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Leon Riegel Tim Trayer

If yon have a question you
would like answered by the
team from Valley Animal
Hospital, send it to Ask the
VMD, Box 366, Lititz, Pa.
17543. Questions will be kept
anonymous on request.

be no visible signs of the
fetus on the ground.

During the second
trimester, a mummified
fetus results all the
moisture has been drawn
away from the fetus and all
that is seen is a piece of skin
or dried upbones.
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BVD vaccine risky?
A reader asks:
What are the risks of in-

ducing abortions in my cows
using a modified live virus
BVD vaccine?

An injection of BVD
modified live virus during
the third trimester has
mixed results. Before you
pursue vaccination at this
time, you should consult
your localveterinarian.

My across-the-board
recommendation is that the
modified live virus BVD
vaccine be used only when
indicated in the herd that
is, there has been a positive
diagnosis of BVD.

Dr. Traysr comments:
BVD, bovine viral

diarrhea, is a disease that, if
left uncontrolled, can run
wild in your cow herd and
can lead to production and
financial losses, through
abortions, resorption of
fetuses, and cow death.

IfBVD has been identified
as being a problem in your
herd, there are effective
vaccination programs
available to combat the
disease. The recom-
mendations found on the
labels of all the vaccinating
products on the market to
date of modified live virus
BVD stipulate that it be
given onlyto open cattle.

However, this in-
tramuscular injection of
vaccine has been shown by
research to cause resorption
or mummification of the
fetus if administered during
the first and second
trimesterofpregnancy.

During the first trimester,
if injected, the cow will
probably come back into
heat and you will reservice
her. In this case, the fetus
was resorbed and there will

And then use it only as the
label directs. Do not use it as
it is often recommended by
unqualified personnel, with
noexperience in the area.

By justgoing up and down
the line and injecting open
and pregnant animals, you
will have abortions,
mummified fetuses, ab-
normalities of legs, heads,
and feet, and an increased
number of services to
conceptions due to resorbed
fetuses along with other
reproductive problems.

Therefore, I strongly
recommend that before you
start your vaccination
program you consult with
your veterinarian and have a
complete understanding of
the disease you’re trying to
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prevent or control. Wen
follow through with the
vaccinations, but use the
product properly.

THE PATZ
solution:

Heavy-duty link (top) and extra heavy-
duty link (bottom) for long chains and
heavy loads

Use slotted covers
over Patz gutter
cleaners in farrowing,
nursery and
finishing pens

Automated
HO3 Manure Handling

Consider installing a Patz gutter cleaner
under your farrowing crates and under partially
slated nursery and finishing pens. Daily clean-
ing minimizes buildup of noxious gases, con-
tributes to warm, dry, draft-free buildings, and
allows improved sanitation.

The secret to Patz performance is the proven
one-piece forged steel hook-and-eye link that
lets you remove a link or replace links and flites
by hand, without tools.

And the Patz flexible layout system allows
you to clean up to four gutters in various con-
figurations, delivering manure to your spreader,
storage area or manure pump.

Before you choose a hog manure handling
system, take a close look at Patz. You’ll findPatz performance means fewer problems for
you, and more time to manage your hog opera-
tion for greater profit.

PatZ •Performance Strong as Steel
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