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BY DICK ANGLESTEIN

GERMANSVILLE
“You can walk into some of
the fields, pull out a stalk
and not even find something
as big as a cherry.”

With these words Eehigh
County potato farmer
Elwood Handwerk 1s
describing this year’s crop
that has been devastated by
the summer’s searing heat
and drought.

And Handwerk is not
alone.

That's why a group of
Lehigh and Northampton
County farmers got together
yesterday and met m an
emergency meeting Wwith
Congressman Donald Ritter
to see what kind of federal
help might be possible to
help them through their
current serious situation.

A group of some 75 far-
mers from the two counties
turned out for the meeting at
Holiday Inn [East,
Bethlehem Also attending
was State Ag Secretary
Penrose Hallowell.

The farmers asked that
credit restrictions be
relaxed by the Farmers

Home Admunistration for
disaster loans They asked
that farmers be permutted to
go directly to FmHA for 5
percent disaster money
instead of being required to
be turned down by two
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commercial lending 1n-
stitutions first.

“This 1s discruminatory
against the successful
farmer,” they said.

It was estimated that
under present restrictions
about 95 percent of farmers
would not qualify for the
FmHA money.

The group also stressed
that the ASCS 1s
discriminatory against some
crops, such as fruit and
potatoes.

It was estimated that
losses in Lehigh County
alone may run about $30
million — a figure earher
attributed to the two
counties.

The owner of Mohr Or-
chards estimated his losses
at $1.5 rmilhion alone.

The farmers asked if grant
money was possible for
Hurricane Agnes in 1972 why
can’t smmlar money be
made available now.

“Drought 1s not as
dramatic as a flood,”
Hallowell commented

The secretary sawd he
plans to call together the
Senate and House ag com-
mittees next week to assess
the situation and then see
what can be done

Congressman Ritter plans
to meet with the head of the
House Ag Committee to
deterrine what may be
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Potato crop follows corn disaster

Lehigh-Northampton farmers seek drought aid

possible at the federal level.

“Although it’s a short-
term problem, we must find
some way to help farmers
through this year,” Ritter
said.

“If we don’t, the face of
farming 1n the Lehigh Valley
may be changed forever.”

Handwerk explamns that
his father s over 90 years old
and has never seen a year
like this one. The prolonged
dry spell took 1ts toll of the
potato crop, but 1t was that
spell of 100-degree plus
temperatures which put the
fimshing touches on the
struggling plants.

“Potatoes just can’t take
temperatures hke that,”
Handwerk said.

“Why the ground was hot
to depths of 10 inches.”

Handwerk 1s digging
Superiors and the harvest 1s
running about 70 hun-
dredweight to the acre, well
below a third of a normal
crop. And some land was
even irrigated.

“We didn’t make anything
last year on a normal crop,
so you can see what we're
facing now,” according to
Handwerk.

In neighboring Nor-
thampton County, it's a
similar situation.

Russell Becker, of near
Bath, local PFA president,
said that the potato harvest
1s running from half a crop to
less than a third.

He explained that
Superiors yield about 300
hundredweight to the acre
normally and the harvest 1s
averaging between 60 and 70
to the acre.

And these are not Number
1 potatoes. Many are quite
small and when you pull out
the 1’s the yzeld is well less
than a third.

The early varieties are
yielding the best, but still
well below normal. These
were farther along in growth
when the drought and heat
setn.

He explamed the county 1s
spotty, with the extreme
upper section having the
best yields. But the serious
situation 1S quite
widespread.

As another example of the
effects of the drought and
heat, he pointed to a
neighbor 1n corn where only

70 bushels was taken off two
acres.

“There are fields, where
we won’t even get that,” he
said.

Is it any wonder that some
fields. both corn and
potatoes won’t even be
harvested.

For the lone truly brnght
spot in the state for potatoes,
you must go to Potter

County. There potato grower !
Everett Blass Jr. says the !

crop is good and the quality
excellent.

He’s digging Norchips and
they’re runnng 200 to 250
hundredweight to the acre.

“We were right on the
borderline between the
dryness to the east and the
wet weather to the west,” he
said.

“We got just enough ramn
just at the right time.”

He’s located about eight
miles outside of Couder-
sport

In other areas, hike Lan-
caster County, potato yields
are running generally
between the good Potter
County figures and the
disastrous Lehigh and

Northampton yields.

Across the country, it has
not been a good potato year.
The few exceptions are
Maine, the upper and lower
reaches of the Red River
valley and the irrigated
areas of Oregon.

Let Us Know
Your Service Prohlems

HOOVER
DIESEL SERVICE

PH 717-656-6133
2998 West Newport Rd
Ronks, PA 17572

e

For More Information, Contact your
Mueller Dealer

SULT'S REFRIGERATION
SERVIGE

OFF RT. 340, 1 MILE EAST OF
INTERCOURSE ON HATVILLE RD.,
RD 1, GORDONVILLE, PA 17529

* 24 HOUR SERVICE
* PH:717-768-8555

__-__——_———————

r
Chip This Coupon And Mail To
: SJI.T'S REFRIGERATION SERVICE
| RD1, Gordonville, PA 17529
O Send More Info.
1 g Have Representative Call

I NAME

| ADDRESS  — ——— ———

(1)

'I STATE

e

A | J—

| PHONE

To Heat 2

BIG Building

’
You Need an ESHLAND *

* ESHLAND HIGH CAPACITY COMMERCIAL
COAL-WOOD BOILERS & HOT AIR FURNACES

. Whether you need to heat a Maintenance Shop,

: Hog Barn, Greenhouse, Large Farm House, or
Retail Store...ESHLAND has a Coal-Wood Boiler or

-0 to meet your needs.

Hnt Air

” ESHLAND Manufactures a complete hine of Residential
Boilers, and Furnaces too... as well as Free-standing
Stoves and Fireplace Inserts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, WRITE OR CALL TODAY!

Kj\r/
.z, ESHLAN

ENTERPRISES

INC.

-

Pa. 1-800-632 1896

P.0. BOX 23 GREENCASTLE, PA. 17225

U.S.A. 1-800-233 1993




