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U.S. grain support levels
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WASHINGTON, D.C. How do domestic grain price
support levels comparewith those ofother nations?

According to information from the United States
Department ofAgriculture, U.S. farmers are nearlyat the
bottom of the rankings for wheat andcorn.

The price support levelsprovided to American farmers
by their governmentfor wheat and corn are the lowest in

the world with the exception of Egypt for wheatand Brazil
for com. The wheat support rates or guaranteed prices
range from a low of $1.82 in Egypt to a high of $22.97 in
Japan. The com supportrates or guaranteed prices range
from$1.70 inBrazil to $10.56 in Switzerland.

The data appers in a foreign agriculture circular, en-
titled “Wheat and Com Prices for Selected Countries,’’
recently published by the USDA Foreign Agriculture
Service. It was obtained through reports from U.S.
agricultural attaches mahout 65 countries.

Exact comparisons are difficult to make because of
differences in support systems, variation in grain
qualities, standards and grades, freight costs, location at
which the price is reported, and variation in dollar ex-
changerates. '

■

Nevertheless, the figures are useful for general com-
parisons, Reuben L. Johnson, National Fanners Union
director of Legislative Services commented last week.
“And they do indicate the kind of priority food and far-
mershave withtheir respective governments,” headded.
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