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Ida’s
Notebook

Ida Risser

Lately I've been looking over
some Agricultural Almanacs
printed in the 1870°s. They were
printed by John Baer’s Sons and
lucky for me they are printed in

English
When I find some genealogical

information m German I can read
that, but not my German bibles. 1
tell myself that someday I'll 1m-
prove my knowledge of the Ger-
man language

These almanacs cover every -
aginable subject from recipes to
getting r1d of bed bugs by applying
quicksilver and egg whites, with a
feather, to all parts of your
bedstead once a year 1 never
realized that cows, horses and
sheep could have so many ailments
that needed to be cured.

The contents of these old books
also include remedies for human 1l-
Inesses such as doses of turpentine
to cure headaches.

The main feature in the 1870
almanac 1s on the ‘*Profits of Fish
Farmung.” They state that sowing
fish 1s twice as valuable as sowing
corn and that an acre of good water
produce twice as much food as an
acre of land. Advice 1s also givento
the farmer who is planting Indian
corn — he 1s told to soak 1t over-
nmght 1n tepid water before coating
1t with ceal tar or to keep the birds
and squirrels from eating the seed.

One line of advice reads, “Put a

few hive fish in your wells, if angle
worms infest them.”

Bleached celery 1s given top bill-
g to cure nervousness and
palpitations of the heart if eaten
with each meal and the common
strawberry 1s extoled as a natural
dentrifice. They recommend keep-
g grapes fresh by burying them

it a keg 1n the ground.

What I enjoyed reading was the ‘
article on “Home Cheerfulness.”
They felt that children go astray
not because there 1s want of prayer
or virtue in the home but because 1t
lacks sunshine. Parents were ad-
vised to talk to their children and
smile so the chldren will not spend
therr hours elsewhere.

Berks Co. Board meeting

The Berks County Board ot
Farm Women held a meeting
recently to announce the following
events:

The project for 198l farm women
1s quilting. Entries will be judged
on workmanship, neatness,
eveness of stitches, design and
general appearance.

Berks Heun Bingo will be April
" Requested are balls, puzzles,

afghans, used hearing aids, per-
fume, powder, neckiaces and
rings Berks Heim Tea will be May
6.

The Berks hoedown will be held
October 24 at the Hamburg Field
House with music by *‘The Fairer
Sex.”

The 4-H Arts and Crafts Bazarr
will be April 3 and 4.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF BIG FACTORY ALLOWANCES

“We’re ready to deal!”

OUTSIDE CALF HUTCHES

With Metal Roofs & Feeders
¢ Painted & Creosoted

For Additiona! Information Write or Cali

STOLTZFUS WOODWORK

RD 2, Box 2280, Gap, PA 17527
717-442-8972
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THINK DIESEL
THINK
LOMBARDINI

26 different models
designed to fit most
gasoline engine
applications

o
41068 H.P.
1-Year Warranty

ELOMBARDINI

The Powerhouse

The fastest growing line of small,
air-cooled diesels in America

Authorized sales, service and
parts Call today for a quotation
Distributor

HOOVER DIESEL SERVICE

PH: 717-656-6133
2998 West Newport Rd.
Ronks, Pa. 17572
2Y2 miles East of Leola - Along 772
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

® 4-wheel drive MF 4000
Serties tractors

® 225-375 engine HP
Cummins diesels

ity

Get a fresh start on spring with a
new high-performance MF tractor.

Power up for the busy spring work season with
a new Massey-Ferguson tractor . . . sized just
right for your operation. There never was a better
time, because the factory has given us some
extra-special allowances, so we can make you a
real deal!

We're dealing with factory allowances, too, on
most new Massey tillage tools, planters, hay &

“So let’s talk. . . NOW!”

PETERMAN FARM EQUIPMENT  LEBANON VALLEY IMPLEMENT C0. ABRACZINSKA'S FARM EQUIP. INC. M. M. WEAVER & SON

225 York Road 700 E tinden St
Carlisie, PA Richland, PA
Ph (717) 249-5338 Ph (717)866-7518
MARLIN W. SCHREFFLER
S. 6. LEWIS AND SON Prtman. PA
PWest Grove, PA Ph (717)648-1120
h (215) 869-9440
869-2214 WEB SNYDER INC.
RD1

Watsontown, PA 17777
Ph (717)538-5555

SWARTZ'S GARAGE
RD2
Richfield, PA 17086
Pn (717)694-3861

ACE-JURISTA, INC.

RD1 -
2 Tunkhannock, PA 18657
Ph (717)836-2610
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@ Electronic draft control
(optional)
® Oscﬂathg rear frame

moves 30°

® Deluxe cab, seat

forage equipment and implements . . . plus MF
500 and 700 Series combines . . . so you can get
a great bargain on just about everything you've
been needing in the way of new farm equipment.
But don't wait, the earlier you act, the better the

deal we can make!
Massey Ferguson

Selections will be
better, too.

RD 1, Catawissa, PA N Grofidale Rd

717.356-2323 Leola, PA 17540
(Southon Rt 42) Ph (717)656-2321
N. H. FLICKER & SONS, INC.
PhM(aZXIa 3:3;'-7”2“52 Am:f];[ ;SOEeESAGE
WINNES GARAGE g,

Canton, PA 17724
Ph(717) 673-8456

ZECHMAN FARM SUPPLY, INC.
Selmsgrosle), :’A 17870
Ph (717)374-7231

RANDALL FRANZEN INC.
RD #2
Woodstown, N J 08098
Ph- (609) 769-2300




