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DOVER, Del. Goats are very
susceptible to many kinds of in-
ternal parasite including
tapeworms, several types of
roundworm, pinworms and
lungworms. Their eating habits
are partly to blame.

parasitism, says Waterman.
Pastures that are fouled with goat
manure provide favorable hat-
ching conditions for eggs. Once
larvae hatch they climb the grass,
ready for grazing animals. It’s
easier for larvae to crawl up wet
grass, so wet pastures add to a
parasite problem.

control is to worm your goats
regularly. Since worms can
become resistant to a compound
that’s used repeatedly, frequent
changes of medication are ad-
visable.

Many kmds of worm medicine
are available If your veterinarian
does the job foryou, make a note of
the medication used. It’s your
responsibility as owner to
remember the compound and see
that the treatment is changed often
enough.

You can also administer the

wonner yourself. But take carenot
to exceed the recommended
dosage or to stress an animal
unduly. Make sure that the
medicine is compatible with
pregnancy since some worm
medicines will abort goats. It’s
best to worm goats whenthey have
just recently freshened (had kids).
Milk fromtreated goats should not
be used for human consumption for
96 hours.

This is an excellenttime to worm
goats because, with frost or snow
on pastures, there’s no chance of

A milking goat consumers
anywhere from 25 to 40 percent of
its body weight in grass compared
to 15 percent for sheep and 20
percent for cows. Since worm
larvae often enter host animals by
way of infested grass, this means
the goat probably ingests mare
larvae (for its size) than these
other ruminants. It also has
relatively more stomach wall area
for its size than they do. So there’s
a lot more surface to which worms
can attach themselves.

Trying to keep too many goats in
too little space can lead to
parasitism. Since sheep and goats
share the same pai asites, this can
contribute to the problem. (It
should be noted that these
parasites do not transfer to
people.) Brenda Walters is Jr.Any stress that lowers an
animal’s resistance isan invitation
for parasites to take their toll.
These stresses include illness, old
age, crowding, and heavy milk
production. Changing from hard
food to soft, or vice versa, can
make a goat’s digestivetract more
susceptible to parasite attack.
Kids that lose too much weight
after weaning may suffer serious
worm damage. Heavy infestations
are more likely to occur in older,
heavy producing does or young,
recently weaned kids thanthey are
in the average backyard doe.

Waterman says there are many
ways to disrupt the life cycle of
parasitic worms. Avoid over-
stocking pastures by rotating and
resting them as needed. Be sure
the land iswell drained. Manure is
a source of contamination, so
remove it promptly. Keep it away
from food and water.,And wean
kids away from older animals
because these can infect them.

Simmental president
Sue Waterman isa pre-vet major

at the University of Delaware who
raises goats.Last semestershe did
a special student project on the
internal parasites which afflict
them, under the guidance of dairy
specialist Dr. George Haenlem.
They both agree that wormscan be
a serious problem in goats.

Signs of infestation mclude
weight loss, hstlessness, and
roughness of coat. There may be a
drop in milk production, or poor
growth in kids. Itching may in-
dicate pmworms. And since many
parasites feed on blood, anemia is
oftena symptom.

STATE COLLEGE Brenda Other Junior officers are Joe
Walter ofR 2, Airville, was elected Messick, vice president; Josephine
toserveas the firstpresident ofthe
Pennsylvania Junior Simmental
Association

Brenda is 19 years old and lives
on a 150acrefarm with her family.
She has been involved in livestock
and meat judging contests at
county, regional, state and
national levels. Brenda is
presently employed by the York
County Agriculture Extension
Service where she works with the
4-H program.

It’s also possible for an ap-
parently healthy animal to be
infested. So the surest way to know
whether a goat has worms is to
take a federal sample and have
this analyzed.

Certain environmental con-
ditions increase the chance of

Such preventive measures are
very important. But the best

...alone or tonk-mixed with 2,4-D
(depending on your weed problem):
...to control tough, lote-
germinoting broodleof
weeds.
...to cover misses of
pre-emergence
herbicide application,
...to get control
where weather or
other factors moke ,

earlier application
imposbiole,
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Control internal parasites to keep goats healthy
reinfection.

Popp, secretary;
Bowles, treasurer.
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PH: 717^299-2571

With the proper precautions to
avoid contamination and spread of
larvae and with the proper wor-
ming medications, you can keep
infestations toa minimum.

Both Waterman and Haenlem
agree that worming pays. With
fewer worms there will be less
stress on the goat’s system. As
owner you’ll benefit, too. Your goat
will do its job better - whether that
job is producmg milk or mowing
the lawn.

and Leßoy

ROHRER'S ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR B|NVEL
For post-emergence weed control oh com...

Donvelheibicide...

...to moke sure that late weeds cannot
mature to become the nursery for next

year's weed crop.

Ask us for application
details about Donvel
herbicide...from
Velsicol.

Note: Before using
ony pesticide, reod
the label.

SMUCKER’S SALES SERVICE, INC.
RD #2, BOX 21

NEW HOLLAND, PA 17557

SALES & SERVICE
FOR:

LISe, PERKINS
& DEUTZ DIESELS

2 Cyl. F2L-912

We Have SR2I2 h.p. Listm Diesels, as is orrelnilt
• Good used diesel • New Sputnik wheels

engines and parts
We mount diesels on balers, crimpers, coinplckers, etc.

Install a blower fan
for better diesel &

refrigeration cooling.
Longer life on diesel.

DEALER FOR
QUINCY AIR

COMPRESSORS
For lower cost per
hour power, rely on

Jister)
DIESEL POWER

DEALER FOR LISTER DIESELS
Contact Tim’s Diesel Service
Starßt. 2 Rebersburg, PA

FOR PROMPT SERVICE CALL
717-354-4158 OR IF NO ANSWER

CALL 717-354-4374


