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Grow garden transplants first

LITITZ — Starting your own
transplants from seed can be both
fun and good economics. But
there’s a knack to domng it suc-
cessfully. Here are some pointers
which should help grow sturdy
transplants for the garden.

Here’s what’s needed: suitable
containers, a warm place to
gerrminate the seeds, a clean
medium to grow them i, and
enough hight for them to grow well
after germination

Contatners for starting seeds are
as varied as the gardeners who
grow them. Some pcople like to use
individual containers. These can
range from plastic or paper cups
or plastic egg cartons to the
commerclal peat pots or ‘“nffy-
7’s” you buy at a garden center.

Aluminum trays, pie tins, plastic
tubs such as margarine ar dessert
whip can all be used to start
several seeds together. Or buy
some of the small plastic flats
designed for that purpose.

The medium used for starting
your seeds 1s unportant It must
hold moisture, but dramn well
Above all, it must be free of
disease-causing organisms
Peathite mixes (a combination of
sphagnum peat moss and perlite)
are widely used by professional
growers for starting seeds. These
are available at most places that
sell garden supplies. Another
advantage of these mxes 1s that
they usually contam enough fer-
tilizer to get the seedlings of! to a
good start.

It’s best to wet the medium some
time before sowing seeds, as some
of these mixes are slow to absorb
moisture Saturate it well. If the
container doesn’t have a dramn
hole, either make one or water
carefully so that excess water
doesn’t stand in 1t

Now, 1t’s time to sow the seeds
Small seeds lke petunia and
snapdragons aren’t covered at all
but scattered over the surface of
your growing medium. Cover
larger ones to a depth once or twice
their diameter
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If individual containers are used,
put 2 to 3 seeds 1n each one Later
remove all but the most vigorous
seedling. If a tray 1s used, sow the
seeds thinly so plants won't be
overcrowded once they sprout.
While waiting for the seeds to
germmate, 1t helps to put con-
tawers wnside a plastic bag. This
should keep the growing medium
from dryng out.

Nov;, find a nice warm spot to
germunate the seeds The top of
your refrigerator, the back of the
stove, on top of a radiator — any
place where they’ll be reasonably
warm A temperature of 70-80
degreesisideal.

As soon as the seeds germinate
remove the plastic bag and put
containers where they’ll get good
hght. A sunny window will do
nicely If you don’t have one, grow
seedlings under a fluorescent hight
A shoplight will give excellent
results, provided seedlings are
placed within about six inches of 1t.

Common vegetables like
tomatoes, peppers and eggplants
as well as flowers like marigolds,
petunzas and alyssum should be
started 4-6 weeks before they're to
be set outdoors. In this area, this
means sowing them anytime from
muid-March to early Apnl.

Plants sown in trays need to be
moved to individual pots as soon as
they're large enough to handle
Use the same medium the seeds
were started 1n

Seedlings will need to be fer-
tihzed to keep them growing well
Soluble hquud fertilizers are best
Follow directions on the label as to
how much and how often to feed
Rates and frequency will vary with
the product.

Acclimate seedlings to outdoor
conditions by placing them in a
protected spot outside a couple of
days before planting them in the
garden

With proper care, these
homegrown seedlings should cost
less and give greater variety than
commercially grown transplants.
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Just Arrived...

QUILT PATCHES!

NEW LINEN & PRINTS
FOR SPRING & EASTER

*1.99,.

Space Depth

Seed Planis Space between of

per per between plants plant Approximaie Time 10
Vegetable 100 100 rows n row ng field planting matusty

