
Farmer co-op business
WASHINGTON, D.C. total business volume ex-

U.S. farmer cooperatives’ ceeded $43.5 billion in 1977, a
record high, according to
data compiled by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

Randall Torgerson, deputy
administrator for
cooperatives in USDA’s
Economics, Statistics, and
Cooperative Service, said
the increase in the dollar
volume resulted largely
from higher prices for farm
production supplies sold by
cooperatives, although
certain farm product
marketings also showed
increases.

Serving the farmers
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The 1977volume was an 8.7
percent gain from the
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BUY AND BUILD NOW - BE READY FOR HARVEST
A Morton Machine Shed with bulkheads installed is the
most innovative idea in government approved flat gram
storage The sidewall bulkheads are 6' high designed
to withstand pressures with gram peaked to trusses The
sliding door bulkheads withstand gram pressures when m
place, yet are easily removed for access to building by
equipment and machinery Regular gram storage bins
cannot be used for machine storage when empty, but your
Morton Machine Shed can it does Double-Duty'

TYPICAL EXAMPLES OF BUILDING CAPACITIES: (With 12 6 S.dewailsj

42' x 72' holds 18,600 Bu. +

48' x 81' holds 27,050 Bu. +

54' x 108' holds 47,440 Bu. +

(Gram height at sidewall 6' - Capacities will vary depending
on moisture content, test weight and other variables )

MORTON BUILDINGS’ WARRANTY
• 5 Years Against Damage by Wind -

Includes All Sliding Doors.
• 5 Years Against Roof Leaks.
• 5 Years Against Damage by Snow Loads
• 5 Years Against Color Pealing.
• 40 Years on Posts.
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Torgerson said the
number of cooperatives
dropped from 7535 to 6736
primarily for two reasons:
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Morton Buildings Do Double-Duty

The Following Persons Are Winners of A FREE HAWAIIAN TRIP
Awarded During Ag Progress Days Courtesy of Morton Buildings, Inc

preceding year’s $40.1
billion, Torgerson said.

The three components of
total co-op business volume
are marketing (the volume
of products sold), farm
supplies (volume of fer-
tilizer, chemicals, fuels, feed
and other inputs soldto co-op
members), and related
services for members such
as trucking, storage, gin-
ning, drying and similar
services.
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record high
688 of the associations were
reclassified (and thus not
eligible to be included in the
report) and 111 cooperatives
merged, consolidated,
acquired other cooperatives
or dissolved during the year.

Torgerson said the 1977
membershin figure of 5.8
million was down 2.5 percent
from 1976’s 5.9 million
reflecting the continued
reduction in the number of
farms and farmers. National
membership in cooperatives
exceeds the number
farmers because, some
farmers belong to two or
more cooperatives,
Torgerson said.

Memberships per
association averaged 868
compared with 784 for the
precedingyear.

The marketing component
of the business volume was
up 7.7 percent from 1976 and
totaled $32.1 billion. Gram,
the leading farm product,
increased to $11.9 billion, up
11.5percent.

Marketings of several
other commodities also
increased, with
miscellaneous products
(hay, forest products, re-
sale items), up 63 percent;
cotton and cotton products,
up 34.7 percent; and wool
and mohair, up 19.7percent.

Farm supply volume of
$10.6 bulion, up 12.2percent,
increased mainly from
highervolumes of petroleum
products and feed.
Petroleum products rose 19.9
percent, to $2.5 billion; and
feed went up 13.6 percent, to
$2.8 billion. Fertilizer was
the third highest of the farm
supply items at $2.4 billion
i up6.2 percent).
'OtHer supplies that showed

increases were
miscellaneous supplies such
as small hardware items, up
14.6 percent; and building
materials, up 13.9percent.

Volume of other services
related to the farm business
rose to $893 million, a 4.4
percent increase over ayear
earlier.

Minnesota continued to
have the most cooperative
with 768 and the most
memberships with 573,147.
North Dakota was second in
cooperatives with 455, and
Wisconsin thirdwith451.

Wisconsin was second in
memberships with 364,687,
and Indiana third with
331,591.

The leading state in
combined marketing, hum
supply, and related service
volume handled by
cooperatives was again
California was $3.8 billion, or
8.7 percent of the total. lowa
ranked second, with $3.4
billion and 7.9 percent,
Minnesota followed with $3.1
billion and 7.1 percent.

Commodities that declined
the most were tobacco, down
30.4 percent; rice, down 18.9
percent; and dry edible
beans and peas, down 15.1
percent.
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SPOVTINC Free Estimates
SIMM 20 Years of Service

Replace that leaky barn roof with Fabrai steel,
32" wide - any length up to 40’. Galvanized or
colored.

HjL WEDNESDAY IS
*
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CT DAY

CHERYLL BRENNER
RD 2, Spartansburg, PA

HELEN FOGEL
RD2, Fombell, PA

FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION AND A

TOUR OF BUILDINGS IN
YOUR AREA, MAIL

COUPON TO NEAREST
SALES OFFICE LISTED

BELOW

Serving Central PA
and Maryland
RD4, Box 34A

Gettysburg, PA 17325
Ph: 717-334-2168

Serving Eastern PA
and New Jersey

Box 126
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

PH: 201-454-7900
I □ Horse Barns
I □ Grain Storage

I NAME
Serving North

Central PA Area
P.0.80x 937

State College. PA 16801
Ph. 814-383-4355

Serving Virginia
P.O. Box 529,133 W. Davis St.

Culpepper,VA. 22701
Ph: 703-825-3633

I ADDRESS

Telei

DONALD MACBETH
RDI, Biglerviiie, PA

/HO. 1 CHOICE OF FARMERS
I □ Send information on MORTON BUILDINGS,
j □ Have your salesman phone me for an appointment
j □ Garages Shops □ Hog Confinement

I □ Machine Sheds □ Cattle Confinement
□ Free Stall Barns & Silo
□ Feed Rooms
□ Livestock Barns
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AT NEW HOLLAND SALES STABLES, INC.
New Holland, PA

If you need 1 cow or a truck load, we have
from 100 to 200cows to sell every week atyour
price Mostly fresh and close springing hols-
tems

Cows from local farmers and our regular ship-
pers include Marvin Eshleman, Glenn Fite,
Kelly Bowser, Bill Lang, Blame Hoffer, Dale
Hostetter, H.D. Matz, and Jerry Miller.

SALE STARTS - 12:00 SHARP
Also Every Wednesday,

Hay, Straw & Ear Corn Sale -12:00 Noon
All Dairy & Heifers must be

eligible for Pennsylvania Health Charts.
For arrangements for special sales or herd

dispersals at our barn or on yourfarm, contact
Abram Diffenbach, Mgr

717-354-4341
OR

Norman Kolb
717-397-5538


