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Independents
(CeMiniied from Page Al)

have to worry about a
market for your milk
regardless of what happens
to fluid sales inthe city.

“Itis onlyright and proper
that you should strongly
consider joining
Eastern...we strongly
recommend that you jointhe
Cooperative,” he concluded.

But the dairymen are not
sure they can afford a |5stop
payment 15 times a month,
plus eight cents per hundred,
plus dues, plus assessments
like thoseEastern levied last
week.

McDonald confirmed
Eastern has an arrangement
with Farmland to accept
milk produced close to the
South Waverly plant from
Farmland while Farmland
takes Eastern milk produced
closer to its dairy. Such
igreements are common to
tvoid shipping expenses, he
aid.

Mo one from farmland
was available to comment.

Early this week rumor
spread in the farm com-
munity that Eastern field-
men were claiming to have
an-agreement with local co-
ops not to accept milk from
the affected shippers. Both
NEDCO and Eastern denied
any collusion in accepting or
rejecting members

Fenton Murphy, treasurer
of NEDCO, said it was
simply a matter of everyone
being full of milk.

“No way is there an
agreement between us,” he
said.

He said some shippers had
called NEDCO co-ops
looking for a market, but
because of the supply
situation they were being
turned down.

Eastern’s McDonald
demedrumors that the Co-op
is picking on smaller
dairymen, saying the notice
will be served down the -oad.

Nevertheless, farmers in
the northern part of the state
are running scared. Several
said they were worried about
not having a market at all—a
fear that runs deep for
anyone with a perishable
commodity.

Nothing is being said by
the fieldmen visiting the
affected dairymen to ease
that fear.

In fact, many of the far-
mers report the op-
posite ...that they are
being told by the Eastern
fieldmen that unless they
sign up there will be no place
elseto go.

The message delivered, by
implication, the farmers say
is “sign up or sell out.”

Making matters easier for
Eastern is the factmost milk
produced in the area goes to
its South Waverlyplant.

Dairymen say they were
told that even should
NEDCO agree to allow them
to join that Eastern would
not let its drivers pick up the
milk. And Eastern would
levy an additional $1.95 per
hundredweight charge to
process the milk.

At least one dairy official
outside of Eastern has
suggested it would be best
for the farmers to wait until
the last possible moment to
take any action.

Since notice has not been
served, he pointed out, the
farmers still have at least a
month’s leeway. And, he
said, a lot could happen in
that time to open up alter-
native markets for dairymen
hesitant to followthe crowd.

Producers will have to
have the backbone to hold
off, though, he concluded.

Among positive signs are
the passage Wednesday of
SB 10 which will allow big
milk tankers to travel the
roads. One of Farmland’s
major problems was geting
the 80,000 pound tank trucks
they felt were economical on
state highways.

The Governor is expected
to sign the bill into law
Tuesday. At present, though,
it is just one glimmer of
hope.

Other producers said they
thought Eastern seemed
pretty sure of its getting a
loan guarantee from Far-
mers Home Administration
to run the operations at
South Waverly.

Should that loan guarantee
fall through, they point out,
Eastern could fmd itself
flooded with milk producers.

Speculation is that
Eastern is waiting for final
word on their FmHA request
before having the letters
sent out.

Even should the Farmland

WASHINGTON, D.C. -

U.S. Congressman Tom
Harkin has asked President
Carter to “immediately”
reduce interest rates for
emergency loans to finan-
cially troubled farmers
under the Economic
Emergency Assistance loan
program from 14 per cent to
10per cent.

In a letter to Carter the
lowan said the loans are
supposedto carry an interest
rate pegged to the cost of
money to the government.
The current rate being
charged for the loans by teh
Farmers Home Ad-
ministration, 14 per cent, is
well above the government’s
cost of money. That cost has
been steadily declining since
early April and is now just
9.23 per cent as measured by
the interest it pays for three

BEGINS A tour of no-till
oats and alfalfa spring
seedings will be held
Tuesday. June 24th, 1980
(ramdate - June 26th). The
tour will begin at 7:00 p.m. at
George Rebuck’s oat fields
on the Kauffman Farm Rt.
25 one mile east of Begins

look for signs.
1fhe second stop on the tour

will be at Ron Dietz no-till
alfalfa seeding on the Sdn-

shippers joinEastern now it
remains likely, some say,
that they would bale out at
the first opportunity.

