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Waging war on garden insects

LIfITZ — Protecting plants
trom ail the hungry insects that
threaten a vegetable garden can
be an endless job. You start the
growing season with visions of
wonderful harvests to come and
before you know 1t, you're at war.
Fhere are root maggots n the
radishes, juicy green caterpiliars
on the tomatoes (the ones the
cutworms didn t get earlier) and
cabbage loopers are making lace
out ot the broccoh

The experlence can be pai-
ticularly unnerving to a beginning
gardener—one not yet hardened to
this mevitable battle ot the bugs
But don t throw 1n the sponge just
because of a tew ravenous beetles
There are lots ot ways to win the
wdr

First ot all, know the enemy For
controls to be ettective, the pest
doing the damage has to be
wdentitred

Insects that attack garden plants
can be placed n three distinct
groups soil Insects, sucking in-
sects, and chewing msects

Soll insects dre those that spend
d part ot thewr hte in the ground,
attaching either the seed at
planting time, o1 small tender
seedlings Included 1n this group
dle wireworms, cutworms, white
grubs, mole crickets, and various
maggots or fly larvae

Sucking msects are those that
have their mouthparts developed
for piercing and sucking fhey
damage plants by inserting these
mouthparts into plant tissue and
removing the juices Plants
heavily infested with this type of
pest become yellow, wilted,
detormed, or stunted and may
eventually die Some sucking in-
sects nject toxic chemncals mto
plants while teeding and some
transmit disease organisms such
as bactera and viruses

Some examples ot sucking in-
sects are aphids, leathoppers,
stinkbugs, squash bugs, thrips, and
spider mites Mites are not true
tnsects, however, but are often

grouped with them tor con-
venlence
Chewing nsects cause more

damage 1n the home garden than
etther soll or sucking insects fhey
teed on many parts ot a plant,
consuming both toliage and truit A
wide range ot pests tall in this
troublesome category, including
beetles, weevils, leat muiners,
grasshoppers, and numerous
caterpillars.

Some of thees chewers can
also be vectors tor disease [he
striped cucumber beetle, tor in-
stance, transmits bacterial wilt to
cucumbers

Cultural

practices play a4

BOMBERGER'S

signmificant reéle i reducing or
ehminating many insect problems
in the home garden For one thing,
keep soll at maximum fertility and
well watered Also, dispose of any
trash, boards, or old plant debris in
the garden area It only a tew
plants show signs of infestation,
handpick larger insects, crush
nsect egg masses, or wash insects
oft plants with a forcetul stream ot
water.

Use cardhboard protectors
around tiansplants to ward off
cutworm attacks And at the
conclusion of the growing season
remove all plants and plant debris
trom your garden

Most soMl insects can be con-
trolled by treating the ground a
week or two before planting Use
Diazinion (3/4 cup of 25 percent
emulsion concentrate in 3 gallons
ot water or 1/2 cup ot 50 percent
wettable powder in 3 gallons ot
water). These mixtures will treat
about 1,000 square feet of surface
area The insecticide should be
applied to the sou surface and
mixed in thoroughly to a depth ot 4-
b nches

Sucking and chewing insects can
also be controlled with a variety ot
commercial sprays and dusts Be
sure to read the labels on all sprays
and dusts
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Watch for hunger signs

LITITZ — Plants get hungry too’
You must not only feed yourself,
your ammmals and your car with
gas, but you must water and fer-
tilize plants

According to the cooperative
extension service of Penn State,
garden vegetables express their
need for fertilizer through hunger
s:;gns which are specific for
various nutrients. Usually plant
growth has slowed down even
before these symptoms become
apparent. The hunger signs you
follow can be used year-round for
house plants as well as garden
Crops.

Yellowed or hight green leaves,
especially on the lower part of the
plant, 1ndicate insufficient
nitrogen.

Purple-tinged leaves and stems
on stunted plants are often a sign of
phosphorus deficienev  Tomatoes

are particularly sensitive. Plants
exposed to prolonged cold weather
can also turn purple.

Potassium deficiency shows up
commonly as a yellowing or
browning of edges of older leaves.

A lack of manganese in most
nutrtent elements differ among
vegetables. Boron deficiency
causes dry rot or brown-heart of
beets, cracked stalks of celery,
hollow-stem of cauliflower, and
discolored areas on cauliflower
heads.

Disease, msects, unfavorable
soil conditions, injury due to im-
proper use of fertilizers, and
weather unsuited to some crops all
have harmful effects on plant
growth. Do not confuse poor
growth, due to these conditions as
well as faulty cultural practices,
with  specific nutritional
deficiericies.—DK
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Edible podded peas produc twice as much as shell peas.
Peas grow best in cool weathfar so plant seeds very early.
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I\Al_:ilk Coolers®

TOBACCO MUSLIN

|
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L] 50"3. bag.... e ..........s. 2.19 POLYESTER * Big savings On~Freighf
e Y2Ton(20bags). ....... 39.00 - Has sewn in grommet holes
* 1Ton(40bags) .......... *74.00¢ _ poesn't shrink * Big Savings On New Coolers
— Delivery is extra . ite I 7
. ngt'tzggg?‘% air and water Sale Ends March 31
- Economical
2000000000000 0000000000000¢ ) Wi" not rot o only from
- Made of 100% P0|yester @ MUELLER'
- Used with much success in I 8 .
BURPEE SEED Michigan -
3ydx33%yd.............. *19.95
SEED'N STARTKITS 2ydx33%yd.............. *19.95
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Burpee's complete indoor seed
starting kit. Choose from a good
variety of vegetables and flowers.

Packof12plants ............ 1 .35

CHIX NYLON
MUSLIN

3ydx33%yd.............. *17.9581. -
INDIVIDUAL PACKS

Burpee brand quality seed each
packaged in its own sealed

TOBACCO RIBS

comesinbags

envelope. weight varies. YO perib. s
Hundreds of varieties to
choose from. MOTH BALLS . . -Why settle for less!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

RUFUS BRUBAKER
REFRIGERATION

614 Penryn Rd. Manheim, PA 17545
717-665-3525
¢ Authorized Mueller Dealer » Dependable 24 Hr. service

USED TANKS AVAILABLE...

* 300 Gal. Mojonnier ¢ 500 Gal. Tank
¢ 400 Gal. Sunset * 500 Gal. Zero * 500 Gal. Milk Keepe

BULK SEED

Our Bulk Seed is now in stock with
a large selection to choose from!

54.49

ELM,PA
(717) 665-2407
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Menday, Thursday, Fridoy ‘til 9:30 ¢ Tuesday, Wednesday, Seturday ‘il 6:00




