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Cattle group voices concern over counter-cyclical imports
WECOTA, S.D. - The

counter cyclical beef import
law, as passed by Congress
and supported by the
National Cattlemen’s
Association, will be one of
the biggest hurdles cow-calf
operators will have to
overcome past economic
losses, the Concerned
Cattlemenreveal.

Under the new law, 480
million pounds more
(product weight) beef will
enter the United States in
1980, Chuck Bellman,
spokesman for the group,
says.

The Meat Import Act of
1964 which the U.S. has been
operating under, would have
allowed 1.2 billion pounds.
The new Act will allow 1.68
billionpounds.

Bellman 'said the ad-
ditional beef is equivalent to
almost 200,000 head of cows.
All fresh, frozen and chilled
imports will be near to 6.75
million head or the total U.S.
cow slaughter during years
ofnon-liquidation.

In addition to fresh, frozen
and chilled beef, live
animals can be imported in
unlimited quantities, he
said.

Imported fresh, frozen and
chilled beef is high chemical
lean. Because it is low in-fat
content, it is mixed with fat

from choice U.S. slaughter
animals and then sold as
domestic hamburger.

A customs law says that
“the manufacturer is the
consumer,” Bellman says.
Once the beef is “con-
sumed,” itno longer needs to
be marked “imported” and
can enter the supplypipeline
as aU.S. product.

Thereason more beef will
be' allowed under the new
law, Bellman says, is that a
floor of 1.25 billion pounds
has been established and the
volume is tied to cow
numbers. The NCA was the
proponent of the “cow
number theory.” They also
negotiated the 1.25-billion-
pound base at hearings
before committees in
Washington, D.C.

Bellman said the Con-
cerned Cattlemen and some
other groups backed a price
factor that would be the
determinant of beef imports.

What NCA failed to
recognize, he said, was that
oversupplies of pork and
chicken, as we are seeing
today, couldkeep beef prices
low even when cow numbers
are diminishing.

A price factor to deter-
mine imports. Bellman
contends, would have been
sensitive to the needs of the
cow-calf operator. It would

have considered the Bellman said, because dustry will have to live with “Under current policies,
economic needs of the in- supplies of beef outside the it. In the meantime, the only when the U.S. consumer
dustry rather than overall United States fluctuate, world’s largest importing eats up all the beef in the
demandfor meat. often in a negative number. country of beef, the United world, the U.S. cow-calf

Cow numbers do not Now that we have the new States, opens up its doors operator will have a
dictate price of beef, law. Bellman savs. the in- JanuaryItoeven more beef, chance,” he said.
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Soil Testing and Crop Programming
make good sense both Agronomically and
Economically.

Call us and learn how we can help you
head against higher fertilizer prices.

CHEMGRO
FERTILIZER CO. ( INC. j

STATE ST., BOX 218 I
East Petersburg, Pa. 17520 I

PHONE: 717-569-3296 , (

ERNON MYERS, INC.
STEEL BUILDINGS &

GRAIN STORAGE
>£A. R.D. 4 -Box 545

Lebanon, Pa. 17042
Phone: (717) 867-4139
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...rightnow!
Early-order discounts now m
effect 1 Order now - take delivery
later - get big savings on all your
"Stor-Age" and drying needs
Major steel corporations have
increased their prices recently
which will be reflected in future
prices' See your nearest mfs
dealer for big savings that are
yours by buying nowl

We OfferCompleteErection On Any Size Or Style Building.
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I IMaii Coupon Today!
■□ SEND STEEL BUILDINGS LITERATURE
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