
Bee disease scare
i? ADELPHI, Md. Honey
bees are buzzing again in
Adelphi; nectar is flowing in
the apple blossomsof central
Maryland, and the late-
winter scare for North
American beekeepers is now
all but a bad memory.

This optimistic report
comes from Dewey M.
Caron, extension agriculture
specialist at the University
ofMaryland in College Park.

Varroa jacobsom. Two of
these mites had been found
dead last fall in a vial con-
taining a drone honey bee
collected in a Adelphi area
by a Umversity of Maryland
entomology graduate
student.

Honey bee colonies
throughout Asia, most of
Europe and parts of Africa
and South America have
been devastated by the
Varroa mite since its
discovery in 1904. But the
dreaded pest was unknown

The scare came in the
form of a tiny parasitic mite
bearing the scientific name.

over in Maryland
on the North American
contment until its apparent
Maryland discovery in 1979.

Maryland Department of
Agriculture.

The University of
Maryland’s 12-colony
teaching apiary at College
Park was included in this
program.

All of the affected hives
were hauled to a central
location, meticulously
disinfected, and pain-
stakingly examined for any
evidence of varroa in-
festation. None was found.

.So the hives were
restocked m mid-Apnl with

To make sure that the
parasitic mite had not
gamed a foothold, some 27
central Maryland
beekeepers with 84 colonies
in a 30-square-mile area of
Montgomery and Prince
Georges counties voluntarily
allowed their honey bee
populations to be destroyed
in late March by apiary
inspectors from the
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YOUR COMPLETE DEALER HANDLING THE FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT:

AMERICAN® SURE-FOOF
PLASTISOL COATED

EXPANDED STEEL FLOORS

This flooring is a must for the
progressive pig producer.

Here's why;

■ LONG LIFE' Tough Plastisol coating
is oven-cured to give a permanent
bond on durable expanded steel
mesh Sure Foot® Flooring assures
maximum wearability and high acid
resistance

■ GOOD FOOTING' Floor design
makes sow and piglets more sure
footed on Sure Foot* Floors

■ DISEASE PROTECTION' Pigs stay
cleaner and drier on Sure-Foot®
Floors thus reducing harmful
bacterial buildup

■ QUIET' Plastic coated flooring is the
quietest flooring on the market
helps prevent stress that costs you
money

■ SMOOTH SURFACE' Mocha brown
non porous coating helps prevent
sore knees and leg abrasions Color
facilitates easy detection of scours

■ FLEXIBILITY IN SIZE' Sure-Foof
Flooring is available in three mesh
sizes to accommodate farrowing,
nursery and finishing Available in
s'x7’ and 4’xB'
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The Sensational Different Type Flooring
For Pigs Of All Sizes and Ages that

O GreatlyReduces Leg and Foot Abrasions and Sores
OMakes 3-Week Weaning Practical QKeeps Dry; Minimizes

Corrosion and Rusting; Gives Many More Years of Service,

HOG FLOORING AT IT’S BEST
Heavy Duty, 5 Gauge,
.207 Diameter
2 Sizes: s'x7' and 4'xB'

★ 2 SIZES: s’x7' and 4 xB’

mtsmm
8

Sore-free legs and feet

new bees donated by the
American Bee Breeders
Association and returned to
their owners.

Several state beekeepers
organizations around the
nation have contributed
money to helpreimburse the
affected Maryland
beekeepers for total or
partial loss of their 1980
honey crop. Funds are being
administered by a sub-
committee of the Maryland
State Beekeepers
Association.

Robert M. Altman,

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, May 10,1980—019

assistant secretary of the
state Department of
Agriculture, has recently
written to plant regulatory
officials throughout the U.S.,
assuring them that a varroa
infestation docs not exist in
the bee colonies of
Maryland.
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Now—an idea, new to America, whose time has come that
has so many advantages that all other types of flooring
(metal, concrete, plastic, etc) are obsolete It has a sound
record of successful use in Europe for over ten years It
should be used for both new and existing livestock buildings
It’s easy to replace ail old, outmoded types of flooring

Q REDUCES LEG AND FOOT PROBLEMS -

Unlike other types of flooring, woven wire flooring sheds
moisture like a duck sheds water, because there are no
horizontal flat surfaces on which moisture and wet manure
accumulate No need to increase heat and ventilation to dry
floors As a result, pigs have a secure footing Sores on legs
and feet caused by slipping are virtually a thing of the past
Fuel cost is reduced andyou have healthier hogs

g MAKES 3-WEEK WEANING A REALITY—
This cleaner, dryer atmosphere, with slipping eliminated,

reduces stress on baby pigs and they are ready for weaning
sooner Also, absence of accumulations of manure means
that all the space in each pen is usable, and pen size can
actually be reduced for any given number of pigs

Faster weaning permits producers to rebreed sows in
seven days, resulting in greater profit from more frequent,
larger litters
g DRY FLOORING MEANS LONGER LIFE—

Since woven wire flooring remains dry, corrosion and
rusting are minimized Wear-out is put back for many years,
and your cost per year is greatly reduced
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457 EAST MAIN ST., MYERSTOWN. PA 17067
PH: 717-866-5692 LOG: % Mile East of Myerstown

We Specaiiize in Complete Swine Systems, Buildings. Farrowing,
Nursery, Fattening - Open Front or Controlled Environment


