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Agronomist sees new approaches

HERSHEY — Modern
production technclogy has
resulted 1n much hgher
alfalfa hay yields in
Wisconsin according to
Dwayne Rohweder,
University of Wisconsin’s
extension forage
agronomust.

“However, the use of this
mproved technology has
also caused hay surplus
which can’t be absorbed
through present hay market
facilities,” Rohweder said,
“so we've developed new
approaches to market this
hay.')

Silage to continue important as feed

HERSHEY — The
production of silage as an
important source of
hvestock feed will continue
in the 1980’s with few
changes from the practices
of the 1970’s.

Improvements 1 struc-
tures and equpment will
take place, and some
changes 1n management of
facihties will be needed, said
Roger Grout, Exiension
agricultural engineer at
Penn State.

The new item for silage
packages 1s the use of a
pressing machine to push
sillage 1nto a king-sized

to hay marketing

As g result of a recent hay
marketing study 1in
Wisconsin, we've been able
to characterize the hay
market 1n  Wisconsin,
Rohweder continued.

For example, major hay
sources were crop and dairy
farms while the greatest
share of hay sold was by n-
state and out-of-state dawry
persons. Nearly three-
fourths of the hay bought
was from storage and 90
percent was shipped by
truck.

Furthermore, 75 percent
of the dealers’ hay was cn'd

plastic bag. These bags are
eight feet in diameter and
100 feet long, holding about
100 tons of silage.

“Prelminary trials m-
dicate excellent preser-
vation of siage. At Penn
State, the silage in bags has
stayed at a temperature of
about 90°F. to give good
retention of crop quality and
availlability of protein,”” the
agricultural engineer points
out.

He notes that with any
system, baggmng has some
problems. At present,
feeding and handhng silage
out of the bags has not been

More forage additives

HERSHEY — During the
1980’s, farmers will make
mereasmng use of chemucal
additives and preservatives
1 therr forage program.

This prediction was made
by S. J. Hartung, manager of
factory marketing for Deere
Company, at the 20th An-
niversary Forage Con-
ference held this week 1n
Hershey

“The economics must be
proven, but the digestibility
of roughages such as straw
and low quahty hay can be
considerably unmproved by
treatment with chemicals
such as ammoma or sodium
hydroxide,” Hartung em-
phasized

The Deere Company of-
ficral stated that we may
even now be seeing the
beginning of a trend to use
chemicals 1n the field to
mamtain or mmprove the
qualty of the harvested
crop.

We Buy
Muskrats

Organmic acids and
anhydrous ammomia are
already used to safely bale
partially cured hay. This
reduces leaf loss and results
in hagher quahty.

““We have known for years
that freshly cut alfalfa can
be squeezed to release high
protein juices. When
processed, these juices
become a high protemn
concentrate that can be fed
to animals or consumed by
humans,” he said.

Some people have
speculated that alfalfa juce
may be handled similar to
the way bulk milk 1s handled
today.
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more than 100 mues 1o
their place of business or out
of state.

The study also revealed
that dealers 1dentified color
as the major factor m-
fluencing price, followed by
maturity. On the other hand,
farmers bought hay ac-

cording to 1ts leafiness,
percent legume, and
maturity.

One of the programs
developed to bring hay

producers and buyers
together during an
emergency was the

perfected. There has been
considerable damage to the
plastic bags by farm
animals, people, and
rodents, with resulting
spoilage.

“The filled bags are too
large to be moved, so silage
removal 1s carried out by
cutting away the plastic bag,
using a tractor scoop for
loading,” Grout emphasized.

It 1s desirable to fill the
bags on a paved area to
prevent contamunation by
dirt under the bag, he added.

Wisconsin Hay Hotline. An
analysis of two years’
transactions showed that
farmers do buy hay ac-
cording to quality and desire
a more formal market
system based on quality.

This project mtiated a
computer network facility in
county extension offices
throughout the state of
Wisconsin, Rohweder
reported.

Hay purchase practices of
the College of Agricultural
and Life Sciences -
University of Wisconsin-
Madison ~ were also revised
this year, the specialist
noted.

Two hay grades from the
American Forage and
Grassland Council hay
standards are currently
bemng used. Bids are let
quarterly and are based on
chemical specificiations for
each grade. A premium and
discount system 1is used to
reward improved quality.

New hay grades and new
methods to reduce bulk and
transportation costs have
been used to improve hay
purchase programs, Roh-
weder concluded. Continued
work 1s underway to for-
malize the hay market.
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ENERGY-SAVING, INSTANT HEAT WITHOUT
INSTALLATION
s Operates on kerosene or fuetl oif
* Plugs into any standard 115 volt grounded outlet
» No special wiring or installation necessary
* Completely portable
Modeis available from 50,000 BTU/Hr to 600,000 BTU/Hr to
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WEAVER’S FARM SERVICE
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- Shippensburg, FA 17257

For top corn yields
thisyear!

It meets the changing needs of most soils and supplies

the ratio of Nitrogen, Phosphate and Potash...to maintain a
favorable plant-nutrient balance for top grain and forage
production.

Pelleted UNIPEL 21-7-14 is an ideal fertilizer for the grower
who wants a Uniform Single Application of a complete
fertilizer on corn in Spring or Fall. It’s especially good for
programming high yield corn for grain, or for silage, and for
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Helping the World Grow Better

P.L. ROHRER & BRO., INC.

SMOKETOWN, PA PH: 717-299-2571
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ROGER HIESTAND

33S. Pitt St.
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