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Del. proposes tax
DOVER, Del. -

Agriculture is Delaware’s
leading industry. But the
Governor’s Advisory
Committee on Farmland
Preservation predicts that
farmland will decline from
the current 53 percent of
Delaware’s total land area
down to 35 percent by the
year 2000 unless action is
taken.

exclusive agricultural zones
would be exempted from all
general property and school
taxes, except those that
directly benefit agriculture
such as farm drainagetaxes.

Farm residences,
however, would still be
subject to the same property
taxes as neighboring non-
farm residences.

nonagncultural uses or
served by sewer, would not
be part of exclusive
agricultural zones. The
Governor’s Advisory
Committee recognizes the
likelihood that such farms
wouldeventually succumb to
pressures to develop.

However, the committee

Since March, represen-
tatives from farm groups,
real estate, government, and
the Delaware Extension
Service who make up the
Governor’s Advisory
Committee have been
studying the causes of
farmland loss. They have
developed a package of
recommendations designed
to preserve the state’s
dwindlingfarmland.

Under the plan, the state
government would set up a
system of exclusive
agricultural zoning ac-
ceptable to Delawareans.
The plan would include
financial and other in-
centives to landowners for
keeping land in agriculture
within these zones. The
public would have a say in
the location of the zones.

A farmer would receive a
state income tax credit for
each acre of farmland owned
in an exclusive agricultural
zone.

This provision of the plan
wouldresult in possibly a $2
million annual loss of
revenues to local govern-
ments and school districts.
The state would compensate
the affected jurisdictions in
a declining way for three
years, to give them time to
develop alternative revenue
sources.

Delaware’s inheritance
tax law would also be
revised under the plan.
Under the committee’s
proposal, the Delaware
inheritance tax on farms in
exclusive agricultural zones
could be deferred and later
paid in installments at low
interest. This would give the
heirs a chance to build up
their farm businesses before
having to make large outlays
ofcash.
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The state capital gainstax
schedules would be revised
to allow eitherdeferral ofthe
gam, spreading the gam
over an extended period, or
an exemption of part of the
gam when transferred
farmland within the zone is
kept in agriculture.

The real property transfer
tax would be revised to place
a ceiling on the tax when
farmland m the zone is kept
m agriculture.

Another proposal would
consolidate, eliminate, and
simplify the system of
permits, approvals and
certifications applicable to
agricultural operations
within the exclusive
agricultural zones.

Farmlands m the path of
urban development, such as
those zoned for

STATE ZIP

For example, if these tax
credits were set at $5 per
acre, a farmer with 500 acres
would receive a $2500 state
mcome tax credit every
year.

The loss ofrevenues to the
state for such a program
would amount to about $3
million annually (since
approximately 600,000 acres
of farmland might be placed
in exclusive agricultural
zones). The income tax
credit would be a substantial
incentive, yet a relatively
small proportion of the
state’s budget.

Farmland within the

realizes that tnese farms are
important' to the state’s
economy and quality of life,
so a proposal is designed to
keep these lands in
agriculture as long as
possible, if notindefinitely.

Farmers who own land
outside of exclusive
agricultural zones could

CREUTZBURG, INC.
Livestock Supplies

On TheFarm Service - PH: 717-768-7181
Open Daily - 3 to 5; Saturday 8 to 12

participate voluntarily in
one part of the farmland
preservationprogram.

To do so they would sign a
five-year contract, subject to
yearly renewals, agreeing to-

★ PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE BY MAIL

SUPPLIES FOR ALL
YOUR FARMING NEEDS

ECI Dairy Supplies Anchor Animal Health Products
WIC Bam Equipment Ear Tags & Leg Bands

Send For CREUTZBURG, INC.
FREE CATALOG; Lincoln HighwayEast, Box?

Paradise, PA 17562
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IWlth Beacon Pre-Fresh! It s ourworming and
■ conditioning feed with TBZ* Aone-time,

5-pound treatment fed justbefore cows freshen
effectively controls all major species of worms with
no setbacks or side-effects 1

incentives to preserve farmland
keep the land in agriculture.
In return the fanner would
receive the state income tax
credits eachyear.

