in
lower intake—-especially for
lactatmg sows during hot weather.

EAR CORN
Paying Top Prices For
Good Quality Ear Corn
• Wet or Dry
• No Quantity too large

or too small
• Fast Unloading -

Dump on PileS Go
• Easy access - 2.2

miles off 283 bypass-
Manheim, Mt. Joy
exit

• Daily Receiving 7:30
A.M. to 5 P.M. - un-
loading evenings &

Saturdays by appt
• Trucks available for

pick up at your farm.
CallAnytime For Price

717-665-4785
JAMES E. NOLL GRAIN

‘least cost9 swine rations
Consider using 40' percent barley
and 60 percent com during such
times.

“Barley should be ground
through a 3/16 inch screen to
reduce separation of hulls from
meal. If com and barley are fed
together, grind the com through a
3/8 inch screen. Thenthe pigs can’t
separate the grams.

“One of the most effective ways
to feedbarley is m a pelleted form.
Pelleting improves fiber
digestibility and eliminates the
possibility of pigs sorting out
hulls.”

Recent University of Georgia
research compared the per-
formance of pigs from47 pounds to
220 pounds on three rations—-
ground corn, one-half groundcom
and one-half ground barley, and
groundbarley. All diets were equal
inprotein.

Average daily gam was 1.94,
1.96, and 1.78pounds, respectively.
Feed gam ratio was 3.05, 3.22, and
3.59 pounds, respectively. Thus,
pigs fed the diet in which barley
was the only gram source gamed
weight slower and required more
feed per unit of gam than did those
fed diets with all com or one-half
com and one-half barley as the
gram source.

Researchers concluded the 45
pound per bushel barley used m
this experiment was worth 85
percent of the value of a bushel of
com.

To fmd out whether it will pay to
substitute barley for corn m a hog
ration, calculate the price of a
pound of each gram. Do this by
dividingpounds per bushel into the

hires writer
COLLEGE PARK, Md. -

Robert E. (Skip) Myers Jr., 30,has
joinedthe staff of the University of
Maryland Agricultural Ex-
periment Station as science writer.

In this position, Myers will work
with university scientists, faculty
and staff to develop and write
material about MAES’s ongoing
agricultural research programs.
In addition, he will be responsible
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pnce of a bushel of each. (Figure
48 pounds per bushel of barley, 56
pounds for the com.) Divide the
cost of a pound of barley4>y .85 to
determine its value relative to a
pound of com.)

“The point to remember is that
barley is often priced com-
petitively with com and when
mixedwith com ma 1:1ratio gives
performance almost equivalent to
an all com diet,” says the
specialist.

Wheat is another energy source
to consider, he suggests. It equals
or exceeds the energy value of
com. At wheat harvest time, least
cost swine diets will often include
this gram.

Research from the Georgia
Coastal Plain Experiment Station
provides some ideas on preparing
wheat for swine. Four different
diets were offered in a cafeteria*
style arrangement. The diets
consistedof: crushed wheat which
had been run through a roller mill
and coarsely crushed; ground
wheat; equal parts ground wheat
and groundcorn; and ground com.
The ground grams were passed
through a 3/8 inch screen on a
hammernull.

Pigs consumed three tunes more
of the crushed wheat diet than any
of the Growth trials
comparing the four diets showed
average daily gams of 1.80, 1.75,
1.78, and 1.79pounds, respectively.
Feed grain ratios were 2.94, 3.20,
3,25, and3.19 pounds, respectively.

Wheat is equal to corn as an
energy source for swine. But take
care not to grind it too fine,”
Fowler notes.

Md. Experiment Station

for writingMAES’s annual report.
Myers, a native of Hagerstown,

Md., and a graduate of the
University’s College of Journalism
(8.5., 1976), isa formernewspaper
reporter, the former manager of
corporate communications for a
major California airline, and a
freelance writer.

He is married and lives in An-
napolis.

WIC MOTORIZED SILAGE WAGON
WITH HYDROSTATIC SPEED CONTROL

The NEW Hydra-static speed control gives you a choice of speeds from
slow to fast. With a touch of the pedal the wagon moves forward or
backward; release the pedal and it automatically brakes. You also have a
regular feed discharge or a 40-mch high discharge from one or two sides.
The WIC Silage Wagon is operated by gas or electric and available in 30-,
45- or 52-bushel sizes. With the 16-inch wheels it goeswherever you want
to take it.

A GREAT IMPROVEMENT
ON EFFICIENCY

★ Electric of Gas Operated A GREAT IMPROVEMENT ON EFFICIENCY

★ Regular Feed Discharge or NoCompetitor Can Beat The Wic Choppers
40” High Feed Discharge For Performance And Cost

ELECTRIC BEDDING CHOPPER
Wic also makes an electric 200 volt a c
chopper ora 24 volt d c battery operated
chopper includinf an automatic charter
These two models are equipped in the
fictory with a manual starter panel and
are protected by (uses to dimmish risk of
accidents

GASREDDING CHOPPER
The gas powered bedding

chopper is the most popular on
the market It's operation is
simple and it handles easily
Equipped with a Honda 4-stroke
gas engine the Wic bedding
chopper insures maximum out
put white inuseVery quiet, these baddmj choppers are

mostly used on small or medium steed
(arm As well as bemf mobile the 220 volt
ac model can be installed stationary

Motor 220 volt a c 3 h p 24 volt d c
21/2 hp

Motor 5 7 or 10 h p 4
stroke Honda

Starter 5 h p manual and 7
and 10 h p manual or electric
start
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Wic has perfected a three point hitch PTO chopper
activated by the power of your tractor Easy to in-
stall, it is ideal for free-stalls, or in strawberry fields
for mulching purposes

-DISTRIBUTOR- PAUL HORNING
R.D. 1, Stevens, PA 17578 215-267-7208
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