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By LAUREL SCHAEFFER
_ Staff Correspondent

LEESPORT — Concerned
about compost run-off
caused by heavy rains, the
Berks County Farmers
Association, (BCFA)
organized a meeting May 2
with area mushroom
growers to discuss their
problems and seek possible
solutions. The meeting was
held at the Berks County
Agricultural Center, here.

Citing the problems faced
recently by growers in
Chester County where the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) charged
several growers with
pollution of navigable
waters, BCFA president
Jack Kooker urged the area
growers to seek a solution
now, before it is too late.

As was the case with an
Avondale, Chester County,
grower who was indicted on
six counts of pollution last
year, the area growers

emphasized that their anti-
pollution systems are 95 per
cent effective. “It’s only
when we get very heavy
rainfall such as two mches
within a few hours that there
are run-off problems for
which we can not control,”
they argued. Voicing the
opinton of the indicted
growers who believe they
lost their case because there
are no standards or
tolerances set up for the
mushroom industry, the
area growers are pushing for
asolution.

Also present to discuss the
mushroom  growers’
problem were Chris Allen,
director of Natural
Resources of the Penn-
sylvania Farmers’
Association, and Dean Heim,
regional director, Penn-
sylvania Department of
Agriculture.

Allen explained the
problems faced by livestock
producers who have

- Berks County

«osentrally  the  same
piot.ent s far as run-off—-
concerned, tv e drea

growers, and displayed a
manure manual which was
drawn up as a set of
guidelines for their industry
The manunal, set up by the
hvestock producers in ac-
cordance with -various
regulatory agencles 1s a
cornpilation of practices and
information most farmers
know already but serves as a
guideline approved by the
Department of En-
vironmental Resources and
the EPA for the producers.
Allen suggested that the
mushroom growers might be
able to compile a set of
gudelines, and 1if approved
by the proper authorities,

,could serve as a basis for

their industry. The booklet
would describe practices
which are affordable and
practical methods of com-
posting alreadv in use and or
newly designed which
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Association meeting were, left to right, Chris Allen, director of natural resources
for PFA; Berks County Farmers Association president Jack Kooker; Nick

Maggiaro, mushroom grower; and Dean Heim, regional director from the

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture.

“If someone's offering a better price thap
rden\ mine for your top-quality hogs, | don't

know about it.”

—Dale Metzler )
Livestock buyer at
Ezra W. Martin Company,
Lancaster
(717) 397-5111

would be acceptable us anti-
pollution praetices.

Allen cautioned the
growers to review other
solutions before deciding to
compile a booklet. “It 1s a
very difficult task to do,” he
warned, ‘‘and once accepted
would have to be followed.”

Hemm, who was i at-
tendance mostly for the
purpose of lhstening, said,
that the Department of
Agrienlture 1s interested In

Safety poster
contest winners

named

ELVERSON-Twin Valley
FFA Safety committee
chairman Barry Johnson
has announced the winners
of the FFA sponsored safety
poster contest at Robeson
Elementary Center.

Placing first was Kim
Ferenchick daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Ferenchick of
Mohnton; second-place was
awarded to Ethan Long son
of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Long of Birdsboro; and third
was Sam Cunnius son of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Con of
Birdsboro.

Art teacher at Robeson 1s )

Mrs. Ruth Kurtz.

The FFA annually
sponsors this contest in the
hopes of providing fifth and
sixth grade students with a
better understanding of the
many hazards which
surround them everyday.

R. P. Williams

Mushroom growers facing Pollution problem

the mushroom growers
problems, but warned those
at the meeting not to sit
back. “Something has to be
done,” he continued, ‘‘but

don’t let it be the govern- ~

ment that doesit.”

Heim also commented
farmers and city people
don't know envugh about
each others’ problems and
more public relations work
1s needed.

“Start to solve this
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problem with only growers,”’
he advised, ‘“‘no one else
knows what you need or can
live with.”

Concluding the meeting
the grower$ decided to have
the Berks County Farmers’
Association mushroom
commuttee evaluate the-
present situation and contact
the county’s 85 growers to
stress «the severity of the
situation and question them
on the gmdeline issue.

1.4
.f

5y

R
r heee s,

”;-r,;f" o
¢ 3

)

11 hp Front Engine Rider.
Smooth runming 11 hp engine with
Key-Lectnc® start. 32" deck fldats
over lawn contours. Cushioned high
back seat, close controls. Flat floor.

Lifehime-lubed 5-

Mod. 57360.

Red Tag Sale gets you a

speed transmissjon.

free demonstration.
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EPHRATA
Hollinger's
Farm Market

MANHEIM

White Oak

Lawn & Leisure
329 W. High St.
Formerly Nauman’'s
Lawn & Garden
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CALL US FOR"ON-THE-SPOT"” FARM TIRE SERVICE 8 7176549019 7177381131 BOHRERSTOWN
Rohrerstown
IN—THE—FIELD EAST EARL LANCASTER Lawn Mower
AT—THE—FARM Shady Maple Lawn & \gat: &S fhand Service, Inc.
ON—TH E— ROAD Garden Center, Inc. ept. Store 2208 Wood St.
Our fully equipped farm sel;wce RD #2 7Dlm7N gg’;"g zgéfa" kCity  717-394-7617
trucks and skilled repairmen bring i _ . .
Jou fast onthe spot tre REPAIRS 215-445-6175 WILLOW STREET
REPLACEMENTS and HYDRO ELM LITITZ _ Dombach Brothers,
FLATION ELIVE , Long’s Mower Service  |pe. _
WHEN AND WHERE Bomberger's Store 1237 Clay Road 2850 Willow St. Pike
YOU NEED IT 717-665-2407 717-626-8180 717-464-3011

Our trucks are radio controlled for faster service when you need it!

SWEIGART TIRE SERVICE

PHONE 665-2258

677 W HIGH ST
HOME 665-3603

MANHEIM, PA




