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Specialist offers advice

on Md. fruit plantings

COLLEGE PARK, Md. —
If you've got the fever to
plant fruit trees around the
farmstead this spring, heed
these words of advice from
Arthur H. Thompson, hor-
ticulture research worker at
the Unmwversity of Maryland
1n College Park.

Thompson advises aganst
planting apricots, sweet
cherries or pears In
Maryland home orchards
Instead, he suggests apples,
peaches and plums.

Apricots are hardy enough
to survive in Maryland, but
they bloom early and the
flowers are often damaged
by late-season frosts. Thus,
they usually will not bear a
good crop of fruit.

Sweet cherries, also, are
often harmed by late-season
spring frosts in Maryland.
And when the fruit 1s near
maturity, 1t 1s frequently
subject to cracking. Birds
love cherries; they can
devour an entire crop Imn
short order unless
precaufions are taken, such
as covermg the trees with
netting.

Pears grow well 1In
Maryland, but they are not
recommended for most
areas of the state because of
the devastating bacterial
disease, firebhight.

Thompson and other
workers at the Maryland
Agricultural Experiment
Station have been searching
for a pear that s both high 1n
quality and resistant to
disease The Magness pear
was wntroduced by the U S
Department of Agriculture
1n 1960 to meet these needs
But while a good-quality
pear, 1t 1s not a rehable
producer.

Many varieties of apples
will do well 1n Maryland,
Thompson notes. He par-
ticularly recommends two
new varietles—Gala and
Spartan.

Originally from New
Zealand, the Gala apple
appears especlally
promising 1n Maryland
variety tests. It 1s available
only from Stark Brothers
Nurseries of Louisiana, Mo.,
which holds the U.S. patent
rights on this variety

Thompson also recom-
mends some of the old
famiiar apple varielies,
such as Red Delicious,
Golden Delicious, Jonathan,
Stayman and Rome Beauty
for Maryland conditions.

In the home garden, ap-
ples with a dwarf or semi-
dwarfing rootstock are often
desirable, since they take up
less space and bear at an
earler age than fullsized
trees.

Malling 26 1s a dwarfing
rootstock which causes the
tree to grow only about 40
percent as large as a stan-
dard apple tree. A Malling 9
rootstock produces a tree
which 1s even smaller. But a
Malling 7 rootstock yields a
considerably larger dwarf
tree, about half the size of a

standard tree.
Remember to plant at

least two different varieties
of apple for cross-
pollmation.

Peaches requre more
care than apples, since they
are somewhat more sen-
sitive to 1nsects and disease
They need more pruning and
thinning than other fruits
They bear .abundantly,
starting as early as the
second year after planting
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Most peach tree varieties do
not require cross-pollination,
as apples do.

Thompson recommends
several varieties of peaches
for the home orchard.

Candor ripens Im early
July, while Redhaven ripens
n late July. Sunhigh 1s ready
to eat mn early August, and
Redskin follows 1in late
August. Marpride and
Marqueen ripen n early
September. These latter two
peaches were developed by
horticulture research
workers for the Maryland
Agricultural Experiment
Station. .

Plant three or more of the
recomumended varieties m
your yard this spring, and
you could be enjoying fresh
peaches all summer long by
1982.

Plums are easier to grow
than peaches, mainly
because they do not need as
much prumng and thinmng.
The Stanely i1s a European
prune-type plum that does
not require cross-pollination
from another variety. By
contrast, Methley and Santa
Rosa are Japanese plums
which should be planted

together for cross-
pollination.
Before planting fruit trees,

take a soll test to determine
if you need to apply hme or
fertihzer. The University
of Maryland offers tree
analysis of soil samples for
Maryland residents. You can
get a free soll test from your
county extension office.
Fruit trees must be
sprayed several times each
season to assure a blemush-
free, bountiful crop For
detailed 1nformation on
spray programs, contact
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WRITE OR CALL

STOLTZFUS WOODWORK

RD 2, Box 2280, Gap, PA 17527

717-442-8972

Sorghum program participants

to receive $61 million

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Farmers who compiled with
the 1979 sorghum set-aside
program will receive around
$61 mullion mn deficiency
payments from the U.S.
Departmeént of Agriculture,
Ray Fitzgerald, ad-
munistrator of USDA’s
Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service
said Monday.

The payments will be
made by county ASCS offices
1n early April.

For eligible 1979 sorghum
acreage, the deficiency pay-
ment rate 1s 13 cents per
‘bushel, the difference
between the $2.34-per-bushel
'target level and the $2.21
average market price. There
will be no corn deficiency
payments since the average
market price of $2.31 exceed-
ed the corn target level of
$2.20 per bushel.

Fitzgerald also announced
the final national program
acreage for corn at 85.7
million acres and for
sorghumm at 159 mullion
acres. The program alloca-
tion factors for each grain 1s
100 percent.

Elgible sorghum growers

who have not signed applica-

tions for payment should do
so as soom as possible
through their local county

your county extension
agricultural science or
urban agriculture agent. Ask
for a free pamphlet, Sprays
for Home Fruit Planting,
Bulletin 125.

" BARN PAINTING
Call Us Now
For Free

Estimates

PHARES S. HURST
RD 1, Box 420
Narvon Pa 17555
2154456186

ASCS offices, Fitzgerald made until apphcations are
said. Payments cannot be signed and approved.

Badger Barn Cleaner
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The rugged Badger BN 570 barn cleaner
transmussion, Dura-Forged steel chain hnks
and Hi-Fhight steel paddies theyre a combi-
nation that makes Badger one of the most
dependable, efficient barn cleaners you can
buy With the push of a button, the Badger
system does the daily dirty work, freeing you
for more important and pleasant jobs

» Top-mounted shear bolts for easy accesst-
bility and protection from manuie corrosion
* Heavy-duty spur gears take rough treatment
* Reversible forged chain for long life

E We've earned our stripes! E

ALLEN ZEIGLER CECIL DAIRY SERVICE
RR1 RD1Rt 274
Lehighton, PA 18235 12 Mi South Rising Sun, MD 21911
(717) 386-4593 (301) 658-6923
GRUMELLI'S
FARM SERVICE LLowD ,E[JERHDER

Cochranville, PA 19330
(215)932-4700

Mechanics Grove
Quarryville, PA 17566

(717)786 7318
ROY CHRISTMAN SHOW-EASE STALL CO.
RD1 523 Willow Rd

Lancaster, PA 17601

Hamburg, PA 19526
(717) 299-2536

(215)562 7218

PIKEVILLE EQUIPMENT INC.

l RD2 Oley PA 19547 (215)987 6277

it's cheaper
to buy a Yazoo
on credit
than a cheap
mower for cash.

"
Weckends are for v 1ng, not for cutting grass

d1 got myself aYazoo
and cut my lawn in half.”

Mowing the lawn used to kill my weekend Then |
bought a Yazoo Commercral Mower Now I can mow my
whole place after work while my wife s cooking supper

On weehends | fish

If you ve got a big lawn vith lots of trees and shrubs
we believe our Yazoo mower will cut your mowing time in
half or better Including the tnmming  That s compared
to your regular belly slung niding mower

Supnisingly  the Yazoo Commercial Rider costs po
morc than a similar sized homcowner ng In residenual
use 1t should last you a htetime

Callus We b plad to bring onc out ind ket youtry 1t
on your place 76 60 48 42 and 36 inch cuts

Seec all the Yazoos at

Figure it out. Many
homeowners are still
using Yazoos they
bought 15 and 20
years ago.
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1755 WEST MAIN ST.
Ye mi west of Ephrataon Rt 322
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