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Bergland interview

(Continued from Page Al)
mushroom imports. Is USDA going to have some role in
the President’s decision making process? What
recommendation will you make to the President on this
matter?

The Trade Commission report has been filed with
USDA. We will, of course, cornment on the findings and
give advice to the President.

For our department it 1s a delicate matter. We sell
much more to countries like Taiwan, Korea, and China
than we import. Taiwan is a billion dollar buyer of farm
exports. So is Korea. Peoples Republic of China now is a
two billion dollar market.

It’s a matter that has to be handled with great care.
We believe an industry that has been injured by sub-
sidized imports has a real cause for complaint.

If the Tarriff Commission studies show there are
subsidies involved we are going to slam down hard.

¥ 1t shows it is not a subsidized industry then it's a
matter of negotiating some reasonable restraint. It
would make no sense to systematically destroy a home-
based industry.

Three times in this decade under three differeat
presidents the ITC has recommended voluntary
restraints of some sort. Obviously that hasn’t worked or
we wouldn’t be discussing this.

I think if restraints are carefully negotiated and
properly monitored we can learn to use them.

In the case of Mexican tomatoes we worked out an
arrangement were they do not export tomatoes when the
U.S. cropisin.

That’s a voluntary arangement that is working well.

Another big Pennsylvania crop is apples. USDA has
made two rulings on apple sance. One is to cut to two-
thirds of previous purchases of apple sauce for school
lunches.

The second is to divide such purchases into two
groups: small porchases of 314,000 cases and large
purchases of 458,000 cases. The latter group is open only
to small business. That hurts our major markets like
Knouse Co-op and Mussleman’s. Why is this being done?

The general purchase policy of USDA is to buy on
basis of nutritional quahty. On that basis apples score
high...they’'re good food.
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U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Bob Bergland
Thursday reviewed current USDA policies on a
number of matters from current crop conditions to
farm research in the 1990s. Bergland told Lan-

Second, we buy according to price. We buy about 20
percent of the food used in the school lunch program. We
think it saves taxpayers money.

It stimulates markets distressed by surpluses. And it
provides the kids with a good lunch at low cost.

It may be the decision on tonnage is a function of price.
The set-aside decision is deliberate.

We have constructed what we call a Small Business
Set-aside Program to be sure the small, independent
businessman has a chance when competing for federal
business.

That is new and that is controversial—I grant that. We
have reserved 60 percent of our purchase authority for
what we describe as small business or small processors.
Forty percent is for the large operators who historically
have had the lion’s share.

It’s an attempt on our part to see what we can do to
maintain competition In the wndustry and protect and
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caster Farming Editor Curt Harler during the ex-
clusive interview that he expects passage of the
new all-risk crop insurance bill this Tuesday. We
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stimulate small business enterprises. Now, it may not
work. I may have to give it up.

Will those smail firms generate enough business to
take care of the school lunch programs and to equalize =
depressed market? i

We’ll find out. This is an experimental program. Th
time is open-eneded.

' If we don’t get adequate response from the smal
business segment of the industry then we will have f« i
change the.rules because we are going to buy the apple
sauce. We want to see the small businessman is able t¢
compete for the federal dollar.

I'm doing this Department-wide. I do in on timber sales
and other areas. In fact, the President is doing it gover-

nment-wide. -
You were at Seven Springs talking to ASCS officials

(Turn to Page A21)
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Galvanized Walls and Galvanized Roof

Those Builkdings Engineered for Self-Erection
(Butier will furmsh Erection and Foundation Drawings)

P. E. HESS, BUTLER MFG. CO.

Box 337, Oxford, PA 19363

Dealer inquines Available iIn Pennsylvama Counties Arm
strong, Beaver, Butler, Cameron, Centre Clearhield,
Clinton Crawford, Elk, Erie Indiana Mercer, McKean
Warren Maryland Counties - Baltimore, Harford New
Jersey Counties - Sussex Somerset, Morris, Passaic

Atlantic Cape May Ne Desier Fees.
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Galvanized Walls and €

* All Building F.0.B Annville, Pa.

* (Buildings not equipped as shown)

* Prices Based on Independent Survey of Agr
* Prices Could Vary With Each Agri-Builder

MACHINERY
STORAGE

v BUTLER AND AGRI-BUILDERS ARE FIGHTING

C & M SALES INC. KNOXVILLE B.T. CONTRACTOR LEROY E. MYERS, INC. W. R. MOODY,
R.D.#1 CONSTRUCTION P.0.Box 535 Route #1, Box 163 CONTRACTOR
Honesdale, Pa. 18431 Knoxville, Pa. 16928 Biglerville, Pa 17303 Clear Spiing, Md. 21722 113 Walnut Lane

PH 717-253-1612 PH: 814-326-4188

SUNNY MEAD SALES
RD #3, Box 409
Altoona, PA 16601
PH: 814-944-6045

A. E. ENGEL, INC.
P.0.Box 216
Martton, N J. 08053
PH 609-983-4404

PH-717-677-6121

ORVILLE MACK
P.O. Box 47
Nazareth, Pa. 18064
PH: 215-759-1331

PH: 301-582-1552 West Newton, Pa 15089

PH: 412-872-6804

BRIDGEWATER
BUILDINGRSDYSTEMS INC.
.D. #2

Thompson, Pa. 18465
PH:717-727-2868

D.E. SMITP@IC. ’.0. A. NE
Miffhintown, Pa. %7059 ¥ & SOl
PH: 717-436-2151 8ridgeville, De
PH: 302-2




