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Del. soybeans snatcliihg croplénd from corn

BRIDGEVILLE, Del — A 20-
year analysis of corn and soybean
production in Delaware shows that
recently corn has been losing
acreage to soybeans.

Between 75,000 and 100,000 acres
have gone out of corn production in
favor of soybeans over the last four

years, according to University of
Delaware extension agronomst
William H. Matchell, who compited
the data

Before 1977, acreage 1n the two
crops tended to run roughly
parallel, with the lead shifting
from one to the other depending on

price and demand. Both grains are
used to feed Delmarva broiler
flocks.

Mitchell says that some farmers
may  have been switching to
soybeans because they think this 1s
a cheaper crop to grow than corn
Others may favor soybeans
because they think they’re less

Soybeans cost about $50 less to
row, mainly because they require

less fertilizer.
Opting to grow beans instead of

corn strictly on the basis of
production costs may result n
rather marginal savings, however,
says German.

He says he feels farmers who

he says, soybeans mature at a fime
when there’s a greater hkehhood
of ramnfall.

The critical month for water on
corn 1s July ~ often a dry month on
Delmarva. Soybeans need water
during pod set and fill in August
and September, historically wetter
months in this part of the country:
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