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Berks County PFA melnbers learn of PACMA

By LAUREL SCHAEFFER
Staff Correspondent
FLEETWOOD - Berks
County farmers were given
an opportunity to see first
hand, the type of cattle
which can_be purchased
through the Pennsylvania
Farmers’ Association
PACMA services on Sep-

tember 13,

Hosting the meeting was
Robert Kopfer of Fleetwood.
Kopfer had just received a
shipment of sixty head of
feeder cattle averaging
about 750 pounds each
through the program and
was very pleased with the
program.

On hand to explain the
services and answer any
questions was PACMA cattie
buyer, Howard Sparlin. He
explained that he travels
from farm to farm to obtain
the type of cattle needed to
fill his orders. Once pur-
chased, the cattle are
wexghed and shipped
directly to their buyer’s
destination. “We eliminate
as much stress as posssible
by going farm to farm,” he
said. “And there is no
worrying about sale barns,”
the buyer added.

The cattle are wusually
purchased from the southern
states such as Virginia and
West Virginia. “Their cattle

are just as good as the cattle
from the Midwest,” Sparlin
remarked. Poor cattle are
eliminated on the farms at

once, with approximately 90 '

per cent of the cattle pur-
chased through PACMA

grading out as choice.

Sparlin explained that the
Pennsylvania Farmers’
Association has outstanding
working relations with the
other State Farm Bureaus in
regard to feeder cattle
purchases. But added that at
times it has been difficult to
obtain the cattle wanted.
“Sometimes it may take
three weeks to fill an order,”
he remarked.

Williams promoted to Weaver post

Aneurin Williams, 102
Miller Drive, Manheun, has
been promoted to the post of
night employment super-
visor at Victor F. Weaver,
Inc., New Holland.

Williams is a 1978
graduate of Millersville
State College, where he
received his B.A. degree in
psychology He joined
Weaver in 1979 as an
assistant employment
supervisor, a post he has
held until s recent

4-H’ers

(Continued from Page16)
YORKSHIRE
Class 1
1. Ronald Wilson, 2. Jeff
Wilson.
Class 2
1. Ronald Wilson, 2 Jeff
Wilson.
Class3
1. Ronald Wilson, 2. Steve
Bankert.
Class 4
1. Steve Bankert, 2. Jeff
Wilson.
Class 4A
1. Ronald Wilson, 2. Steve
Bankert.
Class 4B
1. Ronald Wilson, 2. Steve
Bankert.
Grand champion —

promotion. Prior to joining
Weaver, he held managerial
posts with several Lancaster

companies.

In his new position,
Williams will be responsible
for the employment of
hourly mght shift personnel
em-

and inter-related
ployment activities.

E"’lﬁhihﬂ'mg

compete

Ronald Wilson,
champion — Ronald Wilson.
LANDRACE
Class1

1. Harold Mummert, 2.

John Mummert.
Class 2

1. John Mummert, 2.

Harold Mummert.
Class 3

1. Shelly Bankert, 2.

Harold Mummert.
Class4

1. Harold Mummert, 2.

John Mummert.
Class4A

1. Shelly Bankert.
Class 4B
1. Shelly Bankert.
Champion —
Mummert,

Reserve

Harold
Reserve
champion — Shelly Bankert.
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We feature ~\
the PAPEC T2Pes
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FORAGE HARVESTER

Thls big, tough harvester features a rugg_ed
6 kriife cylinder for precision chopping ymh
the largest tractors. An exclusive, built-in
rotating grinder puts a new edge onyour
knives whenever and wherever needed.

$Stauffer Diesel Inc.

312 W. Main St.
Ph: 717-354-4181
Retail, Wholesale & O.E.M. Sales

New Holland, PA
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Robert Kopfer of Fleetwood hosted a meetmg for Berks County PFA members

concerning the PACMA service. Kopfer, left, had recently purchased feeder

cattle through the program. Howard Sparlin, PACMA cattle buyer and Jack
Kooker, Berks County Farmers’ Association participated in the meeting.

“The competition 1n
bidding is high,” he ex-
plained. Presently we are
buying them when we see
them, he continued, “you
don’t get a second chance to
go back and look agan.”

To order cattle through the
PACMA program, a farmer
must be a member of the
Pennsylvania Farmers’
Association, or in some
instances may be charged a
service fee amounting to the
same figure. Cattle are
described as close as
possible to the prospective
buyers and are quoted a
price. If the prospective

buyer wants the cattle they
are shipped directly to lum.
All trucking arrangements
are made by PACMA, and
included in the price of the
cattle. The cattle price also
includes the commussion and
Insurance. ‘‘The insurance 1s
worth quite a bit alone,”
Sparlin remarked. It covers
the cattle from the loading
pomnt until 24 hours after
delivery. Any cattle which
develop problems or die
within this period will be
refunded 1f PACMA is
notified in enough time.
Once fattened, the cattle
can be sold through PACMA

agamn. They are sold on a
dressed weight basis and a
commission of three dollars
per head 1s charged.

" Hogs can also be pur-

chased and sold through a
similar program.

Sparlin also commented
that he doesn’t believe there
will be a let up in feeder
cattle prices for quite some
time. But added that the
emphasis will be on how the
grain harvest does and what
it’s prices are.

However, he also told the
farmers present that there
will be enough cattle for the
people with the money.
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COCALICO EQUIPMENT HAS THE TWO MACHINES TO
HANDLE YOUR DRAINAGE PROBLEMS.
- % Both Machines Equipped with Laser Beam Grade Control

Drainage Pays High Returns
Typical

Investment Annual Return
Land Drainage. . . . 21-46%
Farm Buildings 3-23%
Farmland . .11%
Stocks 7 4%
Bonds. 6.1%

COMPARE
Even with the conservative fig-
ures shown here, it's obvious that
land drainage should top farmers’
lists of investment priorities. -

PENNSYLVANIA

X

* We Stock Heavy Grade Tuking which

10" and 12".

Exxceeds SCS Specifications. In sizes 4",
6" 8ll
* Also Pipe And Fittings For Tile Outlet
Terraces.

COCALICO EQUIPMENT CO.

DRAINAGE & EXCAVATING
RD #3, DENVER, PA 17517

PH: 215-267-3808
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