Ranks as top priority

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, March 21, 1981--D17

o Survey finds 95% support federal farmland protection

LANCASTER — Despite
repeated attacks on government
*gverregulation” by candidates in
the 1980 elections, a new poll of
National Wildlife Federation
members reveals that most feel
there are not enough federal en-
vironmental protection laws.

Of the 38,927 NWF members who
responded to a poll appearing in
the February-March 1ssue of
National Wildlife magazine, 62.1
percent felt that we have ‘“‘too
little” environmental regulation.
Only 11.5 percent felt we have *‘t00
much,” while 25 percent responded
that we have ‘*just about the right
amount.” -

In addition, the annual survey
showed that NWF members feel
the federal government should
play a stronger role in two other
areas-farmland protection and
population control.

An gverwhelming 95.2 percent
said that there should be a national
policy to protect prime farmland

‘lrom bemng developed into roads,

ousing areas, and other projects.
Only 2.8 percent felt there should
be no government policy, and 1.7
percent responded, *‘don’t know.”
Not all pol: respondents answered
all questions.

On the issue of population con-
trol, 58.9 percent of the respon-

dents saird that the federal
government should be involved 1n
hmiting world population growth.
Disagreemng were 30.3 percent,
while 9.8 percent said they “don’t
know.”

Environmental regulation,
farmland protection, and
population growth were three of
eight conservation 1ssues covered
1n the survey of i1ts members by
NWF, the nation’s largest citizens
conservation group.

The other questions concerned
public lands use, nuclear power,
land transfers, money for wildhfe,
-and transportation. Respondents,
who mailed n their ballots at their
own expense, were also asked to
rank each issue as to its relative
importance.

Farmland protection was voted
as the number one priority, with
nuclear power ranking second.

Here are the questions and
answers on the eight 1ssues,
followed by their rankings:

FARMLANDS

A mmibon acres a year of U.S.
prime farmlands are converted to
urban, Industrial, transportation
and water uses. Many experts
worry about the wisdom of paving
over any more priume, food-

producing farmiand when the
world population 1s growing faster

than the earth’s abihity to feed
people. But a national policy to
protect farmlands might cwb
industrial growth and possibily
hrit suburban housing.

Should there be tougher laws

and/or financial incentives to
protect prime farmiands?

YES: 95.2 percent, NO. 28
percent; DON'T KNOW: 1.7
percent.

MONEY FOR WILDLIFE

Traditionally hunters and

fishermen have supported state
wildhfe programs, manly the
game specles, with license fees
and special taxes. Now, many
states are raising funds to finance
programs for nongame species-
songbirds and other creatures not
taken by sportsraen. Would you
pay an additional small tax on
certain items of camping, hiking,
bird-watching and bird-feeding
equpment to support nongame
species in your area?

YES: 81.3 percent. NO: 9.8
percent. DON’T KNOW: 8 percent.
TRANSPORTATION

Federal highways are America’s
largest publicly funded project.
Boosters of more highway building
say this will create more jobs and
help the whole economy. Op-
ponents feel it would be wiser to
mvest the $3 bilhon annual con-

PUT MORE

| PROFIT IN YOUR

ALFALFA.

Whether you grow for a cash crop or to feed

struction budget in rail hnes, bus
systems and public transportation.
In an era of imited budgets, which
approach deserves the top
priority?

MASS TRANSIT. 78.1 percent.
HIGHWAYS: 13.4 percent. DON'T
KNOW: 7.7 percent.
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULAT-

IONS

Many new federal laws con-
trolling air and water pollution and
toxic waste dumping were passed
to safeguard the country’s en-
vironmental qualty. But some
people complain these en-
vironmental rules are too ex-
pensive and add up to
“overregulation.” They want to
repeal or relax some of these
standards Others say federal
regulations are needed more than
ever to protect us from pollution
and chemnical contarmnation.

Do you feel we have to much
environmental regulation?

TOO MUCH: 11.5 percent. TOO
LITTLE: 62.1 percent. JUST
ABOUT THE RIGHT AMOUNT:
25 percent.

USE OF PUBLIC LANDS

The federal government

manages vast areas of publicly

1 owl |
MANURE-SPREADERS

THAT WILL HANDLE ANY TYPE
PIT MANURE EASILY - AND
PRICED REASONABLY -
BUILT TOUGH

owned land-about 700 mlhon acres
m the western states and Alaska.
These areas provide extensive
habitat for wildiife and have great
aesthetic and recreational values.
These lands also provide forage for
thousands of cattle and sheep, and
may contam nmense reserves of
timber, ol and minerals. When
mcompatible, should grazng,
timber, ol and muneral develop-
ment have priority over wildlife,
recreational and wilderness
values?

ALWAYS. 1.5 percent. NEVER:
382 percent. IN SOME CASES:
59.5 percent.

NUCLEAR POWER

Currently, 70 nuclear power
plants provide 12 percent of U.S.
electrical output. Supporters say
more such plants would reduce our
dependence on foreign oil, and they
contend nuclear plants pose no
more threat to human lfe than
conventional power sources.
Opponents worry about theiwr
safety and also the nagging
problem ot nuclear waste disposal.
Should we buld more nuclear
power plants?

{Turn to Page D20)

MANURE PIT ELEVATORS

AND PROPER PIT DESIGN
PLANS FOR MAXIMUM BEDDING

COMPAGT ROTO BEATERS

your own livestock,-you can't afford weeds in
your alfalfa. They shorten stand life, lower
protein content, lower TDN and reduce overall
digestibility and palatability of your hay. In
short, excessive weed growth just plain picks
your pocket.

ORTHO PARAQUAT CL herbicide burns
back weeds on contact. Apply PARAQUAT dur-
ing the winter to dormant established stands.
It's exceptionally broad spectrum and destroys
weeds with extraordinary speed. Apply PARA-
QUAT with ORTHO X-77 Spreader.

DANGER: PARAQUAT is highly toxic if swal-
lowed and should be kept out of the reach of
children.To prevent accidental ingestion, never
transfer to food, drink or other containers. Read
the label carefuly and follow all directions,
danger statements and worker safety rules.
Restricted Use
Pesticide. Use all
chemicals only as
directed. )
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COMBINATION-MOWER
AND CRIMPER UNITS

COMPLETELY - REBUILT

ALLIS-CHALMERS AND WISC.
POWER UNITS IN STOCK

SMUCKER

WELDING & MANUFACTURING
2110 Rockvale Road, Lanc , PA. 17602
PH' (717)687-9198

AIR BLASTYT
SPRAYER

3 'ét?jé"‘l\"s ) 3.
KEY FEATURES:

» 55 gallon poly tank

e 122 HP (210 c ¢ )gasengine

* 8 nozzle adyustable discharge, 200 mph velocity
e Calibration from 1 quart to 40 gal per acre

* Up to 40 ft swath width for crops

*Up to 40 ft height with Teleblast
¢ Mounts on 3 pt hitch or skids into pick up truck

i SOLD AND SERVICED BY:

LESTER A. SINGER

Lancaster County’s Only Dealer
Specializing in Sprayer Sales & Service
RONKS, PA 717-687-6712
Mon.-Fn 8to5, Saturday9to12
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