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it ain’t ea
NEWARK, Del. - The

University of Delaware’s
new teaching broiler house
here got its first use this
Spring as members of the
honorary fraternity, Alpha
Zeta, raised 1000 chickens in
it for a fund-raising project
to benefit the College of
Agricultural Sciences.

The students involved
came away from their first
venture into commercial
type broiler production with
a healthy respect for any
chicken farmer who
manages to stay m business
on a profit margin of one
cent or lessper bird.

In spite of a lot of hard
work, good management and
generous industry support,
they barely broke even,
reports Paul Meckley, one of
theirfaculty advisors.

He says profits were down
largely because of disease
problems of the sort com-
mon in new broiler houses.
These were anticipated.

In fact, there’s even a
term used to describe this
kind of production set-back

“new house syndrome.”
Actually, because of the

problems they encountered,
the pledges probablylearned
a lot more than they would
have under normal con-
ditions, notesMeckley.

When sick birds were
removed from the flock,
students took part in the
necropsies. This way they
could see just what con-
ditions like air sac and
Gumboro disease do to an
animal.

Other than the expected
disease outbreak, Meckley
and poultry farm supervisor
Bob Alphm, Jr., say the
students did a great job
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Standing
Foursquare

“That tower ofstrength which stoodfont sqiune
to all the winds that blew ”

Tennyson
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Broilers teach college students
birds for profit

Ag engineering student Eric Tschantre measures relative humidity in U of D's
new teaching broiler house as part of special problem aimed at helping reduce
ammonia build-up duringpoultry production.

managing their flock. Pledges were required toBetween 15-20 pledges check twice a day to be sure(m<Mt of them sophomores) automatic feeding andworked with the birds under watering equipment was
a^^k!^o^^ °P«ratuig properly, and toAZ memberEnc Tschantre. monitor birds’ generalChicks were placed in the condition
house March 3. (Turn to Page C25)

The best in fun at the 26th annual

KEMPTON COUNTRY FAIR

Friday to Sunday June 20 - 21 - 22
TRACTOR PULLING CONTEST

Friday, 6:30 • Moderate and Super Stock
Class B Pull

Saturday, 1 to 4 p.m. • Farm Tractor Class
(Lehigh and Berks Co only)

6:30 • Farm Sanctioned Class
plus...
Friday • BIG AL DOWNING • Dutch

Queen Casual and Costume Fashion
Show

Saturday • RONNIE SMITH • Baking
Contest • Northwesterners • Jeep
Rodeo • Children’s Day Magic Show
• Queen Production and Evening Gown
Contest

Sunday • BILLY WALKER
• Fireman’s Water Hose Com-
petition • JeepRodeo • Penn-
sylvaniaDutch Queen Finals
Midway • 100 Exhibitors
• Bingo • Great Food • FREE
ENTERTAINMENT rain or shine
ADMISSION: Only $2.50 per

carload per day
KEMPTON COMMUNITY

CENTER
Located in Kempton, five miles north

of Rt 22 onRt 737orRt 143
Phone (215)756-6444


