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BY CURT HAULER
HARRISBURG - A total

of 5400 acres of state owned
land, capable of producing
good crops, may sit idle this
year unless some state
action is taken soon.

The land is that controlled
by theWelfare farmsystem.

Having that land idle could
mean a loss of over $lOO,OOO
of potentialrental income, or
the loss of crops produced
for the use of the institution
inmates.

The land, at the moment
still under the control of the
Public Welfare Department,
may or may not go to the
state Agriculture Depart-
ment. Depending on the
tuning of any transfer, the
land may or may not be used
for agriculture.

At present, it is unsure
whether the land would be
sold off, leased to individual
farmers to plant, farmed by
the Ag Department, or let
fallow.

Welfare says at least two
of the institutions will be
divided into plots and rented
to fanners this coming
month.

If other land is to be sold,
delay in disposing of the
acreage means loss of tax
revenue for local
municipalities.

In addition to the farm-
land, there are number of

dairy cattle and other
livestock involved. About
half of the cows are
Registered Holstems.

A contract is in place with
the state Holstein
Association to disperse the
seven dairy herds between
May 12and May 27.

Heavy animals will be
slaughtered and used at the
institutions. Lightweights
will be sold at local auctions.

While confusion reigns,
one thing seems certain:
Welfare wants to be nd of
those farms.

But the Welfare Depart-
ment has done some
seemingly strange things to
farms which are to be sold
off.

At Norristown, for in-
stance, the Welfare
Department spent about
$12,000 on a new milking
system. They also made
improvements on the silos
there.

These capital im-
provements were made
within the past' several
months. The milking system
was completedthis month.

Welfare’s only
justification was that the
project had been started and
apparantly could not be
stopped once the money had
been set aside.

Welfare seems to see the
problem ending for them

Extension slates sheep
shearing schools

CARLISLE - The Penn
State Extension Service will
conduct two sheep sheanng
schools m this part of the
state.

They will be held as
follows; April 14 and 15 in
Cumberland County, near
Carlisle; and April 16 and 17
mYork County, near York.

These are two-day
shearing schools where
interested persons will have
a chance to shear several
sheep. Both sheep and
equipment will be provided
forthese schools.

can, County Agricultural
Agent, 1100Claremont Road,
Carlisle. Phone 717/249-7220.
He will accept registrations
for both of the above
shearing schools.

Interested persons should
contact Duane Duncan soon
as registrations will be
accepted on a first-come,
first-servedbasis.

once the whole farm system
is given, by the legislature,
to someone else. That
someone else may be the
state Agriculture Depart-
ment.

But at the moment,
Agriculture has no power to
doanything withthe farms.

One of the holdups in
resolving the problem is a
lack of money in the
Agriculture budget to allow
PDA to run the farms.

The 3993 acres of goodcrop
land, 400 acres of tillable soil
which has not been fanned
recently, and M 2 acres of
pasture may go to seed
unless the funds are ap-
propriated.

Depending on thetiming of
any supposed transfer,
Agriculture will have to
decide whether or not to use
the land itself to feed the
institution’s inmates, or to
lease itto farmers.

The final decision of the

Budget Office may make a
big difference here. If the
money is not given to
Agriculture, the land could
end up as a part of the
General Services holdings,
to be lumped with desks,
snow shovels, and state
buildings.

Questions have been
raised about the value of
leasing the land to outsiders.
Such a move would generate
funds for state coffers. Even
at an average $2O an acre,
the state could realize
$lOB,OOO from the 5400 acres.

But two further problems
arise. If the state goes out of
the food producing business,
what penalty will it pay by
having to produce food on
the open market? Welfare
says they hope to break even
on food production costs by
buying produce outside.

If the state were to con-
tinue producing food for
inmates, hard-pressed

SAVE UP TO
20% ON OPTIONAL

GRAIN STORAGE
LINER PACKAGES!

Advanced registration is
required with Duane Dun-

On-the-farm gram storage
is in demand now

more than ever A dual
purpose Morton Building

is the answer
a huge grain repository

when needed and
equipment storage when empty

For a limited time, Morton is
offering discounts on optional,

total or partial gram
storage liner packages where

you can save up to 20%, plus qualify
for government loan programs
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5400 acres may si| idle if state doesn’t act
farmers could lose a good,
local consumer for their
products.

Whether or not the state
will realize savings in
salaries from the welfare
farm employees also is

argued.
It is difficult to run a

profitable operation with 40
hour a week farmers, as
Welfare found out.
Agriculture may come to
leam the same lesson.

Because the current farm
workers are members of the
state employees’ union, they
will not lose their positions.
Regulations require the
state to offer them other
work within the system.

Another yet-unanswered
question is how many of the
welfare farms actually can
be saved.

Two of the operations are
in Pittsburgh and may not be
worth the trouble of saving.
Norristown, while ur-

□ Have your salesman phone for an
appointment

bamzed, has a fair amount of
good ground.

Since Welfare wants only
to be rid of the problem, and
nobody yet knows who will
end up with the burden, it is
unsure of how many
operations will continue to
be farmed.

Observers in the
Agriculture Department
indicate they will have to sit
back and await develop-
ments.

But the seasons will not
wait. Planting season will
come and go without regard
to the legislative calendar.

Meanwhile, many of those
5400 acres await further
turning of the legislative
wheels.

And General Services,
hardly experts in farming,
will have control of the lands
until H 81535 is shaken loose
from the legislature and
Agriculture can take over
the farms.

Specialprice building...
has grainstorage capabilities!

price, we ask your
cooperation with the
following Provide a
level building site
(our salesman will assist
with site preparation
guidelines), Furnish
unloading help, Participate
in our 3 payment plan
(1 Down payment,
2 Delivery payment and
3 Completion payment),

And accept delivery and election
at Morton Buildings
convenience Also note, travel
expenses will be added if your
building site is more than
40 miles from the sales
office No sales tax need be
added (Price expires April 15,
1980 ) The price shown
below is for the building
and its construction only
and does not include a gram
storage liner package

54'x72' erected storage building includes
24'x14' double end door, 18' double side door,
walk door with glass, 4 skylights white or green
Length may be increased in units of
9’ at 51,123 Price does not
include gram storage liner package

For further information mail coupon to the nearest Morton Sales Office listed below
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