BOWMANSVILLE — Already at
just 17 years of age, Mark Weber,
of R1 Mohnton, can be classified as
a genuine steward of the soll.

A vo-ag transfer student at
Garden Spot High School, New
Holland, Mark 1s in hus second year
of farmng 45 acres 1n the
Bowmansviile area.

And he does it with the most
caring of principles of sol
stewardship, which are generally
ascribed to farmers many years
his sentor.

His example gives credence to
the behef-that such stewardship 1s
something that one is born wath
and nurtures Into deeper and
deeper meaning much as the ac-
tual work with the land nurtures
the bounty that springs forth each
year.

As he walks across the land and
reaches down to grab a handful of
the plowed earth, this caring
clearly comes through. The con-
tours and grassy strips that stretch
off into the distance are strong
testimony to his efforts.

Winner of this year’s crop
proficiency award of the
Grassland FFA Chapter, Weber
blends together a combination of
classroom and cultivation.

“IJt gives me an opportunity to
put a lot of things into practice
which I'm able to learn mn the

_classroom,” he said.

He does a variety of cropping ~
oats, clover in wheat to be followed
by alfalfa and corn.

Like many other soil stewards,
he already experienced some of
the disappointments that.can come
and has already learned to balance
them with an optimistic outlook.

‘“The corn was sort of
discouraging last year,” he said.

“Bu#1 hope to have better yields
this year.”

And he expresses such optimism
in a “‘colorful” way.

HThere’s nothing as nice as
seeing a field of good, dark green
coloring when the corn is
growing,” he explained.

“I just like to see hardy, healthy
plants coming up through the soil.”

But Weber’s stewardship
policies extend beyond the soil to,
the tools he uses to work that soil.
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A steward of the sml at seventeen
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He’s already acqmred a good °
basic foundation of equipment
purchased at sales. Most of it 1s
about one to four years old.

“I want to keep 1t 1n.good con-
dition and use 1t Jater when I go
into dairying,” he explained.

“ Thus, 1n addition to being a soil
steward at 17, Weber already 1s
clearly mapping out his future
road to follow.

His father, Floyd, had a dairy
herd until selhing out 1n 1978.

“I grew up with dawrymng and
knew it was something that I
wanted to do,” he said.

The Webers still have some
herfer stock, which they’ve been
selling off when they become fresh.
Mark has a couple of Holstein
heifers and a year ago won an
Ayrshire chain calf.

He figures that with his equip-
ment and experience with 'crop-
png, he’ll be better able to move,
nto dairying when the time comes
and concentrate then on building a
herd.

It's a good bet that the same
sound principles he’s already
applied in his cropping activities
will be carried over into his up-
coming dairying.

For even niow; he’s keeping his
eye on such things as the ad-
vancing technology in embryo
transfers.

“I find it sorta fascinating,” he
said. .

“Getting as many calves out of
your best cow 1s the way to go.

“I like to try new things. You
gotta always be ready to try
something new or else the job -

-any job-can get boring.” -

What a combination of
philosophies. He’s a Future
Farmer with his feet firmly
planted in a tradition of soil
stewardship and his eyes firmly
fixed toward helping to atvance
the dairy industry of tomorrow.—
DA

NEW UNDERGROUND STEEL FUEL STORAGE TANKS

Already at seventeen, Mark Weber, of R1
Mohnton, feels a close and caring association
with the soil he works. A vo-ag student at

Interested in conservation school?

LANCASTER - If you have a 14

* to' 16 year old boy or girl with an
interest 1n conservation, why not
send him/her to the Lancaster
County Youth Conservation
School? Sponsored jointly by the
Lancaster County Conservation

Capacity | Diameter Length Gauge Weight Price FOB
(Gallons) (Thickness) | (Pounds) | Quarryville
285 | 30" 56" 12 278 114.00
550 4'Q" 6'0" 10 549 210.00 |
550 4'0" 6'0" 7 751 262.00!
1,000 4'0" 10'8" 10 827 310.00:
1,000 4'0" 10'8" 7 1,129 7 390.00
1,000 5'¢” 6'0"” 7 1,028 362.00
1,500 5'4" 90" 7 1,388 486.00
2,000 5'4" - 12'0” <° 7 1,735 593.00
3,000 5'4” 17°11" 7 2,432 800.00"
4,000 5'4” 23'10" 7 3,130 1009.00
5,000 8'0” 137" 1/4” 4,484 1645.00
6,000 8'0" 16’2” 1/4" 5,123 1800.00
- 8,000 80" 216" 1/4" 6,475 2230.00
10,000 80" 26'10" 1/4” 7.825 2660.00
10,000 100" 17'0” 1/4” 6,956 2405.00\
12,000 10'0” 20'6" 1/4" 8,074 2800.00
12,000 10'6” 18'7" 1/4" 7.900 2690.00 |
15,000 10'6" 23'2" 5/16” 11,857 4130.00
20,000 106" 310" 5/16" 15,105 5160.00
25,000 10'6" 38'7" 3/8" 22,115 8135.00
30,000 10'6" 46'4" 3/8" 25,999 9430.00
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Tanks all bear Underwriters' Label, and are coated with black asphaltum
paint. We can provide timely delivery from Quarryvilie, PA (15 miles from the
Pennsylvania Maryland line) to Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, New Jersey &
New York Contact us for delivery costs. We invite inquiries by phone or mail

PILL~-RITE & GASEBOY

HOWARD.E. GROFF CO.’

Over Forty Years of Reliable Service
Fuel Oil, Gasoline, and Coal
- 111 E. State Street, Quarryville, PA 17566

Phone: 717-786-2166
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District and Lancaster County
Federation of Sportsman Clubs,
the week-long school 1s being held
July 26-August 1, 1981 at the
Northern Lancaster County Fish
and Game Association.

Campers receive a wide variety
of training and instruction in the
areas of sol and water con-
servation, fish and wildlife

management land use planmng,
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Garden Spot ngh School in New Holland, he
farms some 45 acres in the Bowmansville
area. Eventually, he plans to go into dairying.

forestry, survival, and orien-~
teering.

Cost of the week-long school is
$65 and the deadline for registering
is June15.

For more information, contact
the Lancaster County Con-
servation District, Room 6, Farm
and” Home Center, 1383 Arcadia
Road, Lancaster, PA, 17601, or call

(717) 299-5361.

AMERICAS BODMIN

herds
. g:mplte design | NU-PULSE
¢ Easyto use . * ThousandsinuseinUS
* Rugged stainless AMERICASNU | Reduced mastitis rates
steelconstructon ~ STAINLESS commonly reported
. gl:lrlr‘\::;tes over STEEL * Virtually eliminates fall-
RECEIVER off
* Rust resistant PANEL * Single hose milking
FOR SALE: » Milks out evenly, smooth-
(2) Used Siirge 75 Vacuum « 7 bandcompletely
Pumps o, Lower operating costs
(1)5 H.P. Bou-Matic Vacuum Authorized Dealer for Dauphin, Lebanon & Berks Counties

Pump
(4) Bou-Matic Pail Mitkers
(2) DelLaval 12" Glass
Pipelines

CLYDE €. LUTZ

Ephrata, PA 17522

717-738-1718 or 733-1228
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