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U.S. farm mechanization amazes Chinese visitor
HARTLEY, lowa Sha

Zhifan came all the way
from a fann in the People’s
Republic of China to see how
food is grown in America.

After working more than a
month on Alvin Dykstra’s

farm here, Sha’s a bit
worried,

day’s work. Without the
modern machines and
chemicals fanners use in the
United States, China needs
plenty of people to grow
food.

when his government came
into power. He will work on
the farm of his sponsor,
Dykstra, until the spring of
1980. Eleven other Chinese
farmers will work on other
U.S. farms.

We had a wet spring and we
were late. He wants to see
how we harvest and how we
weed. His people do much of
that by hand. I find they’re
still planting some types of
com we used in the ’3o’s.
He’s interested in American
seed com, which he’d heard
about. He has a com har-
vesting machine on his farm
but the com ears are too
close to the ground to fit in
the machine.

“He’s amazed at the
freedom American farmers
have to grow what they
want,” said Dykstra. “In
China, Sha’s production
team leaders make
production decisions for
him. He has 200 people on his
production team, counting
the parents’ children. He has
about 10,000 people in his
commune, we think.

“Sha likes working with
hogs best at his commune
but he’s also interested in
poultry. He said it takes
them two months longer
than us to raise a hog for
market,” Dykstra said,
“because their feed lacks the
potency ours has. But with
their manpower, they keep
their pigs cleaner than we do
ours. They clean most pens
daily and the farrowing pens
four times a day. I’ve seen
Sha trying to clean our pens
in his free time.

translation. Sometimes I
can’trun a point all the way
down. But we’ll learn more
as his English improves. The
Aupperlee boys will learn
some Chinese, too.

“Sha has adapted to
American food well,” said
Marcia, who gets insight into
that phase of Sha’s
“Americanization.” “He
heard about hamburgers in
China and likes them a lot.
He likes spaghetti, pudding
and cold breakfast cereals,
which are new to him. He
dislikes toast and jello. He
salts his bread and butter
heavily, even when it’s
covered with peanut butter
and jelly.

“For some reason,” she
said, “it surprised us to
learn they used peanut
butter in China.”

“He didn’t like butter
when he first arrived. He
doesn’t like tea but drinks
water, milk and cocoa. His
favorite is ice.dfeun. Since
th(Uabi*B&t<«*iKM«ierally
have retngeration in rural
areas, he doesn’t get'much
Ice cream oack home,” she
said.

“Sha thinks Americans
‘cook quick’ but spend a lot
of time washing all the
dishes it takes us to prepare
food. He says in China they
often use only a few bowls
for a family meal. He says
alphabet soup is the funniest
thing he’s ever seen. He
can’t believe Americans
would botherto put letters in
their soup,” Marcia said.

“No people in fields,” he
said sadly.

Back home, Sha was used
to seeing flocks of people
invade the fields for each Sha, 31, was one year old

In China, Sha specializes
in raising hogs but he’s
keenly interested in
everything agricultural.

Here, Sha lives in a tan
clapboard house with
Dykstra’s daughter and son-
in-law, Tom and Marcia
Aupperlee. The Aupperlees’
two preschool boys follow
him aboutmuch ofthe time.

"Big Savings" on

PYTHON TRANSPORT AUGER
DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR HIGH MOISTURE

GRAIN AND LOWMAIHTEHAHCE He is hard-working, even
helps clear the table, do the
dishes and vacuum the
house. He said in China
there’s no line between
men’s and women’s work.

6" and 8" Sizes, Lengths to 67 ft
• Simple, efficient
• Ru
• Trussed tube frame for superior strength.
• Cross bolted connecting shafts.
• Galvanized tube which can be rotated for4 times more wear.

Sha can’t believe Dykstra
and Aupperlee turn out 1,500-
2,000 hogs a year, 100 or so
sheep, grow 550 acres ofcom
and soybeans and handle all
the other farm chores by
themselves. Behind the
observation he sadly made
in halting English that there
are “no peoplein fields” was
an apparent fear the plan-
ting wouldn’t get done “with
just the three of us to do it,”
Dykstra saidwith a smile.

“He said he really likes to
see a lot ofpeople working in
the field,” said Marcia.
“One day when all four of us
were out planting trees, he
said ‘Ah. Many people in
field.’ I’m always kidding
him about all the people they
have in China. But, boy! If
we had 20 like Sha, what we
couldn’t get done.

