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Bean beetle outlook tough

NVEWARK, Del. — Start
wmng now for Mexican
in beetle control in your
‘beans. You're going to
sd k.
Yverwintering populations
this pest are the highest
»y’ve been in five years,
gorts Umversity of
laware extension pest
inagement  specialist
ark Graustein. Growers
no don’t take proper
ctective action could well
2 early, heavy feeding on
a1r seedling soybeans.
A survey of overwintering
exican bean Deetle
oulations in Delaware
ficates pressure will be
eatest from south of the
nal down through Milford
«d Greenwood, with one
olated hot spot down
pund Angola.
In view of this forecast,
raustein advises growers
prepare themselves now
r some form of MBB
ntrol.
They have three aiter-
tives: plant a snap bean
p crop; momtor fields
wtinely and spray for MBB
ien economic levels of
‘estation are reached; or
ake an at-planting ap-
cation of a systemic In-
cticide.
Ihe pest management
ecialist considers use of a
stemic the least
itisfactory of these
ternatives for several
asons. For one thing,
stermucs only last for abouf
T Weeks
This means that though
ey’ll give you early
ntrol (which will be
itical this year), once
ey’ve worn off, your crop
vulnerable to a new In-
station With the heavy
cessure forecast, you may
ell need to spray later on if
Ju go this route.
Another disadvantage to
ystemies for MBB control 1s
1at though they will control
1nips and leaf hoppers as
sell, none of the matenals
abeled for this use will
ontrol green clover worm,
rasshoppers, Japanese
«ettles and other defohators
r pod-feeding worms.
Currently there are three
ystemic 1nsecticides
abeled for MBB control on
oybeans: Thimet, Disyston,
ind Temuk. Besides early
»ean beetle contro], Temc

AGRIPRO soybeans
are the No 1 selling 3
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soybeans in the country
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That s why they re called BIG BONUS beans

Stoo by and let us help you select the AGRIPRO
vanety or blend thats just right for you
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will also provide some
nematode and some early
mite suppression, but this
suppression 1s only tem-

porary.
There's also some
evidence that certain

systemics can aggravate a
mite problem 1n soybeans
during dry weather, though
entomologists don’t yet
understand why.

Your other two choices for
MBB control in soybeans are
to use a trap crop or to
routinely monitor fields and

spray when beetle
populations reach the
economic level.

The pest management
specialist strongly recom-
mends using a snap bean
trap crop because when
handled properly this is by
far the cheapest and most
effective way to achieve
MBB control over the entire
growing season. This
methed should only be used
n fields with a history of
MBB pressure or In areas
where the overwintering
population is high as in-
dicated by beetle activity
last fall.

The trop crop method
takes advaniage of the fact
that the MBB, when given a
cholce, prefers to feed on

snap beans rather than
soybeans
The system involves

planting six to eight rows of
snap beans along two edges
of each field at least a week
before soybeans are seeded
so that when overwintering
adult beetles emerge from
the woods and brush bor-
dering fields, they’ll be
attracted to the snap bean
fohage As long as there's
any of this to feed on, they
won’t move into the adjacent
soybeans

Concentrated thus m a
small area rather than
spread out over an entire
field, the beetles are much
easier and cheaper to con-
trol.

There are four different
ways to deal with the MBB 1n
your trap crop. You can
treat it with a systemic at
planting. You can treat it
with a fohar 1nsecticide
when the first MBB larvae
hatch out. You can disk the
trap crop under after MBB
larvae hatch out and
overwintering adults have
started to die off around the

PH 717-299-2571

first week 1 July. Or you
can use a parasitic 1nsect,
Pediobius, which kills MBB
by laying its eggs in beetle
larvae.

Graustein prefers this last
control 1n the trap cr
hecause 1t’s a bological

method which requires no
chemicals and no extra
energy investment on the
part of the grower.

It also has the advantage
of long-term control Once
the trap crop has been
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Size 9x5 x 24 4 ply rating
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reusable trade in tire
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defoliated or has matured
and died off, Pediobius will
continue to follow the beetle
and parasifize 1t as it moves
into the soybeans. And by
this time the crop should be
far enough along to tolerate
some defoliation without
affecting yields.

With the parasite you don't
run the risk of having late-
season economic darage
from MBB something
which sometunes happens
with other systems when
there 1s heavy pressure from
this pest.

How can Graustein be so
sure the parasite will do its
job? “We've been demon-
strating its effectiveness
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On-The-Farm Tire Service Is
: Just A Phonie Call Away...

since 1975 m trap crops
around the state,” he ex-
plains. The only time 1t
hasn’t worked 1s when the
trap crop isn’t managed as
prescribed.

What kind of savings can
you realize with a trap crop?
A one-acre trap crop ef-
fective for control of MBB in
a 50-acre soybean field will
cost less than $150. This
compares with $500 or more,
$10-$12 an acre, to spray the
entire field, or $480 $8-$9 an
acre, to apply a systemic on
the soybean field at planting.

Growers 1nterested In
learning more about trap
cropping can find out how
it’'s done from Delaware
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extension bulletin No. E33.
This 1s available at county
extension offices in Newark,
Dover and Georgetown.

Graustein 1s also
preparing a one-page Jeaflet
which outhnes the steps for
planting a trap crop.

If you would like to use
parasites 1n combination
with a trap crop MBB
control I your soybeans
next summer, let your
country agent know exactly
how many trap crops you
intend to have That way
enough parasites can be
raised now for later release.
Get your order In as soon as
possitble—but  certainly
before April 15

ﬁ
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FARM TIRE DEALERS

AKRON
Roy H. Buch, inc.
Ph 859-2441

Wenger implement Co
Ph 284-4141

ELM
Shotzberger's Farm
Machinery

Ph 665-2141

ILLE
Farmersville Equip
Ph 354-9221

INTERCOURSE
C B Hoober & Son
Ph 768-8231

LANCASTER
L H Brubaker, Inc.
Ph 397-5179

Lancaster Ford Tractor, Inc
Ph 569-7063

P Lebzelter & Son
Ph 299-3794

LITITZ
Roy Brubaker
Ph 626-7756

Garman's Garage
Ph 626-5706

Geodyear Tires Distributed by P. Lebzeiter & Sen Ca., Lancaster

SN e e

Compiete Headquarters For Farm, Truck, and Auto Tires ¢ Liberal Budget Terms » Low Monthly Payments

See Your Independent Dealer for his Price

MANHEIM
N G. Hershey & Son, Inc

Ph 665-2271

Sweigart's Tire Service
Ph 665-2258

MECHANICS GROVE

Grumelli Farm Service
Ph 786-3630

MOUNTVILLE
R S Hollinger & Son
Ph 235-4538

ND-

A B.C. Groff
Ph 354-4191

Allen Matz, Inc
Ph 354-2214

Stauffer Diesel
Ph 354-4181

RRYVILL
C E Wiley & Son
Ph 786-2895