fees feett feer! inches inches dates® davs
Asparagus® % oz 50 75 4 18 24 68 Apnl 23 vt
Beans dwarf snap 8 oz 1% 3 14 1 1% Mav | Aug | 50 65
Beans polc snap 4 oz 4 48 11 Mav 15 June | 507s
Beans green shell 8 vz 23 24 1 1% May I5July | 90 100
Beans dry shell 8 oz 23 2.4 [ A May 15 June § 90 100
Beans dwarf hma 1 1b 17 3 48 [ Mav 20 June 10 75 80
Beans pole hma 8 oz 4 638 | 1% May 20 June | 80 100
Beets b oz {27 13 % Apni 1t Julv 10 5070
Broccali early” s oz 0 3 1224 plants Apnl 115 75 100
Broccoh  late Ya oz 60 3 18 24 plants June 15 July 10 90 100
Brussels sproutsy® Y oz 60 3 18 24 plants Masv 15 June 15 90 130
Cabbage early® s oz 70 23 918 plants Apnl 15 May 20 60 90
Cabbage  tate Y oz 60 23 92 A June 15 Juby | 90 120
Cabbage Chinese Y% ooz 143 1018 ‘% Juls 15 75 100
Carrors Y oz 12 13 7971 Apnl | Julv {0 55 90
Cauliflower early? % oz 60 23 1218 plants Apnl | 15 75 100
Cauliflower late 'a 0z 60 23 1218 7] June 15 July 10 90 120
Celery earlV® Y oz 200 23 16 plants Apnl 20-May 15 75 100
Celery  lae % oz 200 23 6 A Juby 115 100 120
Celenac® % oz 200 2 4 % luly 115 90 118
Chicory % oz 1 2 410 Ya o June 15 120 130
Chives 100 2.7 I 1% plants Apnl
Corn wweet {early) v tb 2% 3 810 1% Mas 1 July 1 70 80
Corn  wweet (late) % 1b 2% 3 10 12 1% May ) Jub ) 85 100
Cress (upland) % oz 1 1% 24 Vs Yo Muay | June 15 60 80
Cucumber Y oz 36 12 1 1% May 10 June 1S 60 80
Dundehion % oz 150 12 36 Y % Annl Sept 175 200
Epgplant® Y% oz 60 34 18 24 plants May 20-June 1 90.100
Endive? Ys oz 1% 2 812 2] May 1 Jub 1§ 60-90
Horseradish 100 14 12-15 6 Apni } 15 180
KaleP a oz s 2 1224 v July 15 Aug | §0-200
Kohlrab® Y3 0z 1% 2 36 ] Apni 1 Aug 1 60 75
Leck Y. oz 1% 2 34 % Apnl (18 130 180
Lettuce® ta oz 12 915 11 Apni 1 Aug 1 4575
Muskmelon* Y% oz 56 1223 I 1'» May 15 RS 100
Onion (plants) 0z 600 1% 2 34 plants Apnl 115 110
Onon  sets 2 b 12 13 Yy Apnl ) 15 100120
Omon (for sets) 2 o 1% crowded e Apnl |18 90 100
Parslevt Y oz 11 412 Ya v Apnl I Aug | 60 90
Parsnip Y2 oz 12 2 33 Ya ¥ Apnl 1S 30 95 110
Puas t b 23 23 Pin Apn! 50-80
Pepper” tooz 80 12 3 1224 prants May 20 Junc 1 70 90
Potato  sweet ) ph 80 33 1218 plants May 20 118125
Pumphin (vine) Y. 02 610 36 60 1 May 20 June | 90-110
Radish ! oz | 1 Y Apnl Aup 25135
Rhubarh” I o2 28 34 23 plants Apnl 2yr
Rutabaga a0z s 2 58 2 July 1 90 120
Salsifv I oz 11 24 Y Apnl | 1§ 140 150
Spmach 1oz 1 1% 24 % Apnl and August 40 60
Spinach New Zcaland 1 oz 34 24 36 ! Apni 15 60 80
Squash  winter b ooz 6 10 36 60 1 May 15 Junc | 90110
Squash  summer oz 3s 16 60 1 Muay 15 June |} 50 80
Swiss chard I oz 1% 3 612 vz | Apnl 1§ 50 60
Tomato" s oz 40 35 36 60 plants May 20 June 1} 75100
Tomato  stahed” Y oz 75 34 1524 plants Masy 20 June | 75 100
Turnip Y2 02 12 26 Vi % Apnl July 25 50 80
Watermelon % oz 610 24 36 ! May 20 June } 70-95

* Exact amounts will vary according 1o planting distantes
" Crops that can be started indoors and transplanted o the field

¢ Crops that require special treatment fur transplanting
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For wheel hoe cultivation distance butween rows may depend upon type of culuvator to be used
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We Have The Answers

Specializing In All Types Of
Farm and Commercial Buildings!
* DAIRY BARNS
* GENERAL

STORAGE

+ HORSE BARNS

>0 10 Your Farm Building Problems!

* GRAIN

STORAGE

% MACHINERY STORAGE

*x DO-IT-YOURSELFERS *

We Can Furnish You With A Complete Building
Materials Package And Blueprints Erect it

Yourself and Save Labor Costs!

Ready To Serve You Throughout Penna , Maryland,

Delawarsg, And New Jersey!

if you need any type of farm or commercial build-
ing, call collect or send the coupon for more infor-

mation.
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SwedishKnits......*2.45
Drapery (72"} ......°*1.00
Double Knit........*1.50
Upholstery ........ $2.99
Fleece (110").......°2.50
Fleece (60")........%*1.50
Cotton Prints.......*1.50
Svede Cloth........*'2.50
Wool Chalis........*1.75
Wool Blends .......*1.75

Lycra Antron For
Bathing Suits &
Skating Fabric . .. *8-*9
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Brand New Prints...*2.25
Pleated Crepe......*3.25
BoysJerseys....... +2.50
Velour ..............99°¢
Special Fabrics........ 50°
SolidKnits.........*1.26
Crepe Prints .......*1.00
Chenile ...........°2.26

Career Apparel - New For
Beautician Smocks,
Waitresses,
Nurses.........*'1.99

Mon. to Sat. t0AMto 5 PM
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BUILDING SYSTEMS

P O Box 366
Manhemm, Pa

Call Coflect
717-665-7150

I Please contact me with information on the following  LF
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

] FARMBUILDINGS

DO-IT-YOURSELF BUILDING PACKAGES .

. Fill Out And Ma)l To Red Rose Buliding Systems,
PO Box 366, Manheim, Pa. 17545

l Nome

. Address or RD
.Town _

l Phone {include erea code)

State

Zip
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