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COLLEGE PARK, Md — Let-
tuce grouwers can increase profits
with a new method of fungicide
appheation which uses less pes-
ticide and, at the same time,
umproves yields

Profits for lettuce growers
usually can be increased by $300 to
$400 per acre, Peter B Adams said
Friday at a meeting of the Poto-
mac Division of the American
Phytopathology Society.

His research shows that lower-
ing the amount of a commercial
formulation of metham (32.7 per
cent active mgredient) from 75-100
gallons per acre (as recommended
by the manufacturer) to 25 gallons
of the product per acre, reduced
losses due to lettuce drop to two
percent. This contrasts favorably
with 19 percent losses in untreated-
fields, reported Adams, working at
USDA’s Science and Education
Admmustration.

The higher amount of metham
application is very costly for use
on large areas. And Adams, 1n co-
operation with J. Kirkun, a visiting
scientist from Israel, found that
the lower concentrations of
metham (sodium methyldithio-

How to boost lettuce profits

carbamate) were even more eff-
ective in destroying the fungus that
causes lettuce drop, Sclerotima
TInor.

The tests were first done 1n lab-
oratories at the Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center. Then
field tests were performed in New
Jersey, with the assistance of S
A Johnson and J F. Carpenter of
Rutgers Research and Develop-
ment Center. In this second phase,
Adams and colleagues demon-
strated that by mixing metham
with 1rrigation water and satur-
ating the fields, less fungicide was
needed to 1mprove yields.

“Lettuce drop can be a problem
wherever lettuce 1s grown in the
United States,” said Adams. The
fungus Sclerotinia munor attacks
and blocks the stem at ground
level, preventing water and nutri-
ents from reaching the lettuce
leaves They wilt and the plant
Iiterally drops to the ground

Since the fungus thrives on let-
tuce, plowwng disease plants into
the field can increase the number
of disease-producing organisms
in the soil. Therefore, lettuce
growers minimize losses by plant-

ing lettuce 1n the same field only
once every three to five years
Growers also furmigate lettuce
fields two weeks before planting
to kil any fungus that remams
in the soil. A gaseous fungicide
lhike DD mixture (a mixture of
chlorinated three-carbon hydro-
carbons) 1s “‘shanked-in"’-pumped
wito the soul through an eight-inch
spike or shank that 1s dragged
through the field.
The new method of fungieide
ty A .S

1s efficcent and low 1n
cost, but 1t requires a good water
supply. Any type of conventional
sprinkler irrigation system can be
used to apply the fungicide, said
Adams.

“Simply mux metham wmnto the ir-
rigation water and saturate the soil
untz! it 1s wet to a depth of eight
mnches. This usually takes about
four hours,’” he said.

Because 1t 1s simple, the new
method will undoubtedly be used in

greenhouses to apply metham to
produce disease-free seedlings,
adams noted.

Research plans for metham
ipplication by irrigation include
studies of 1its effectiveness 1n con-
trolling other plant diseases such
as Verticilium wilt of potatoes,
damping-off fungl, and white rot
of omons, as well as controling
other pests, like weeds and nema-
todes.

York County seeks princess contestants

YORK — York County’s dawry
industry is seeking the young lady
who w2ll be crowned their first lady
of milk promotion, the 1981 York
County Dairy Princess.

Contestants for the Darry
Princess crown will take part m
the annual pageant, scheduled for
Friday, June 19, at the Wisehaven
Hall. The winner will represent
York County at the state pageant
in Harmisburg on September 21 and
22.
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ORDER NOW FOR
PROMPT DELIVERY

Biue Ball
Gap

(717) 354-4125
(717) 442-4148

The satisfaction that comes
from doing a good job
of farming

Liming is one of the most important factors
ir keeping your soill in the highest
productive range A good pasture with a
pH of 6 5 or higher for example will make
300 to 400 I[bs of beef per acre and
produce up to $100 gross income per acre
This means with the help of ime profits
from pastures can compare favorably with

feed or grain crops

Yes, we have the
famous

TROY-BILT
ROTO
TILLER

TILLERS
IN STOCK
FOR
DELIVERY

¢ Trade-ins welcome

JUST ONE

* Financing Arranged
* Factory Authorized Sales & Service

Hollingen's
FARM MARKET, INC.

1755 W. Main St., Ephrata, PA 17522
Located on Route 322
Phone(717) 738-1131

competition must meet the

following requirements:

—liven York County;

—be the daughter of a dairy
farmer, dawry farm manager,

herdsman or dairy farm owner
during the current year, or be the
owner of more than one dairy
anumnal prior to May 1, 1981;

—have completed her junior year
of hugh school, but not reached her
22nd birthday by December 31,
1981;

-must be single and never

married; cannot marry during her
reign;

-must have her parent’s or
guardian’s consent;

-must attend the trawning
seminar July 13 to 15, 1981;

—~former local winners are not
eligible;

—must give a one to three minute
presentation or radio spot at the
pageant.

Entry forms are due May 1, and
can be obtained from June Boyer,
110 Biesecker Road, York, or by
calling 717/225-5240.
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coins please consider

WISE’S COIN & GIFT SHOP

% we have 3 in-house teletypes
keeping us up to the minute on
‘ current market prices.

@) We are full time professionals
& your satisfaction is our full
time concern. We also provide

BUYING or SELLING
)

consultations on

INVESTMENTS and
APPRAISALS - private
i) facilities offer CONFIDENTIAL

consultations.

WISE'S COIN & GIFT SHOP

1430 Walnut St. |
A Lebanon, Pa. 17042
@ (717) 273-9705 (717) 273-0785

Mueller HiPerForm® s
the completely
automatic milk cooling
system for progressive
dairymen Durable

milk coolers

Ask us for details on HiIPerForm

USED TANKS
300 Gal. & Up

HiPer-Form Model “OH" and “MHL"” Milk Coolers feature large-
radius corners and smooth stainless steel welds for easy
cleaning. Cooler capacities range from 300 to 6000 gallons With
the fiip of a switch, Mueller-Matic® Automatic Washing System

cleans the cooler interior with jet-spray wash and acidified rinse

1122 Woodstock Road

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

MARTIN'S REFRIGERATION SERVICE

Fayetteville, PA 17222

Phone: (717) 352-2783
SALES & SERVICE

e Wet or Dry

exit

EAR CORN

Paying Top Prices For
Good Quality Ear Corn

e No Quantity too large §
or too small
j Fast Unloading -
Dump on Pile & G
e Easy access - 2.2
miles off 283 bypass- |
Manheim, Mt. Joy

§ » Daily Receiving 7:30
AM. to-5 P.M. - un-
loading evenings &
Saturdays by appt.

e Trucks available for
pick up at your farm.

Cali Anytime For Price

717-665-4785

| JAMES E. NOLL GRAIN
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New & Used Silos
New & Used Extensions
Tear down & Rebuilt
Gunite silo relining

& repairs

Replastering, roofs,
permanent pipe &

distributors

Oxygen Limiting Silos
above and below ground
manure storage

Jamesway Unloaders
Barn Equipment

Py

Write or Call

DETWEILER SILOS

Rd 2 Box 267-D
Newville, PA 17241
Phone:
717-532-3039
717-776-7533
717-776-3288




