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A look into ag’s crystal ball

situation for agricultural producls
than we have faced n any recent
decade. This problem 1s espectally
perplexing because we are now
eating better than we ever have —
but we are not storing reserves.
This doesn’t mean we will see a
buymg panic or major food
shortages, because we are better
educated 1n managing our food-
stocks. )

This Spring’s wheat and gram
crops will be of entical concern,
because the world supply will be
almost down to pipeline stocks —
that 1s, just what 1s 1n the market
for sale by the tume they are
harvested.

This has been caused primarily
by crop fallures in Russia. That
nation’s target was 235 mullion
metric tons of grains last year, but
1t only produced 180 million metric
tons — the difference 1s about
equal to our entire wheat crop.

When th:s happened in 1972, the

The small family farm, operated
ful wme by a young owner-
operator, 1s on a path to oblivion,
according to agricultural
econornusts. If past trends con-
tinue, there will be none left by the
end of the 1980’s.

This and other projections were
made recently mn response to a
request to the Department of
Agriculture to take a hard look into
the agricultural crystal ball
toward the year 2000.

In essence, the experts predicted

formation — it wiwi be received and
viewed on an ordmnary television
set,

Eventually, the small farm will
become the ulimate suburb.
Parttime farms will be the most
numerous, although by far the
least productive, when measured
by conventional economie
measures. These persons may
even be willing to pay to hive the
life of a part-time farmer.

Based on population n the world
and food supplies, the U.S. will
have a tighter supply and demand

U.S. had 60 million acres of land on
set-aside programs that were
brought into production. Today we
have none.

Economusts have examined the
situation and agree that the food
supply will increase more slowly
than demand in the last two
decades of this century. We will
experience intermittent periods of
excess supply, but the trend — as
we are already noticing — will be
toward excess demand and -
creasing real food prices.

For the first time 1n the history
of our nation, agriculture will
become a growth industry. That
means that agriculture will
become an increasing part of the
gross national product.

In the early days of American
farming, agriculture made up 90
percent of our gross natiwonal
product. But 1t dechned to the
current level of three percent.
Farm products are now turning
this situation around.

Exports raise the value of the
American dollar and make un-
ports cheaper. When this happens,
the exports become more valuable,
causing a decrease i total ex-
ports. This causes prices to fall,
and the overall effect 1s to reduce
general price levels.

This year, our agricultural
exports will be worth 40 bilion
dollars, which pays over half of our
ol umport bil. Thus, agneulture
may play an unportant part in
stabilizing the nation’s runaway
inflation.

Labor-management conflicts
will have more 1mpact during the
next two decades. As the number
of full-time farms grows fewer, but
larger 1n size, labor-management
conflicts will have more effect on
production. Union and tran-
sportation problems wil have
mcreasing effects.

Equpment will continue to
improve. We will see more four-
wheel drive equipment, some even

larger than we now have. But
we're still a long way from robots
or other such exotic mechanized
equipment.

We may be at the edge of a major
eruption In biological research
although many people think we are
at the end of our rope on hiolegical
technology. Some experts say
genetic  engineering  offers
unlmited potential for food
production. Ideally, genetic
engmeering means scilentists
would be able to design plants
according to specification.

We are now on the threshold of
this technology, but we won’t hit
full pace until after the turn of the
century, unless our research ef-
forts are mtensified.

There 1s no question but what we
will have adequate energy sources
to operate farm tractors. In-
creasing fuel prices will constrict
uses of petroleum fuels on non-
stationary machinery, but farmung
will have 1ts share by necessity for
food production, if for no other
reason.

The whole process of our food
production industry will require an
increasing number of skilled
people. Land-grant umversities
have traditionally supplied skilled
personnel to agriculture and will
continue to do so in the future.
They will be especially needed as
farms grow more sophisticated in
management and production.

two agricultures developing in the
U.S. by the turn of the century.
They imclude a system of some
50,000 ‘“‘superfarms’ and an -
creasing number of small, part-
tume farms.

