Bird seed and pet food is available thro{;gh armers Supply
also. Here Ted Alspach owner and manager of Farmers

Farmers Supply

(Continued from Page C8)
anywhere 1 Lancaster county for
a munimuim $5.00 order, or a $10.00
order of garden seeds. ‘We have
three trucks on the road. We hit the
southern end first where 1t gets
warrp a few days earher, then
move north,”” Alspach relates

Orders begin coming in volume -
and gowng out - at the end of
February or the beginmng of
March. Helping along the seed
order bustness 1s an order sheet
mailed to about 40,000 boxholders
throughout the county The order
forms hist most of the extensive
mmventory available through
Farmers dupp)y

Ot course there are big favorites
among customers, with peas,
beans and corn making up the
biggest volume of sales Siver
Queen 1s the most popular corn,
although Alpsach says he notices
other varieties making a gawn.
Most of their seeds are purchased
through the Charles Hart Company
which acts as “'legman” Alspach
said

Although they carry seeds for
almost any plants, they also will
have a completé line of bedding
plants avallable and Alspach says
he recommen 5 buying plants for
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items like
tomatoes.

He also mentions that there are
new varieties available each year,
often with improvements over the
previous varieties Alspach said he
talks with growers and checks the
market before gomng ahead with
new items He also tries new
varieties In s own garden for
firsthand experience. He laughs
about s tomato experiment,
where he carefully planted six
different kinds which all ended up
in Maple Grove swimming pool
when fus garden flooded

Right now, Alspach says the
“hottest vegetable” 1s the sugar
snap pea, which he says is downg
~fantastic.” According to Alspach
1t 1s popular because ‘you get tons
of fruit from the plant and 1t 1s
delicious cooked or raw.”
Nevertheless he predicts there will
always be a big local market for
the regular sugar pea, because
‘some people still hke the small,
flatpea ”

Sugar peas can be one of the
earliest vegetables planted
because the seeds resist cold
weather Alspach said he has
known people to *‘scratch the frost
and put 1n sugar peas "’

He noted that people in Lan-
caster County tend to be con-

kohl crops and

Planning 1n a farm and garden
supply business can be risky, as
Alspach pownts out, “We try to
think three to six months ahead.”

Alspach has been at Farmers
Supply for five years and has now
taken over the interest in the fum
from A. Lloyd Groff, one of the
original owners and founders. John
McGrann, the other founder, 1s
now deceased.

The business started with seeds
and other farm supplies, but was
well known as the largest toy
dealer around. Alspach says the
firm got out of the toy business
when discounters came mto the
pictwre and then got into the
building contractor supply
business as a way of stretchung
icome throughout the year. In the
garden business, spring, sumuner
and fall are healthy seasons, but
things can be a httle lean mn the
winter

From December on, Farmners
Supply now does brisk busmess
supplying the needs of tobacce
growers.

Alspach got to know the business
when he went there for supplies as
a worker for a construction
company Eventually he made
Groff an offer, and has come {o
love his new enterprise. He said, *I
can’t learn everything overmight,

Supply weighs some bird feed for a customer.

VEAL GROWERS
CHECK USOUT!

STARKS QUALITY VEAL FEEDS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN THE EAST

Our feed is made from the highest quality
milk and milk By-Products to insure proper
growth and development of your calves.

= Our extensive quality control laboratory will
assure greater consistency in YOUR feed.

We can show you excellent results, with
GOOD feed conversions in 14, 15, and 16

weeks.

Deal Direct with the factory. No Dis_»tt_'ibutors!
Starter $1035 per ton delivered. Finisher
$970 per ton delivered.

Our 15 years of calt _growing_experiencq will
assure you of receiving the finest technical
service available anywhere.

Contract growers will find our labor lease
agreements to be both attractive and com-
petitive.

IF YOU ARE READY TO INCREASE
YOUR NET DOLLAR PROFIT
WITHOUT HAVING TO SACRIFICE
PERFORMANCE

CALL COLLECT OR WRITE

N V@( STARKS VEAL COMPANY, INC.

« \ servative 'The people like an old

standby.” (Yurnto Page C10)

Feeding Racks
included.
Each
Feeding
Rack
consists of
Paif and
Hay Rack.
Pail not

included. individual pens Calves cannot reach
together Overall size 8x12 plus 3’
overhang to protect feeder on 4x4
skids and s movable Halfinch
Aspenite sides and white baked enamel
roof to reflect heat
We Can Arrange Delivery

Other Styles and
Sizes Available

We Do General Farm Construction in Milking Parlors,
Dairy Setups & Poll Sheds
in Lancaster, York & Chester Counties, PA
Harford & Cecil Counties, MD.

Ira C. Her: ? Son, Inc.

D
Quarryville, PA 17566
Phone Day - 717-284-4543 Nite 717-786-2090

NTICE >

BIG SAVINGS

on PALZ

Order Your Barn Cleaner,
Replacement Chains or Silo
Unloader Before February 17,
1981. Only 10% Down Holds
Your Order At Old Price For Up
To 6 Months.

CALL OR SEE BEFORE TUESDAY, FEB. 17, 1981

MARVIN J. HORST

1950 S. 5th Ave., Lebanon, PA 17042
Phone: 717-272-0871

Tom Hermanek
R.D. #1 Bainbridge, NY 13733
607-639-1122 or 607-639-2147 -