Landowners who
(Turn to Page C 37)
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Ournew7080...
180haid-pulliifhorses.*

Horsepower provided by a new Allis-Chalmers 3750
Mark II Diesel Turbocharged with coun-
terbalanced crankshaft Featuring our exclusive Power
Director" Transmission with twenty forward speeds (14
below 10 mph) A twenty-four month warranty on basic
power tram components Quiet comfortable cab And
a lot more standard features others call options Ask
your Allis-Chalmers dealer for a test ride today
•Manufacturer s maximum observed PTO horsepower at rated en
gine speed

A ALLIS-CHALMERS

CITY

par-

ALASKA
KODIAK WOODBURNERS

2 With Beacon Para-Cide! It s our wormer
■ designed for use as a top-dress It allows you

to treat your entire herd at the same time The effec-
tive ingredient is coumaphos incorporated into a top
Beacon dairy feed And milk doesn t have to be with-
held from the market during and following treatment

3 And With A FREE Utility Box! Start a-
■ programwith Beacon Pre-Fresh or Beacon

Para-Cide and we II give you a free all-purpose utility
box 1 This tough handy box is made of high-impact
styrene with fongue-m-groove construction Perfect
for all Hinds of jobs around your place' It s justanother
way we at Beacon make worming pay and pay and
pay See your Beacon dealer now But hurry this is
a limited time offer' NOW THRU NOVEMBER 15 1980
Beacon—headquartered in Cayuga New York
available throughout the northeast
•TBZ (Thiabendazole; is a registered trademark ot
Merck &Co Inc

CONTACT YOUR BEACON DEALER REGARDING
BEACON'S WORMING PROGRAM AND FREE UTILITY
BOX WITH THE FOLLOWING ORDER
1 BOX FOR EACH 250 LBS OF BEACON PRE-FRESH
1 BOX FOR EACH 750 LBS OF PARA-CIDE

B^COM
We’reemploye* owned.
Th«t% why westone.

Beacon Milling Company
York, P7T

717-843-9033

And
me*.
cow
by'

ROY H. BUCK, INC.
Ephrata, RD 2, PA

717-859-2441

MECKLEY’S LIMESTONE
PRODUCTS INC.

R D 1, Herndon, PA
717-758-3915

WERTZ GARAGE
Lineboro. MD
301-374-2672

C.J. WONSIDLER BROS.
Rt 309 & 100 -

R 2 New Tripoli, PA
215-767-7611

AGRONOMICS INC.
80x64.RD 2

Factoryville, PA
717-945-3933

B. EQUIP., INC.
8422Wayne Hwy
Waynesboro, PA
717-762-3193

PAUL DOTTERER
FARM EQUIPMENT

R D. 2. Mill Hall, PA
GRUMEIU FARM SERVICE

Quarryville, PA
717-786-7318717-726-3471

DUU ffIDU
NICHOLS FARM EQUIPMENT rn Zum iw
R D 1, Bloomsburg, PA Wb.

717-784-7731 Annville, RDI, PA
717-867-2211

MARSHALL MACHINERY c j WONS|DLER „ROS
R D 4, Honesdale, PA

790 7117 RDI. Quakertown, PA
215-536-1935
215-536-7523

L LaSen P/I NC‘

AC. ■ INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT
717-397-5179 R 2. Rising Sun, MO

301-658-5568

2SFI? mmi FARM serv,ce
tuoirmtm, inb. Hwy 74 Alrvi |,e PA
225 York Road 717-862-3358

Carlisle, PA
717-249-5338 A. J. NOSS & SON, INC.

SHARTLESVILLE JimS&w
CAHYQM IMPLEMENTS. INC. J

215-488-1025 R %J*.SS?,!SS,

,

PA
- H. Denial Wenger, Prop. 717-724-2731


