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Delmiarva’s broiler boost means corn, soybeans

By Jerry Webb
University of Delaware
NEWARK, DEL.~Delmar-
va’'s broiler-corn-soybean
agriculturgl complex is

. The Ilatest in-
formation from Delmarva
Poultry Industry, Inc.,
(DPI) indicates that this in-
terrelationship, which
already accounis for almost
three-fourths of Delaware’s
farm income and equally
sizable chunks of income for
those parts of Maryland and
Virginia on the peninsula, is
even stronger. The broiler
business is getting bigger
and that is affecting the
demand for corn and
soybeans.

DPI says 200 new broiler

houses were built in '78 and

each of them will produce
about 100,000 birds this year.
And according to DPI
president Simpson Dunahoo,
each of those houses will
need the production of about
100 acres of corn and 115
acres of soybeans to feed the
additional broilers. That
figures out to some 20,000
corn acres and 23,000
soybean acres.

Obviously, area farmers
aren’t going {o find that
Imany new acres, so it means
several things. Perhaps
some acres will be switched
from pasture and other less
intensive uses. Maybe some
farmers will switch from
vegetaples to corn and
soybeans if prices look good.
There are a few new acres
being cleared and drained
and no doubt some of them
will be seeded to corn and
soybeans. And there’s also
the opportunity for more
double-cropping of soybeans
behind small grains.

When it comes right down
to it, if Delmarva farmers
don’t meet the demand, the

needed feed ingredients will
be shipped in from
somewhere elte. After all,
Delmarva’s feed grain
production is & drop in the
bucket when you look at the
national picture. And the

" prices Delmarva farmers

receive are based on mid-
west prices with a tran-
sportation adjustment ad-
ded. So if local farmers can’t
supply the grain, it will come
from the Corn Belt of the
rapidly expanding southern
feed grain areas.

That transportation dif-
ferential is a key factor in
local crop pricing. After all,
if a processor can meet his
needs with grain trucked to
his elevator, he can afford to
pay a little more than the
Chicago price. Otherwise, he
would be paying the Chicago
price plus the transportation
from Chicago to Delmarva.
So the increased broiler
production is good for local
grain farmers because if
their expanding production
wasn’t needed on the
peninsula, they would be
selling to 2 midwest market
based on a Chicago price
minus the cost of tran-
sportation from Delmarva to
the midwest.

All of this means that the
Delmarva broiler-corn-soy-
bean complex is important
and inseparakie. The broiler
producers need the farmers
not only to produce their feed
grain but also to house and
care for their chickens. And
the farmers need the broiler
producers as a steady, ever-
expanding buyer of their
Crops.

Dunahoo points out that
the 200 new houses built in
78 were not just a one-fime
thing. He expects a con-
tinued construction trend of
200 to 300 new houses each

field to feeding.

Hesston’s new 4800 Big Bale System 1s totally mechanized to speed
operations for the big time hay producer and big time hay feeder alike.
The 4800 Big Baler produces high density bales weighing up to 2000
' lbs 1n alfaifa. Bales measure 4' X 4'3” X 8' long. The 4820 Big Bale
Accumulator collects up to 3 bales for on-the-go-unloading at turn rows.
Use the 4830 Big Bale Loader Attachment to stack bales 3 high on the
ground or 2 high on transport vehicles. And for feeding, the 4870 Big

Bale Processor lets you load and feed up to two big bales in one trip.
and do 1t all from your tractor seat Find cut more about this new, big

time, big bale system We have the whole story.
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year for the immediate
future. He believes two
factors are working to
assure this trend. One is the
higher prices for red meat
which has increased the
demand for broilers.
Another is the investment
tax credit made available to
poultrymen for new house
construction.

I asked a broiler company
representative recently if
new broiler houses are being
built simply to replace old
outdated ones. He said
definitely not, that any old
house that is still usable has
broilers in it and the new
houses are virtually all
classed as additional
housing to take care of a
rapidly expanding broiler
demand.

Let's face it, more people
are eating chicken these-
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days. They do so primarily
because it’s a good nutritious
product that can be prepared
in a uailety of tlaste
tempting ways. It’s also
cheaper than red meat.
Consumers are howling
over the rapid rise in beef
prices and they're sub-
stituting chicken whenever
they can. Of course, high
beef prices also cause higher
poultry prices as astute
marketers take advantage of
the supply situation. They
know the smart homemaker
will compare hamburger
with chicken and somewhere
along the line will decide

operation

* Rugged design for long life
* Available in many variations for a wide

which is the better buy. If the
chicken price is favorable,
she will no doubt substitute
chicken for some of the red
meat intentions. Of course,
that puts pressure on the
poultry supply, boosting the
price upward to the point
where the homemaker is
again willing to pay a little
extra for hamburger.

And so around and around
it goes with the escalating
beef prices setting the pace
and poultry, pork and other
meats following along.
Spiraling consumer incomes
are keeping the consumer’s
meat-buying habit high.

GENERAL PURPOSE ENGINE ... |

. MODEL G80

¢ Easy Starting Sysfein provides easy

range of applications
* Muffler heat shield plus click-type stop

switch 8.0H -
¢ Quiet engine ¢ -P. HONDA

Also available in 3'2, 4,5 and 6 H.P.

AMOS L. STOLTZFUS AMOS BEILER
SAW SHOP Complete Small Engine
Poulan Sales & Service Repair Service
Chains for all models Tune-Ups ¢ Repair » Overhauls
and Sharpening Offering prompt, courteous
67 Hensel Road, service onyour 2-cycle
R1 Kinzers, Pa. 17535 or 4-cycle engine.

I' P.0. Box 35 Kinzers, Pa. 17535

needed
Even though prices 32),)
much stronger than they
were a couple of years ago,
we're still eating about as
much meat but we're sub-
stituting cheaper cuts of red
meat and we’re eating more
chicken. And that’s” why
Dunahoo and the DPI
organization feel that the
Delmarva poultry industry
will be expanding its broiler
production facilities over the
next few years.

It’s a good situation for the
broiler industry and for
those farmers who, are
dedicated to~expansion of
corn and soybean output.
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A proud engineering
achievement that could
change your tractor-thinking
for years to come.
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protection

Al new DEUTZ POWERMATIC HI LO

SHIFT on the DX 140 and DX 160
Push button selection of traction

power 24 forward and 8 1everse specds

World proven Deutz air cooled
diesel engine No radiator
hoses thermostat water
pump pping gaskets or fan
Higher internal cylinder
temperatures result in

better combustion and

fuel economy

Many parts interchangeable
with all DX models
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Rugged power train readily
accessible with optional front
whee! assist

Formula DX tractors are here Four exating new
models from Deutz — known for years as a standard of
engineenng excellence Turbocharged DX 160 and DX
140, rated 140 and 131 PTO hp DX 110 rated 100 PTO
hp And the new five cylinder DX 90 rated 84 PTO hp
Each a product of formula engmeenng Each
delivenng new technology
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Three point inkage
and hydraulic system
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biggest loads
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