NEWARK, Del. — These
days, many people are en-
joying the warmth and cheer
of a fireplace or wood stove.
Unfortunately, this warmth
and cheer has given rise to
an mcreasing number of
dangerous chimney fires,
points out Delaware Ex-
tension Safety and Energy
Speciahist Ronald Jester

Every year in the United
States there are thousands of
such fires resulting in over
20 mllion dollars worth of
damage.

Chemucal changes cecur 1n
wood when 1t is burned, says
Jester. As a result, gases
and tiny droplets of tar and
water are released as
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Creosote build-up causes chimney fires

The heat generated by
these burning gases ac-
counts for a large per-
centage of the wood’s total
heat output. However, these
gases will not 1gnite until the

fire’s temperature has
reached 1100 degrees
Fahrenheit

Because wood combustion
1S never perfect, smoke
going up the chimney always
contains some of the un-
burned gases and tars If
the chimney’s inner surface
1s cooler than the smoke, as
it almost always is, then
some of the unburned gases
and tars will condense out of
the smoke onto the chim-
ney’s surface. This con-

creosote

When creosote condenses
on a relatively cool surface,
it will contam a large
amount of water and so will
be fluid. If the surface 1s 150
degrees or hotter, the
creosote will contain lttle
water and will be thick and
sticky like tar This tar-like
build-up will eventually
change to a solid or flaky
form.
- There 1s no way to com-
pletely prevent the for-
mation of creosote, notes
Jester But 1t can be
mintmized by avoiding
smoldering fires, by burning
seasoned hardwoods, and by
using interior chimneys.

chimney or mn the clean-out
doors, provide a source of
dilution which lowers the
stack temperature and in-
creases the accumulation of
creosote

For safety as well as
maintenance, one should
inspect a chimney
thoroughly to insure that it is
without cracks and that
clean-out doors are air
tight,” Jester says.

“It 1s important to note
that creosote condenses
from flue gases when the
stack temperature drops
below 250 degrees This
means that chumneys which
are nsulated or interior and
allow less heat to escape are

smoke .
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UNLOADING SILO

+ Patz Silo Unloaders — Feeders — Conveyors — Gutter Cleaners — Manure Pumps — Agitators
+ Heavy-Duty Galvanized Goosenecks — Spreaders — Galv. & Vinyl Pipe

+ A variety of choices in silo roofs & chutes — Aluminized Steel » Fiberglass * Concrete

+ Fiberglass Feedbins & Fiberglass Calf Hutches
+ A full line of concrete building blocks — delivered on our own fleet of self-unloading trucks

THE PATZ
SOLUTION:

Patz Gutter Cleaner

Rugged,
Dependable

Gutter Cleaners

Patz makes gutter
cleaners you can depend on
year after year The proven
one-piece forged steel
hook-and eye link lets you
adjust chain length or
replace Iinks and fljtes by
hand, without tools. And
steel fhtes feature wear
shoes that withstand rug-
ged wear

Thinking of stacking
manure? Consider a Patz
Trnipod Supported Stacker
or a Swinging Shide Stacker
One motor and reducer run
both the gutter cleaner and
the stacker for economical
operation

See us today for more in
formation on the Patz way
to more reliable gutter
cleaner performance
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BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE!
New Price Will Be $299 Present Price $279
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TERRE HILL
SILO CO. INC.

TERRE HILL, PA 17581

PH: 215-445-6736 or
Salesman James Esbenshade -
717-464-2090
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The RD 790 Ring Drive Unloader

-

The 98 B Surface Drive Unioader

o
Reliable
Year-Round

o
Feeding

Patz silo unloaders help
you feed on schedule ail
year round Both the Model
RD 790 ring-drive unloader
and Model 98-B surface-
drive unloader feature a
double-hook gathering
chaln with hardened steel
cutters and claws that rip
through frozen and packed

silage to deliver a steady
flow of silage day after day

Sharp power cutters
keep silo walls free of silage
buildup And your unloader
Starts free of obstruction at
the push of a button

See us today for details
on how Patz silo unioaders
take a littie of the chore out
of feeding time

tight wood stoves ”’

Most ecreosote fires are
assoctated with poor
chumneys that have low
draft, cold walls, and too low
arate of burning

How do you know that
creosote has built up tn your
chimney or flue?