“We don’t like the way
they are doing business,” a
dairyman’swife concluded

Congressman charges FmHA
with loan interest gouging

year U.S. Treasury cer-
tificates.

Harkin is the author of
legislation which extended
the EEA loan program an
additional two years and
authorized an additional $2
billion in emergency loans
under the program. He told
Carter Congress never in-
tended the government to
make a profit on loans to
hard-pressedfarmers.

Harkin noted the Ad-
ministration promptly
raised interest rates for the
emergency loans when
government borrowing costs
began torise in March.

“To be quite frank, Mr.
President, I find it very
disturbing that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture would
be so quick to increase in-
terest rates and to be so slow
m reducing them,” Harkin
wrote.

No-till oats, alfalfa
on Schuylkill tour

walm farm. The tour will
conclude at the Jim Shadle
farm for another look at no-
till oats and also to view
slides of the equipment and
methods used in the seedling
establishments.

The demonstration plots
and the tour are the result
of a cooperative effort of the
above named farmers,
Chevron and FMC chemical
companies and the
Schuylkill County Extension
Service.

Harkin made a similar
request last week in a letter
to U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Bob Bergland.
Harkin said he was not
taking his request to the

STOLTZFUS WELDING
717-345-4854

FOR FREE ESTIMATE CALL

(fTfa) ROTARYumSCYTHE

For STACKS

ABRACZINSKAS
FARM EQUIPMENT INC

RDI.Rt 42

MILLER REPAIR
RD 1, 554 Gibbons Rd
Bird-In-Hand, PA 17505

717-656-9013
PETHICK’S FARM MACHINERY

Catawissa, PA 17820
717-356 2323

AUMILLER’S SALES & SERVICE
Milroy, PA 17063

RD3
Honesdale, PA 18431

717-253-3794
CLARENCE R SEAMAN, INC
Dauberville, PA 19517

215-926-5504/2285
WALTEMYER FARM

REPAIR SERVICE

717-667-2115
GRUMELLI’S FARM SERVICE

Rd #2
Quarryville, PA 17566

717 786-7318
I.G SALES

PO Box 200
Silverdale, PA 18962

215-257-5135

RD 3, Box 46
Red Lion. PA 17356

717 244-4168

Territory Manager
DAVID D DEITRICH 703-667-3787 703-667-0363

President because co
versations he’s had wil
officials at - USDA hai
convinced him “there’s i
sense of urgency about th
at allat USDA.”

CUSTOM MADE FEED BINS
• Madeof 14Gauge Steel
• LongerTaper for EasierFlow
• All welded seams which make it water proof and

rodent proof
• Can be installed inside or outside building
« Most installations can be made without auger,

WILL DELIVER AND INSTALL ANYWHERE

We Sell, Service &Install
BacketElevators, GrainAugers, M-C GrainDryers,

Distributors, Pipes &Accessories.

NOW! CASH REBATES

the NON-ST*
Mower-Cond
that does the
in ONE
tr'P !

Haymaking is a lot easier with an M-C Rotary Scythe Regardless of the type of
crop, an M-C will lay down a perfectly conditioned swath or windrow hay
that's properly conditioned and uniform in moisture hay that won't spoil or
mold in stacks or bales Should your hay get wet by rain, your M-C will pick it up
and fluff it gently and have it ready to
harvest in a short time Field tests - .. t .. Mprove no haymaker can get a downed

lower cost, less maintenance and , jj

BALES f
M-C is offering cash rebates on the Rotary Scythe, Chopper and
Shredder when you buy during May, June 1980. “The sooner you buy,
the bigger your cash rebate ”

For more information, contact:

ZIMMERMAN FARM SERVICE
Bethel, PA 19507

717-933-4114
TED BURNETT TIRES

Rdl
Westtown, NY 10998

914-726-3378
KNOTT & GEISBERT, INC.

Rt 2, Urbana
Frederick. MD 21701

301-662-3800
E T. CLINE (SONS, INC.
E First & Kuhn Ave

Hagerstown, MD 21740
Robert W Cline, Mgr

301-739-2223 v


