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Legislative roundup
(Continued from PageAl) Holsteins,” Nichol said

“But the other half are all
registered, and all are good
animals I think it would be a
shame to see the herds split
apart.”

Nichol was not at the
Wednesday night meeting to
talk about the mechanics of
transferring the farms out of
DPW hands. Secretary
Hallowed and several of his
staff were there So was
Walter Barron, Secretary of
General Services, and three
members of the House and
Senate ag committees.

Thursday morning,
Hallowed said his depart-
ment would be working with
General Services to make
the best possible use of the
farms. He wouldn’t commit
himself on the issue of
whether or not the livestock
and equipment on the farms
would be sold, but did say
they hopedto have the farms
in operation over the sum-
mer

farms associated with 10
state mental hospitals.

Although the 10,700 acres
in the farms could not be sold
without the approval of both
the House and the Senate,
Mrs. O’Bannon’s action calls
for an April 30 cutoff, after
which the farms would be
transferred to the Depart-
ment of GeneralServices.

After that transfer is
made, the way is clear for
the sale of all machineryand
equipmenton the farms.

Another Wednesday
visitor to the Capitol was
William Nichol, of the
Pennsylvania Holstein
Association. He was con-
ferring with DPW and
General Services officials on
conducting dispersal sales
for the 1400 Holstems on the
state farms

“We as an association
don’t want to see these herds
dispersed,” Nichol said
“But if they are going to be
dispersed, we feel it’s our job
to helpthe state get the most
for its investment with a
well-run dispersal sale. ’ ’

There are seven dairy
herds on the ten farms, and
Nichol was worrying about
the logistics of having that
many sales on short notice,
probably sometimein May.

But he was more worried
about spreading the herds
far and wide The herds have
been valuable, he said, in
helping to prove young sires
And the breeding programs
have been carefully planned
around some of the best AI
sires on the market

“Maybe half the dairy
animals are grade

One way that could be
accomplished, he said, was
by leasing the land to farmer
operators

Reno Thomas, chairman
of the House Agriculture
Committee, was somewhat
more direct in his comments
on the meetmg, and on what
he sees m store for the
farms.

Some observes had felt
Secretary O’Bannon had
tromped harder on Thomas’
toes than on anyone else’s,
but he didn’t see it that way
“We had an agreement - a
verbal agreement - that the
institutional farms would
keep operating until I could
get a bill introduced that

would transfer these farms
out of DPW and into the
Department of Agriculture
under a lands management
commission

“I got the bill, House Bill
1535, and we got it in-
troduced, but it’s now stuck
in the appropriations
committee, waiting for
money. At this point, I don’t
think Secretary O’Bannon
reneged on our agreement
She v» th'1

witos, and nobociy
disagrees with her She
waited until we got our bill
out ofcommittee.

“But when she saw that
bill going nowhere, she
forced the issue ”

Thomas, a swine breeder
from Beavertown in Snyder
County, is as concerned
about the sale of the 5,000
hogs on the state farms as
BiU Nichol is about the sale
of the Holsteins.

And Thomas doesn’t think
the cows or the hogs will go
on the auction block.

Thomas is confident that
some way can be found to get
the farms out of DPW, into
General Services and thence
to Agriculture without any
sales of equipment or
livestock

One avenue may be by a
direct order from the
Governor. His thoughts on
the matter won’t be known,
though, until he gets back
from China in a week or so

There are clear economic
reasons for holding onto
everything, Thomas
believes. “These farms
produce $3 3 millionworth of
food a year,” he said
“That’s food that goes into
the institutions themselves
And in addition to producing
food, the people who work
the farms also maintain the
grounds of the hospitals

They cut the grass, trim the
hedges, shovel the snow - if
the state has to contract for
those services, I’d hate to be
the one to pay the bill

“The accountants say that
the farms now are losing
money But I think some of
the expenses that are being
charged against the farms
are overstated, and I think
the value of the products
being produced there are
under-stated And even with
their lop-sided bookkeeping,
the farms are still nearly
self-sufficient

“I think they could be a lot
more than self-sufficient
And I think if the state had to
buy the $3.5 million worth of
food grown on the farms,
they might have to pay twice
that much ”

SMUCKER'S SALES & SERVICE
RD #2, BOX 21

NEW HOLLAND, PA 17557

| EAR CORN
I Paying Top Prices For

Good Quality Ear Corn
• Wet or Dry
• No Quantity to large or

to small
• Fast Unloading - Dump

on Pile & Go
• Easy access - 2.2 miles

off 283 bypass-Manheim,
Mt. Joy exit

• Daily Receiving 7:30
A.M. to 5 P.M. - unload-
ing evenings & Saturdays
by appt.

• Trucks available for pick
up at your farm.

Call Anytime For Price
717-665-4785

JAMES E. NOLL GRAIN
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WITH ABRACZINSKA’S

ANNUAL CUSTOMER PARTY
THURS., MARCH 20,1980

6:30 P.M.

MOVIES - PRIZES - GOOD FOOD
10% DISCOUNT ON PARTS

3/7 thru 3/22/80
9,000 FT. TWINE
*18.50 PER BALE

SPECIAL SALE PRICES CASH - NO TRADE
NEW EQUIPMENT USED EQUIPMENT

MF 2054WO tractor $4650 00 MF 85 gas tractor 2500 00
MF 275 diesel 8 speed MF 245 gas tractor 8 speed

row crop list w/loader 8500 00
$18,355 MF4lodsl combine w/44

corn head& 13ft
gram table

Sale 14,500 00
3250 00Elk

Bison w/loader bucket, 12,500 00
& mower 6250 00 MF 300 gas combine used one

Bull w/blade 5640 00 season 18,500 00
MF 1155 dsl tractor MPdual MF2Bsbaler 300000

wheels, demo 28,500 00 MF 275 baler 2500 00
AND MUCH MUCH MORE!!!

SALES S SERVICE REPS ON HAND
ARPS Ntw muli-AND
HAMILTON STULL
MASSEY FERGUSON VICON
MATHEWS WISCONSIN
McConnell
McDADE

WOODS
WAYNE WYANT

J S WOODHOUSE

ABRACZINSKA’S FARM
J&-fi EQUIPMENT INC.

m % InLMk R D 1 Route 42 South
1 m Catawissa, PA 17820

DISTRIBUTOR FOR:

LISTER, PERKINS £

SUNS DIESELS
• Good used diesel

engines

Install a blower fan
for better diesel &

refrigeration cooling.
Longer life on diesel.

LET ME BREATHE!
For lower cost per
hour power, rely on

tsten
DIESEL POWER

FOR PROMPT SERVICE CALL
717-354-4158 OR IF NO ANSWER

CALL 717-354-4374.

• New Sputnik wheels
and parts

We mount diesels
on balers, crimpers,

cornpickers, etc.