The most obvious way 1s to
inspect the inside of your
chimney or stovepipe, Jester
explains. You may also
notice back drafting and
smoking as you load your
stove. The connector pipe
will also radiate less heat, as
creosote 1s an excellent
insulator

If there 1s more than one-
quarter inch of creosote
build-up, or if there are
small raised bumps of
creosote, a cleaning 1s
needed.

Reports from fire victums
mdicate that a chimney fire
1s a frightening experience
and a potentially dangerous
situation With proper In-
stallation and maintenance,
regular 1nspection and
cleaning, your chances of a
chimney-related fire are
remote. Prevention 1s the
best protection.

If for some reason you
have a fire, here are the
signs that you should
recognize immediately so
that you can respond as
quickly as possible, Jester
notes
I — a distinct crackling
noise in the chimney or
stovepipe;

— “sucking sound” of ar
being drawn into the stove or
chimney. This may increase
aloud roar;

— the stovepipe may
shake (beware that 1t could
fall apart spilling flaming
creosote);

— the stovepipe may glow
red-hot; -

— sparks and flames may
shoot out of the top of the
chimney or stovepipe — and
you!ll probably get phone
calls from your neighbors.

What can be done 1n case
of a chimney fire:

—Call the fire department.
( You may not need them, but
if you do, calling later may
be too late).

— Gather all occupants of
the building and be ready to
leave if the situation wor-
sens.

— Cut off air to the fire If
you are using a wood stove,
close all its draft and
damper controls If you have
a fire n the fireplace, cover
the opeming with any rigid,
noncombustible material
(but beward of strong
suction casued by the fire).
Do not close the fireplace
damper as smoke from the
fire in the fireplace will then
come 1nto the room

— Use a fire extinguisher.
Best 1s a flare-like one
designed specifically for
chimney fires Igmte it like a
road flare and place 1t mside
the stove or fireplace.
Regular CO, extingwishers
can also be used.

— Do not pour or spray
water directly into the
chimney as the rapid con-
traction caused by sudden
cooling may break some of
the tiles.

— Continue to check outer
surface of the chunney and
any inner walls near the
chimney for excessive heat
— even after you think the
fire1s out.

— Check outside to see if
sparks and embers blown
out the chimney top are
igniting roof or brush.

— When the fire’s out,
sweep the chumney and
carefully check for any
damage. Resolve to clean
your chimney more often.

Beat inflation

(Continued from Page B2)
Glenn’s cost and return

. figures for 1980 - which

would vary from farm to
farm, of course - you'd need
241 cows at 10,123 pounds; 52
cows at 12,687 pounds; 28
~cows at 15,339 pounds, and
only 18 cows at 19,245
pounds. _

There 1s a lot to be said for
getting good before getting

"CONTACT-
For

"MANURE PIT ELEVATORS, "'
AND PROPER PIT DESIGN
TO USE AMPLE BEDDING

big,”” Shirk observes.

“As we feel the pinch of
rising costs let us not be too
quick to make a desperation
move {o get too big too fast.
It might be more profitable,
and more enjoyable, to work
for a more productive herd
and a wider margn of profit
per cow. You'll be in a better
position to ride the tides of
mflation.”
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WE ALSO BUILD

ROTO BEATERS
COMBINATION MOWER UNITS
SILAGE CARTS ETC.

LARGE

SELECTION OF WISCONSIN -
AND ALLIS CHALMERS
POWER UNITS IN STOCK

SHEARING AND PRESS WORK,
MACHINE WORK AND
FABRICATING

WELDING & MANUFACTURING
2110 ROCKVALE ROAD, LANC , PA 17602
PH 687-9198




