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Drought aftermath

to hurt in the pocketbook

LANCASTER — The af-
termath of this summer’s
drought will be felt for some
time to come, particularly
during the long, cold winter
months just ahead.

And 1t will be felt right
where it hurts most ~ in the
pocketbook.

That's what Lancaster
County dairymen heard at a
special dairy meeting called
by the Extension Service at
the Farm and Home Center
on Tuesday.

In addition, the dairymen
were told that additional
drought-related troubles
may show up this winter 1n
the form of herd health
problems linked to nutrition
deficiencies 1n feeding
pL.grams.

Richard Adams, Penn
State Extension nutritionist,
told the audience that they
could look forward to about a
$60 to $80 per cow drop in
their cash flow situation in
upcoming months. Farmers’
individual financial
situations can be further
worsened by the drought,
depending on how much feed
must be purchased.

Adams explained that
dawrymen have been ex-
pertencing prirnardy only
paper profits during the past
few years, which are caused
by the increazed value of
thewr hivestock inventories.

“Increased prices for
mputs wil further erode
cash flows,”” he said.

Concerning future prices
of feed, Adams forsees little
advance I corn prices
beyond a range of $3.59 to
$3.80 a bushel. But soybean
meal prices are likely to
advance as high as $16
hundredweight.

As the winter advances,
the hay market will faghten

and prices advance, par-
ticularly m February or
March.

Nearby breweries should
be considered more as a
source of feed, according to
Adams. Prices of wet
brewers gramns are now
running between $20 to $35 a
ton delivered in the State
College area, he said.

‘““At present-day con-
centrate prices,” he sald,
“you can afford to pay even
more for brewers grain, as
much as $40 a ton.

“Even at that price, you
can make 1t pay in your
feeding programs.”

Adams gave a word of
caution concerning feeding
of apple pomice He urged
testing before feeding to
determmne how much rice
hulls or wood chips are 1n the
pormce. While these ad-
ditions increase the ef-
ficiency of apple processing,
they do just the opposite for
dairy cows because of poor
digestibility.

Apple pomice could be fed
to young stock or dry cows,
but not to milking cows, he
said.

Dr Larry Hutchinson,
Penn State Extension
veterinarian, covered a wide
range of nutritionally-
related health problems that
could show up this winter.

One of these are the mold
toxins caused by moldy feed.
Hutchinson warned that
stunted or insect-damaged
corn or small grams are
more susceptible to these
mycotoxins If temperature
and moisture conditions are
conducive to thelr
development in storage.

Suspected feed should be

sampled adequately and
tested at the lab at Sum-
merdale.

Nitrates 1s another area of
concern. Dry growing
condrtions coupled with hugh
manuring practices are one
of the high risk situations in
which higher nitrate levels
can occur.

Drops 1mn butterfat levels,
such as three-tenths to four-
tenths of a percent below
customary levels, may be
linked to feed nutrition. Such
drops are generally caused
by abnormal function of the
rumen due to any number of
factors These can nclude
high concentrate-low
roughage diet, lack of long-
stem forage, old poorly
fermented silage or the like.

“Buffers, even alfalfa hay,
can help to bring the but-
terfat back up,” Hutchinson
said.

“But you must also look to
correct the high risk
situations which caused the
drop.”

A final health problem
related to nutritton and
feeding 1s founder in dairy
cattle. It can usually be
traced to sudden changes in
feeding programs, such as
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MODEL WCB-24
HOT WATER BOILER

Burns either Coal (America’s most plentiful heating fuel) or
V\{ood (a renewable energy source)

FEATURES INCLUDE:
—Automatically-controlled combustion
—Airtight, double-pass flue gas passage
—Firebrick-lined combustion chamber
—Cast iron grates
—Heavy-gauge steel heat exchanger
—100% steel cabinet
—Baked enamel finish
—Easily-removed ash container
—Factory-set Limit Switch to eliminate

overheating

combustion

—Forced draft blower for even, efficient

—Operates with or without electricity

—Made in U.S.A.

—Optional Features: Automatic control
damper for coal firing, three G.P.M.
tankless, coil for coal firing.
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switching from an all-hay
ration to a high corn silage-
grainration at calving time.

Founder can not only
affect milk production, but
can cause permanent
chrontc hoof trimming
problems, he said.

He urged dawrymen to pay
more attention to ration
changes during the two
weeks before calving and
about four weeks following
calving.—DA
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better value and all around satisfaction.
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Protect your pigs from disease
Save fuel And use less feed
All with a White Heater

Provide a safer environment
for your sows and pigs Keep
ventilated barns dry Protect
against bactenia-laden, moist
air Pigs don't have to convert
feed into body heat to keep
warm

White Heaters are direct-
fired No fuel lost up a flue
stack Unique design elimi-
nates heats loss

Idea! for farrowing, nursery
and finishing barns White
Heaters meet gas heater
design and emission safety
standards

There’'s a size right for your
barn All thermostatically
controlied

Come in and see us We'll
help you save pigs, feed and
fuel

MYER’S PROPANE GAS SERVICE, INC.

P.0.Box 71
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: (717) 665-3588
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