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Swine producers

{Continued from Page C31)

notes that the front board usually
needs to be replaced every 12-18
months due to sows gnawing and
pawing at it,

““Woven wire, on the other hand,
has a long hfetime,”” he says.

Purina’s Washam notes that
durabihity 1s only one reason he
recommends woven wire for the
entire crate.

““When we began constructton of
a new facihity at our research farm
in 1979, we mstalled wire flooring
in all 40 of the new crates. Ten
were raised 12 mnches above floor
level, while 30 were placed at floor
level,” he says. In both cases, the
crates were placed over flush pits.
Existing crates had solid concrete
floors.

Although death loss 1n the
farrowing rooms with solid con-
crete was, at 11.4 percent, almost
half the industry average,
Washam observes that the woven
wire crates did even better

“We were able to reduce pig
mortality to 83 percent on the
raised wire,”’ he reports. “We were
also able to increase the 21-dav pig
welght by 12 lbs per head to 11.5
ibs. That’'s a 105 1b per ltter
weight 1ncrease over a three week
period 7’

In testing raised wire crates
agamnst concrete, metal and
wooden slatted floors, Purina also
pirpointed other advantages for
the sows on wire program versus
conventional, cluding .73 more
pigs/htter, 1.3 lbs. Igher pig
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weight at weaning, and 19.0 lbs.
greater litter weight at weaning.

Washam further explains while
baby pigs farrowed on stainless
steel slats performed better than
pigs raised on concrete, they still
do not do well as pigs farrowed on
raised wire.

“The stainless siats brought
about a 16 5 percent reductton 1n
baby pig mortahty. But, raised
woven wire did better than twice
as well, producing a 35.5 percent
reduction,” he says. ‘“‘Metal slats
also helped mmprove 21-day pig
weight by 1.1 1bs. per head "

Pigs farrowed on raised wire
averaged an additional 1.6 pounds
per head over pigs farrowed on
concrete, he adds. And, the need
for scours treatment was
decreased by 50 percent when hogs
were farrowed on raised woven
wire, as compared with concrete.

Purdue’s finding that elevated
units reduced the amount of time
required to clean crates was
stmilary confirmed by Washam's
research, which indicated 1t took 33
percent less time overall.

‘““Although metal slatted floors
are somewhat easier to clean than
concrete (17 percent according to
the research), the one third
reduction 1s quite sigmficant,
particularly for larger operations
on a continuous farrowing

program,’’ he says

The 1mproved environment,
coupled with a good nutritional
program, helps speed up birth to
market time and quicken herd
turnover, Washam contends. He
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recommends starting baby pigs off
on a highly palatable creep ration
fed on a clean solid area for the
first 45 days, then placed m a
creep feeder.

By breakmg down the added
weight gamn into extra pork per
crate, Washam says he figures the
wnvestment necessary to initiate a
SOW's-on-wire program can be
recouped in a relafively short
amount of time.

“Figuring 1 higher weight gamns
and reduced mortality realized
through elevated crates, producers
can achieve 19 extra pounds of
pork per hitter,”” he claiumns.

Multiplying the extra pork per
litter times the 12 htters which can
be run through the crate within a
year, the Purma researcher
estinates an additional 228 pounds
of pork per crate per year.

“If you figure those pigs could
sell as feeders for about 90 cents
per pound,” he adds, ‘‘the value of
the additional pork per crate per

year1s $205.20.”

Since existing crates can nor-
mally be adapted to the new
program, the major costs involved
include construction of flooring
and the raised platform.

“We’ve found that the average
cost of the platform 1s ap-
proxumately $100, while the wire
will run about $125,” says
Washam. He stresses however,
that the $225.00 cost per crate could
be shghtly more or less depending
upon the quahty and volume of
material purchased.

“By dividing the value of the
extra pork per crate per year into
the cost of the matenals, hog
producers will find that i1t takes
shightly more than one year to pay
off the investment,” figures
Washam. “Consxdermg the
longevity of the wire, the crates
can continue to generate extra
lncome long after the imtial n-
vestment has been paid off.”
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Grade 2 Zinc Plated BOLTS & NUTS
95 ¢ per Ib. - 10 Ibs. or more

Grade 5 Zinc Plated BOLTS
* .I ) 1 5 per Ib. - 10 Ibs. or more
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ON SPECIAL

WHITE HORSE MACHINE

RD 1, GAP,PA 17527
Located In White Horse At
The Corner of Routes 897 & 340
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Broiler placements
drop 9%

HARRISBURG — Placements of
broiller chicks 1n the Com-
monwealth during the week
ending January 24 were 2,082,000,
according to the Pennsylvama
Crop Reporting Service.

The placements; were nine
percent below the corresponding
week a year earlier and 13 percent
below the previous week. Average
placements during the past mne
weeks were four percent above a
year ago.”

Placements in the 21 key poultry
producing states were 79,713,000,
slhghtly above the previous week
and one percent above the same
week a year earlier. Average
placements in the 21 key states
during the past nine weeks were
two percent above a year ago.

Brouler-fryers slaughtered in
Pennsylvama under federal -
spection during the week ending
January 14 totaled 2,093,000, with
an average lightweight of 4.22
pounds.
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'MOEWS SEED COMPANY
Box 214, Granville, Il). 61326
Phone 815/339-2201

Not only have lots of Waxy-Maiz
Hybrid Seed Corn available for the
A.E. Staley Company Contracts,
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RD 2, MYERSTOWN, PA
717-949-2081
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EDWIN HOOVER

LANC. CO
RD 1, EPHRATA, PA
717-733-8313
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Grain Farmers and the Livestock
Farmers, we also have a complete
line of Yellow Dent Hybrid Seed
Corn.

We carry a complete line of Field
Seeds. 3 alfalfa varieties, 3
clovers, Brome Grass, Orchard
Grass, Maiz-Tim Timothy, Pasture
Mix: Mix 10 and Mix 30, 6-
Sorghum, Maiz Grain - Sorghum
Sudan Grass, and Maiz-Chop-T a
semi-sweet forage sorghum.

Please Feel Free to Contact
our Dealers Anytime:
D. RICHARD SNYDER
Rt #1, Montoursville, PA 17754
717-433-3580
OR
GENE HAAS
District Sales Supervisor
4911 Bradley-Brownlee Rd.
Farmdale, Ohio 44417
Phone 216/637-0749 or 638-5023

Dealer Inquiries Welcomed

matically switches from one fuel to the
other It heats your house and your hot
water Safely Reliably.

* You choose the most economical fuel
Or the most convenient Either way,
you're secure Multifuel hot-water heat |
is the modern way to beat the energy §
crisis

HS-TRRM

Whippany NJ07931

Kutzrtown Pa 19530

Leadurship ane Rehabidity for over 50 wars

DEALERS:

SUSQUEHANNA STOVE
Brogue PA 17309
717 927 9214

EFFECTIVE ENERCY
Mt Holly, NJ 08060
Ph 609-234-3443

THE STOVE MAN
Rt 100 Eagle
Uwchland Pa 19480
215-458-3011

Statfordwille NJ CHIMNEY CORNERS
08092 Brodheadsville Pa
Ph 609-597 8545 18322

Ph 717 992 6640
THE BOILER ROOM

Chocolate Ave
Hershey PA 17033
717 533.9184

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
SYSTEMS
381 E Jackson St Shamokin PA 17872
New Holland, PA 717 644-0854
17557
717 354-0412

Ph 201 887 2403
SCANDIA STOVES
Ph 215-683 5810

Dlstnbuted by Heat Shed Inc., Revere, PA

PH: 215-847- 2041




