
BY SHEILA MILLER
MILLERSTOWN The odds of

Greenwood School District (Perry
County) getting their vocational
agriculture program back in the
classroom are 50-50, according to
School Superintendent Richard
Wolferd.

source, the school district had
made plans to start up the
vocational agriculture program
last Sprmg. But, with the mcreased
tax load brought on by the con-
struction of a new elementary
school, the school board started
whittling the budget. One of the
programs to be scrapped was the
vo-agprogram.

exhausted.
Although administered through

the s'.ate’s Department of
Education, the grants are actually
federal funds created under the
amendments of the Vocational Act,
P.L. 94482, explained the
spokesperson. These funds are to
be used in existing or m creating
vocational education programs in
local school districts.

The funds are either doled out
under entitlementprovisions or on
a projectbasis.

Entitlement funds are earned by
each school district based on the
number of students, wealth of the
district, and the amount of poverty
existing, explained the
spokesperson. In applying for
entitlement funds, the school
district must tell the state how the
funds will be used and what
benefits to the students will result.
Documentation of the labor
market must accompany the
application to show students will
be educated so they can flow into
the labor force showing they
won’t be trained for non-existent
jobs.

stressed the vo-ag program is a
“true need of the community and
has the community’s support.”
Last year funds in both categories
of grants were approved for the
program, but were rejected
because they called for matching
fundsfrom the local tax payers.

This year. Superintendent
Wolferd stated, the vo-ag program
will be implemented unless the
school board decides it is
economically unfeasible and
beyond what the taxing body can
stand.

Although he is hopeful the
program will be reinstated in the
curriculum next fall, Wolferd
pointed out a lot depends on the
availability of funds and what
grants and state reimbursement
the school receives. A final
decision by the school board is
expected between the monthly
meetings m May and June.

The superintendent pointed out
interest in the vocational
agriculture program has been
great because the school district is
in a rural area. He noted 30
students have “expressed a
genuine interest” in the vo-ag
curriculum for the next school
year.

Wolferd admitted, “Lastyear we
couldn’t swing the vo-ag program
financially.” The needed funds fell
short, despite the federal funds
that had been approved for the
school’s program.

The school district had appliedto
the state’s Department of
Education for financial aid. Ac-
cording to a Department
spokesperson, the momes had been
approved for the vo-ag program
but were turned back because of
the local money involved.

“It’s a touchy situation,” said
the spokesperson. “The school
district is trying to pursue an
opportunity for its students which
the local taxes won’t alway per-
mit.”

To get the program started,
Wolferd said he estimates a cost in
the range of $35,000 for salaries,
equipmentand summer programs.

“The grants will help us get off
the ground the first year, but
where do we go for money the
second andthird years ? ” he asked.
“We need to study this as a long
range thing.”

Wolferd projected the cost to the
school district, even with the
federal grants, will be about 3 to 5
mils, at the rate of $7OOO per mil.
Currently, the school district’s
taxes are running at 65 mils,
however Wolferd stressed there
will be an increase m milage for
programs other than the
agricultural one.

There used to be a vo-ag
program offered at Greenwood
during the 1950’5, explained

I* And he stated a newly organized
farmers’ group, called Greenwood
Fanners, has expressedinterest in
the program.

Getting the vo-ag program hack
into the GreenwoodSchool District
has become an important issue
with the farmers of the area,
especially since its setback last
year.

The school district’s financial
aid applications submitted this
year are currently pending review
by the Department of Education.
Qualified applications will be listed
from all 504 school districts,
statewide, and projects will be
funded m order until the money is

Approval for project funding is
done on a priority basis as money
becomes available with the school
district showing how the project
will be done and why it’s needed.

In the case of the Greenwood
School District, the spokespersonAccording to an informed
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Wolferd, but it was dropped for
“lack of interest”. He said the
popular sentiment ofthe tunes was
jobopportunities were found in the
cities rathei than on the farms.

Although the cost of
reestablishing the program is
substantial, a number of farmers
say they feel it’s worth it.

Dairy farmer Charles Byers of
R 2 Millerstown stated, “I’ve been
disgusted for the past 20 years
ever since they dropped the vo-ag
program m the school. I was
always for it and never wanted
themto take it out ofthe school.”

Byers said he, personally, will
realize no benefit from the vo-ag
program if it becomes reality next
year. He mentioned his only child
is graduating this year. But, he
emphasized, a progam in
agriculture is essential for the
Perry County farming area.

As a member of the Greenwood
Farmers, Byers said he hopes to
help influence the school board’s
decision to go ahead withthe vo-ag
curriculum.

But according to Gerald Lyter,
president of the school board and
‘hobby’ farmer, the board needs
little persuading.

“We are interested in the
agricultural program, and we feel
we have the student interest and
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What Makes

SAME Tractors
Better?

The SAME
Air-Cooled

Diesel Engine!

2 3 4 5 or 6 cylinder inline diesels provide 35 to 145 h p for the 21 models of SAME 4WD
and 2 WD tractors

These tuel efficient engines have double (air and oil) cooling systems and have direct fuel
miection from camshaft operated pumps for easier starts reliable performance and lower fuel
consumption (up to 40%)

Being air cooled there is no radiator hoses thermostats water filters no water pump no
anti freezer no boiling no freezing so about 40% of the down time problems connected
with liquid cooled engines are eliminated You benefit by lower original cost lower operating
and maintenance costs faster warm up to most efficient operating temperature and longer
engine life to name a tew

Cylinders and heads are individually replaceable and all vertical parts are interchangeable
This means faster easier servicing and maintenance as well as fewer parts to stock

Of course the engine is only part of the story see your SAME dealer to check out test drive
and learn about all the special features that SAME offers including a limited 2yr /3000 hrs
warranty and a surprisingly Jow price tag

LAMBORGHINI...
the trouble-free Ag Type CRAWLER

with lower initial, operating and
maintenance costs

★ 3 models 59, 69 &

75 engine h.p. both
with dependable air-
cooled diesel engines.

★ Lamborghini crawlers
have independent (540)
p.t.0., 8 speeds for-
ward, 4 speeds reverse,
14” pads, 66" overall
width, cold weather
starting and heavy
duty starter, as stand-
ard.

★ 3 pt. hitch, remote hydraulics
★ Lamborghini crawlers are manufactured by one of the oldest crawler

mfrs. in Europe. Complete crawler and parts will be available at
Jonestown, Pa.

DOZER BLADES AVAILABLE

HUSKY FARM EQUIPMENT, INC.
• Leyland & Same Tractors SALES, SERVICE and PARTS
• Taylor-Way - Dunham RD 1, Box 2294, Jonestown, PA 17038 Phone: 717-865-4526 • Landoll
• New idea Located Vz Mile South of Fredericksburg off Rt. 343 in Shirksville • Dion

Business Hours: 7 A.M. to 5 P.M. Daily, Sat. till noon, Evenings by Appt.