• Protective overflow cep in
case spout plugs.

• Electric, PTO or Gasoline
Drives available.

EXPANDED SPACE
around the gear box

*1 S>ves ample space
'jfi' for gramto flow

around

“He’s very aware of ef-
ficiency. I had to drive to a
sale one day to buy calves. It
turned out I didn’t buy any.
Sha told me I wasted gas,
lost work time and didn’t
even buy anything. ‘No
good,’ he said.”

Dykstra taught him to
operate a tractor. Sha thinks
it won’t be a useful skill in
China, since he won’t have
one there. “But he hopes his
commune will get several
soon,” Dykstra said. “Sha
said a manual auger-type
post hole digger he used one
day will be most useful.”

Sha had an intensive eight-
week English language
course before coming to
America. Since his wife, who
stayed behind with their six-
month-old son, teaches
English, Sha liad a head
start.

“He said he eats a lot of
vegetables in China and
some pork. Chinese produce
a lot of pork but Sha says
they needmany more hogs,”
Marcia said.

, “From what Sha has told
me,” Dykstra said, “to
handle the production we do
would take 120 people in
China’s labor-intensive farm
style. Most would specialize
in one area or another of the
work. A million dollars in-
vested here in land and farm
equipment baffles Sha. He
often asks how much things
cost.

SWING-AWAY SIMPLE DESIGN MEANS A
MINIMUM OF MAINTENANCE

• ELIMINATES LINE SHAFTING
AND BEARINGS!

(shown)

AND FOLD UP
HOPPERS

AVAILABLE
“By our standards, Sha

lives a spartan life. He and
his family have only cold
water in the few rooms of
their home. They share a
kitchen. He laughed when I
showed him the gadgets in
my kitchen and asked if his
wife had a blender.” His
experience with a vacuum
cleaner is limited to one he
knows of in his part of the
commune. Sha told me, ‘lt
will be many years before
we have auto.’

• NO CHAINS AND SPROCKETS
TO WORRY ABOUT!

Your Full Line "Stormor" Distributor For Grain
Storage Bins and The "Stormor EZEE DRY"

Call Us Today
“Among those 120 people

Sha counts would be
veterinarians, machinery
repairmen and other
specialists. We do that work
ourselves when we can and
hire a vet or some other
expert when we can’t.”

Dykstra said, “He was
eager to see how we plant. I
think he believed we
wouldn’t get it done in time.

HENRY FORMAN
RDM Box 96
Turbotville, Pa. 17772
PH; 717-649-5579

Dykstra said, “While he
has trouble understanding -

he says we talk too fast - he
can write in perfect English
any sentence he un-
derstands. Sha keeps a little
notebook of strange English
words, their phonetic
spellings and Chinese

“We pay him a regular
salary, which goes to the
International Farmers
Association for Education.
They helped bring Sha over
here. They do this with
farmers all over the world.
They in turn pay him andKUBOTA DIESEL POWER DOES IT!

Find Out How and Why At KELLER BROS. TRACTOR CO.
(Turn to Page 130)

STOLTZFUS MEAT MARKET
16-HP B7IOODT with four-wheel
drive, with plow RETAIL MEAT MARKET

RIGHT ON THE FARM.
• FRESH CUT BEEF & PORK
•FRESH EGGS RIGHT FROM THE FARM

■ 3 cylinder diesel engine
■ 6 forward speeds, 2 reverse
■ 3 speed standard rear PTO
■ Front engine PTO
■ Dependable hydraulic lift system

Kubota disc harro'
tractors is ideal foi
series, orchards E:
control implemenl

Check out the compact B-Senes
Kubota diesel tractors today
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★ OUR OWN COUNTRY
CURED HAMS, BACON
AND SWEET BOLOGNA

Orders Taken For Beef Sides; Wrapped
And Ready ForYour Freezer.
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s\ V v. 'S'BKUB Attention Farmers:

We Do Custom Slaughtering
Test drive a Kubota diesel tractor now at: For Your Freezer.

KELLER BROS. TRACTOR CO. Buffalo Springs, PA.
Rt. 419 Between Schaefferstown

& Cornwall, Lebanon Co
PH: 717-949-6501

PH: 768-7156
Directions: 1 block east of Intercourse

on Rt. 772
Reg. Hours: Thurs. 9-5; Fri. 9-8: Sat. 8-5