By the turn of the century, the
economists think large farms will
produce two-thirds of the nation’s
total output. Many of these will be
family farms in the sense of an
operator and family making the
major production decisions, but
they will not be famuly farms as we
have known them. Most of these
will also bhe corporate farms,
hiring over half of their labor.

Modern farms will be using
sophisticated management B
systems. We will see computers
tied into a central facihity
providing management 1n-
formation to hundreds of farms at
a time. These systems are already
developing. The experts predict
on-farm computer printouts of
management alternatives that can
be piped from a central source to
the farm office or living room. This
could be some type of televised
system, with a viewmg screen
showing markets and futures in-

It pays
to spend alittle more
for a John Deere
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For a limited time,
you can spend a little less

Many of the first John Deere Lawn and Garden
Tractors built in 1963 are still running Proves you
get what you pay for Now save on John Deere
qualty products Lawn tractors or lawn and garden
tractors are $10 per horsepower off You save $80
to $200 Eight other popular products are reduced
$2 to $80 oft suggested retai prices Spend a httle
Iess on a lot of quality during John Deere Down to
Earth Value days All offers expire May 31

cerogras

NATURAL ANIMAL
FEED SUPPLEMENT

A BALANCED NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENT
MADE FROM UNJOINTED CEREAL GRASSES
WITH HIGH LEVELS OF NATURAL PROTEIN,
VITAMINS, MINERALS AND ENZYMES. NAT-
URALLY BALANCED. EXCELLENT SOURCE
OF GRASS JUICE FACTORS.

CEROGRAS HELPS BUILD RED BLOOD
CELLS, HELPS DEVFLOP HIALTHIER,
STRONGER ANIMALS AND AIDS IN DIGLS-
TION AND ELIMINATION

100% NATURAL

NO PRESERVATIVES
NO SYNTHETICS

NO ALFALFA

NO ADDITIVES

NO ARTIFICIAL COLOR

Crude Protein

Crude Fat

Crude Fiber

Moisture

Calcium

Phosphorus

Vitamin A (Carotene)”’

NATURAL NUTRIENTS
FOR BETTER

GROWTH, MAINTENANCE
AND REPRODUCTION

NATURALLY PALATABLE

YOUNG ANIMALS START ON FEED SOONER
HIGH LEVELS OF CAROTENE

AIDS IN DIGESTION

AIDS IN KEEPING ANIMALS ON FEED
EXCELLENT CALCIUM- PHOSPHORUS RATIO
CHLOROPHYLL HELPS ELIMIATE ODORS
HIGH ENERGY LEVELS

EASY TO FEED

REUSABLE PLASTIC CONTAINER

— TYPICAL ANALYSIS —
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144,350 00 1U per Ib
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Thiamine (Vitamin B-1)
Riboflavin {Vitamin B-2)

Niacin

Vitamin C {(Ascorbic Acid)

Vitamin E

Vitamin K (phylloquinone)

Choline Chloride
Magnesium (Mg)
Manganese (Mn)
Cobalt (Co)
Copper (Cu)
Zinc (Zn)

Iron (Fe)
Chlorophyll
Carbohydrates
Potasswum (K)
Sodium (Na)

317 mg per Ib
5 35 mg per Ib
19 98 mg per Ib
300 00 mg per ib
102 00 mg per Ib
15 00 mg per Ib
1,186 00 mg per Ib
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003t %
224 00 mg per ib
3,400 00 mg per ib
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020 %
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Cerogras® is a registered trademark of Agn-Tech Inc

*Carotene has shown to be beneficial to animal
reproductive functions Note the high carotene content

in Cerogras

~ LANDIS BROS., INC.

1305 Manheim Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601

717-291-1046

Mon thruFri 7to 5, Sat 7 tili Noon

ANIMAL MEDIC
Manchester, PA
In PA: 1-800-632-1831
Out of PA: 1-800-233-1956

215-827-7686

ABM PRODUCTS
Chester Springs, PA

FEED 2 - 4 OUNCES DAILY




