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Farm Credit hearing

(Continued from Page D13)

financing. It would permit
the Banks for Cooperatives
to finance the export ac-
tivities of cooperatives.

In commenting on the
proposal, Wilkinson said that
‘“‘agricultural exports are
one of the few bright spots in
the current U.S. balance of
trade picture.”

He said the export
proposal 1s based on the
premise that more can be
done by U.S. farmers to
export their own products
and that the means for this
participation is through
farmer-owned cooperatives.

According to Wilkinson,
the Banks for Cooperatives
provide some two-thirds of
all financing used by
American cooperatives.
Those cooperatives have
more than $500 mlhion -
vested in the capital stock of
the banks. Yet, when
marketing endeavors carry
co-op products overseas, the
co-ops have to seek other
avenues of financing -
avenues frequently un-
famibiar with cooperatives.

The co-ops tell us,
Wilkinson continued, that
they want their own credit
institutions to provide these
services. The export
financing amendment would
make that possible, he saia.

The fifth proposal, ac-
cording to Governor
Wilkinson, 1nvolves ex-
panding the Farm Credit
System’s capacity for ser-
ving the needs of com-
mercial fishermen.

The Farm Credit Act of
1971 first gave Production
Credit Associations the
authonity to make loans to
the “‘farmers of the sea.”

The Allen-Weaver bill
enacted 1n early 1979
authorized these loans to be
lengthened from 7 to 15
years. The new proposals
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would help fishermen n
three ways.

One would authorize the
Federal Land Banks to make
long-term loans on dockside
and other facilities
necessary for -efficient
aquatic operations. The
second would authorize the
Federal Intermediate Credit
Banks to discount the notes
of fishermen given to other
fiancing institutions just as
farmers’ notes are
discounted. And the third
would clarify that
cooperatives orgamzed to
provide business services to
fishermen were eligible to
borrew from a Bank for
Cooperatives.

The sixth amendment
considered sigmficant by the
FCA chief involves the Farm
Credit Administration itself.
Within certain hmuts, 1t
would allow the Federal
Farm Credit Board to set the
salaries of the governor and
deputy governors. And, it
would allow FCA to manage
salaries below those levels,
as well as to manage such
things as travel allowances,
procurement, and property.

“This authority,” the
governor said, “would make
it far easier to recruit, hire,
and retain qualified people
to supervise and regulate
this ever-growing credit
organization.”

During the hearings held
thus far, Wilkinson and
others pomnted out that
enactment of the proposed
iegislation would result in no
expendifure of tax dollars.

The money the System
lends 1s obtained through the
sale of securities m the
national and international
money markets. Its
securities are no guaranteed
by the Government. Even
the expenses of the Farm
Credit Admunstration are
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NPPC wins labeling victory

DES MOINES, Ia. — The
National Pork Produycers
Council has won 1its fight to
overturn a USDA labeling
regulation as Federal Judge
William C. Stuart ruled in
NPPC's faver in the “un-
cured’ meat labeling case.

Judge Stewart, who had
earlier granted NPPC, a
temporary injunction, said
In a recent ruling that the
labeling order is “arbitrary,
capricious, an abuse of
discretion and otherwise not
in accordance with law”” and
granted the plantiff’s
request for permanent in-
junction in the action.

The ruling also said 1t 1s
the court’s belief that fears
for hurmnan health dangers
because of the labeling ““are
genuine and that it 1s the
opinion of the court that the
USDA failed “to give
adequate attenfion to the
dangers of botulism, the
manner in which the pubhe
cares for nitrite-preserved
products and the ef-
fectiveness of labeling.”

Referring to the con-
sumer’s demand for uncured
products as a reason for the
labeling, Judge Stuart noted
that with almost 170 uncured
products on the market
under their own names,

paid through assessments to
the banks.

Wilkinson emphasized the
proposed amendments
constitute no redirection of
the historic mussion of the
Farm Credit System.

“Rather he said, “we
believe these meodifications
are needed to enable the
System to more effectively
fulfill its hustorie mussion.

pernutting use of traditional
names and requiring
similarity between cured
and uncured products is not
necessary to make the
products available to those
who want them.

The NPPC had taken 1ssue
with the regulation and filed
suit in U.S. District Court 1n
Des Momnes September 20,
1979, against USDA’s
regulation that would allow
fresh meats to be marketed
with an uncured label and
would allow such products to
have the same general
appearance and taste as a
cured product. Three
Congressmen joined in the
swite along with the National
Independent Meat Packers
Association, an intervenor in

the action.
“Our concern,” says
NPPC President Bill Buller,

Brookings, SD. ‘“was that
consumers would freat these
uncured look-alike products
as they had the traditional
cured product and that such
inadvertent mishandling
would be hazardous to

consumber health and
secondly, to protect the
traditional 1mage or

rehability of cured meat
products.

“We have no objection to,
and mn fact encourage the
marketing and consumption
of fresh meat but we Insist
that 1its appearance and
labehing not leave any doubt
In the consumer’s mind that
1t should be handled with the
traditional care required of
fresh meat.”

Buller said today’s ruling
1s once more an indication
that the government must
learn accountability s
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essential before 1m-
plementing regulations for
the sake of regulations.

“The Council and hvestock
industry representatives are
no longer willing to just
stand by and watch them-
selves regulated by
capricious agency actions,”
Buller said. ‘“Government
and the USDA, must realize
regulations 1mposed will be
tested if producers and the
industry believe such

D

regulations unreasonabje
and unnecessary.”

The February 12 ruling
mdicated that Judge Stuart
was delaying action on g
government appeal of the
earlier preliminary p.
junction and was filing hys
ruling on merits of the
present case ‘“in order to
provide defendents an op-
portumty to present the
entire matter at one time.”
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* Proven Dependable

¢ Easy Maintenance
 Cleans in place

makes inspection simple
e Low cost of installation

added any time

* More units can be operated per man
* More cows can be milked per man hour

The DeLaval
DV 30C™ Milker

CAN BE USED WITH PARLOR,
PIPELINE OR PAIL UNITS

FEATURES AND BENEFITS:
* Automatic, Flow-Controlled Milking

* No voltage hazard — completely vacuum operated
* Transparent, US Pubhic Health approved flow sensor

¢ Flexibity — parlors or stanchions, new system or up-
grade, with or without weigh jars, high or low ine In-
stallations, adjustable pulsation ratios, more units easily

*» Compact — Lightweight — Easy to Handle
* Rugged, durable construction
* Gives each cow the individual attention she deserves

INSTOCK FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY....

* FREE 2 WEEK TRIAL!

VACUUM UNEVEN?

New Delavai Servo Controller
Now in Stock
Call For Installation Today.

J. B. ZIMMERMAN Y
& SONS

West of Blue Ball, PA on Route 23
717-354-4955




