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Acres of

BYPATKAUFFMAN
RICHLAND - “As in-

flation gets worse, our
business gets better.
Business is very good right
now," Fred Wright said. He
was referring to the family
owned and run Willow Hill
Poultry Hatchery here.

“People buy poultry when
times get tough. They can’t
afford vacations and must
find their recreation at
home. So they turn to hob-
bies like raising fancy
poultry. I guess they feel
they’ll at least have
something they can eat,” he
continued. And if his
barometer of economics is
working, the economy is in
trouble. For according to
Fred, business is up 59
percent this year over last,
and last year it was up 50
percent over the year before.
The total increase over 2
years ago is 100-125per cent.
Currently they are hatching
137,000 eggs per batch.

Fred and his wife Marge
have been raising the
poultry on their farm for
about 13 years. What began
as a hobby has mushroomed
into a business that keeps
them running long days and
short nights. While Fred was
raised on a farm. Marge was
not, and in fact she was an
English teacher. Currently
though. Marge finds her
days filled with egg
collecting and account work
handlingthe 25-30 orders she
receives per day.

During his college days,
Fred worked dressing
poultry and managing a
hatchery m Maine Armed
with a B.A. degree in
History, he worked away
from home for a period of
tune. The present operation
has grown from a hobby
Fred resumed working
with incubating eggs. And
since then business has
grown through ads in

national back-to-earth
magazines and lately, word
ofmouth.

geese greet visitors

Visitors to the farm are
confronted with acres of
geese. The birds are housed
in large lots each complete
with its own pond. Shelter in
winter and when nesting
consists of low open sheds.

The Wnghts have the art
of raising these birds down
to a science. Marge says,
“We used to have a problem
with the gooseeggs being too
tough to crack. We were
losing too many goslings that
couldn’t peck their way out.
We consulted Owen Keene at
Penn State and he helped
develop a ration that con-
trolled the calcium intake of
the birds.
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chickens and other non-
waterfowl lay nearly year
round, waterfowl (geese)
are seasonal layers, and
therefore the excess calcium
is stored by their bodies and
createsthe tough eggs.

The Wrights try to limit
the geese to a spring laying
period. During the fall and
winter the birds are fed shell
corn in addition to their
grazing. About 3 weeks prior
to the desired laying period,
the special formula is fed.
They explamed that if the
birds lay in the fall, the
number of eggs layed m
spring drops. And spring,
they noted, is the time of
peak demand for the
goslings. Sometimes the
geese don’t perform ac-
cording to schedule. Marge
notes file goose who sat on
her nest through fair
weather and foul, neck deep
m snow.

While the scene at feeding
and collecting times can
resemble noisy chaos, it is

part of a well organized
system. Each bird bears a
leg-band which is color-
coded for the year she was
placed. Most peak in
production at 3 years, and
the birds are culled when
they reach their fifthyear.

The Wnghts keep 600 hens
for production at all tunes,
and ganders are placed with
the heavier birds at the ratio
of 1 gander to every 5 hens.

(Turn to Page C 24)

The feed very carefully
balances trace minerals and
vitamins. For instance, it
increases the niacin for the
birds 19percent. Obtaining a
feed company to mu the
feed was another hurdle the
Wrights encountered Here
again, Keene came to the
rescue by formulating a
ration that achieved the
proper balance by using a
combination of standard
premnes While the feed did
not change the fertility or
quality of the eggs’ ulterior,
it took care of the shell
problem and thus greatly
increased hatchabihty
Wnght explained that the
amount of calcium given to a
caged layer would be far too
great for a bird which is
grazing In addition, while

to Willow Hill Hatchery
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One of the management techniques Fred relies on is the use of existing
buildings for as many of the farm projects as possible.

Jeff and Carrie, 5, stand near the sign which
greets visitors to the farm.

Peafowl are a relatively new addition to the farm. Here 8 year-old Jeff poses
with some of the birds.

See your nearest
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Dealer for
Dependable Equipment and

Dependable Service;

Airville, PA
Airville Farm Service
Airville, PA
717-862-3358

Lebanon. PA
Evergreen Tra CtL/l Co, Inc
30 Evergreen Road
717-272-4641

Lrtitz. PA
Clapper Farm Equipment Roy A Brubaker
StarRoute 700 Woodcrest Avenue
814-669-4465 717-626-7766

Loysvillc, PA

Alexandria. PA

Annville, PA
BHM Farm Equipment, Inc Paul Shovers, Inc
r D 1 Loysville, PA
717-867-2211 717-789-3117

Lynnport, PA
Beavertown. PA

Ben H Walter
Beavertown, PA

Kermit K Kistler, Inc
Lynnport, PA
215-298-2011

717-658-7024 McEwensville. PA
Bernville. PA Don’s Service Shop

Box 97
717-538-1362Stanley A Klopp, Inc

Bernville, PA
215-488-1510 Mill Hall. PA

Paul A Dotterer
RD 1
717-726-3471

Biglerville. PA
Nelson Farm Supply, Inc
Biglerville, PA
717-677-8144

New Holland. PA
ABC Groff, Inc
110SouthRailroad
717 354-4191Carlisle. PA

Paul Shovers, Inc
35 East Willow Street
717-243 2686

Oley, PA
A J Noss& Son, Inc
RD 2
215-937 6257Catawissa. PA

Abraczmskas Farm
Equipment, Inc
RD 1
717-356-2323

Palm. Pi
.Ventz Farm Supplies, Inc

29
: 15-679-7164

Ihambersburg. PA Pitman. PA
Marlin W Schreffler
Pitman, PA
717-648-1120

Clugston Implement, Inc
3213 Black GapRd
717 263-4103

Quarryville, PAlavidsburg, PA
George N Gross, Inc
R D 2, Dover, PA
717-292-1673

C E Wiley & Son, Inc
101 South Lime Street
717-786-2895
Reedsville, PA

Elizabethtown, PA Big Valley Sales & Service,
IncMessick Farm

Equipment, Inc
Rt 283 - Rheem's Exit
717-367-1319

PO Box 548
717-667 3944
Rmgtown, PA

Gettysburg. PA Rmgtown Farm Equipment
Rmgtown, PA
717-889-3134Ymglmg Implements

RD 9
717-359-4848 Silverdale. PA

Halifax. PA
I G Sales
Box 149
215-257-5135Sweigard Bros

R D 3, Box 13 Tamaqua, PA
717-896-3414 Charles S Snyder, Inc

RD 3
717-386-5945Hanover, PA

Sheets Bros, Inc
Carlisle Street
717-632-3660

West Chester. PA
M S Yearsley & Son
114-116 East Market Street
215 696-2990Honey Brook, PA

Dependable MotorCo
East Main Street
215-273-3131
215-273-3737
Honey Grove. PA

West Grove, PA
S G Lewis & Son, Inc
R D 2, Box 56
215 869-2214
Churchville, MD

Norman D Clark & Son, Inc Walter G Coale, Inc
Honey Grove, PA 2849 53 Churchville Rd
717-734-3682 301 734-7722
Hughesville, PA Rising Sun. MD
Farnsworth Farm Ag-lnd Equipment Co , Inc
Supplies, Inc R D 2,Route 273 East
103Cemetery Street 301 398 6'32
717-584 2106 301-658 5568
Lancaster, PA Woodstown, NJ
L H Brubaker, Inc
350 Pike
717 397 5179

Owen Supply Co
Broad Street & East Avenue
609 769 0308
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MAKE 7 EAStER ’O HAVE HE BEST


